GENEALOGY   COLLECTION 


Wesleyan  University 
LIBRARY. 


^^S^s^  No ,.i::\5:^r 


4^' 


Accession  No..i^..if'...t.b. 


PRESENTED   BY 

L«....?;*...S.t.e.v.ens...-'^...Br.o.wn. 


ALLEN  COUNTY  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 


3  1833  01416  8394 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 

in  2010  with  funding  from 

Allen  County  Public  Library  Genealogy  Center 


http://www.archive.org/details/genealogicalmemoOOmerr 


GENEALOGICAL  MEMORANDA 

RELATING   TO   THE 

FAMILY   OF   MERRIAM 


GENEALOGICAL  MEMORANDA 


RELATING  TO  THE 


FAMILY  OF  MERRIAM 


BY 

CHARLES  PIERCE  MERRIAM 

AND 

C.   E.   GILDERSOME-DICKINSON 


LONDON 

PRIVATELY  PRINTED  AT  THE  CHISWICK  PRESS 

1900 


Number  of  copies  printed  : 

Large  Paper     ...        12 
Small  Paper      .     .     .     lOO 


^rmo^ 


m^ 


\U"i 


ii'lSlBS 


CONTENTS. 


Preface         ....... 

Merriam  records  prior  to  A.D.  1400 
Wills,  etc.,  in  the  Probate  Registry  at  Canterbury 
Wills  formerly  at  Rochester  ... 
Wills,  etc.,  in  the  Prerogative  Court  of  Canterbury 
Chancery  Proceedings  ..... 

Parish  Registers  and  Marriage  Licences 
Kentish   Feet  of  Fines,  Lay  Subsidies,  Poll-Books 
cellanea  ...... 

Index  of  Names   ...... 

Index  of  Places    ...... 


,  and 


Mis- 


I 

2 

40 
56 
64 

74 

83 

89 

97 


PEDIGREES. 

Tables  A  and  B.     Merriam  of  Goudhurst  and  Horsmonden,  co. 

Kent. 
Table  C.     Merriam  of  Canterbury. 
Tables   D  and  E.     Meryham  of  Boughton  Monchelsea,  co. 

Kent. 
Table  F.     Merryham  of  Maidstone. 
Table  G.    Merriam  of  Massachusetts  from  Tonbridge,  Hadlow, 

Tudeley,  etc.,  co.  Kent. 
Table  H.     Goldston  of  Tonbridge.  ' 


FACSIMILES. 


Sussex  Lay  Subsidy  Roll,  A.D.  1295 
Kentish  Lay  Subsidy  Roll,  A.D.  1327 
Will  of  Katherine  Meryam,  1563* 
Will  of  William  Mirriam,  1635* 
Will  of  Richard  Meriam,  1640*. 


Facing  page  I 

„  2 

,.  40 

47 

•       „        53 


•Inserted  only  in  numbers  i  to  9  of  the  Large  Paper  copies. 


PREFACE. 

The  name  of  Merriam  is  now  a  distinftly  American  name. 

Although  in  1638,  when  Robert,  George  and  Joseph  Merriam, 
the  sons  of  William  Merriam,  of  Hadlow,  in  Kent,  emigrated,  and 
settled  at  Concord  in  Massachusetts,  there  were  living  at  several 
places  in  Kent,  as  is  shown  by  these  evidences,  a  number  of  people 
bearing  the  name,  it  has  now,  as  far  as  is  known,  quite  died  out 
in  that  county,  and  as  regards  the  English  branch,  altogether  in 
England. 

The  writer  of  this  preface,  who  was  born  in  America,  being  great- 
great-grandson  of  Nathan  Merriam  (25  v.)  mentioned  in  Mr.  W.  S. 
Appleton's  pamphlet.  The  Family  of  Merriam  of  Massachusetts 
(1892),  has  been  for  a  number  of  years  the  only  Merriam  in  the 
London  DireSory,  and,  during  a  residence  in  London  of  nearly  thirty 
years,  has  only  come  across  English  representatives  of  the  name  two 
or  three  times.  About  twenty-five  years  ago  there  was  in  the  London 
DireSory  the  name  of  William  Merriam  (since  dead)  whose  father 
came  from  Maidstone  in  Kent.  It  is  remarkable  that  on  the  27th 
June,  1889,  there  died  at  Linton,  in  Kent,  John  George  Merriam, 
stonemason.  Linton  is  the  next  parish  to  Boughton  Monchelsea, 
where  among  many  Merriam  records  we  have  the  will  of  John 
Meryham,  mason,  1455.  One  may  almost  assume  that  the  name  of 
John  and  the  trade  of  mason  had  gone  from  father  to  son  for  over 
four  hundred  years. 

The  only  place  in  Great  Britain,  where  apparently  the  name  has 
lived  on,  is  Pembrokeshire,  where  there  was  in  the  sixteenth  century 
a  manor  of  Meriham  or  Myrryam  ;  and  where,  that  is  to  say  in  the 
town  of  Tenby,  about  fifteen  years  back,  Mr.  John  Merriam  was 
living,  who  knew  that  his  family  had  been  resident  in  Pembrokeshire 
for  one  hundred  and  thirty  years. 

In  America,  on  the  other  hand,  the  descendants  of  the  three 
brothers  have  become,  if  not  very  numerous,  at  any  rate  a  fairly  good 
number,  if  one  may  judge  by  the  comparative  frequency  of  the  name. 
It  is  a  matter  for  the  greatest  regret  that  the  birth  and  marriage 
of  William  Merriam,  the  father  of  the  emigrants,  cannot  be  definitely 
traced.  We  have  at  Horsmonden,  an  adjoining  parish  to  Tudeley, 
the  baptism  of  a  William  Merriam  in  1580,  which  is  a  possible  date, 
but  we  cannot  be  certain  of  his  identity.  Of  the  four  places  mentioned 
in  William  Merriam's  will,  where   he  held   property  :    Goudhurst, 
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Yalding,  Hadlow  and  Tudeley,  search  has  been  made  for  the  births 
of  the  emigrants,  and  could  these  be  found  no  doubt  the  father  could 
be  identified.  Unfortunately  neither  Goudhurst,  Yalding  nor  Hadlow 
registers  have  them,  and  the  old  register  of  Tudeley  disappeared  during 
the  civil  war,  shortly  after  the  emigration  of  the  brothers,  and  has 
never  since  been  found. 

William  Merriam,  we  know  held  land  in  Tudeley,  and  was  a 
clothier.  Tudeley  had  a  cloth  industry  in  his  day,  and  we  may  not 
unreasonably  suppose  that  in  Tudeley  he  married,  and  that  there  his 
children  were  born.  Mr.  Appleton  notes  that  the  will  of  James 
Burgess,  of  Tudeley,  1590,  mentions  his  son-in-law,  William  Merryan, 
who  when  one  takes  into  account  the  casual  spelling  of  that  time,  may 
be  the  father  of  the  emigrants.  He  is  also  probably  the  William 
Merriam  mentioned  in  the  will  of  Robert  Piper,  of  Tonbridge,  1616, 
as  his  brother-in-law  ;  Tonbridge  being  the  next  parish  to  Tudeley, 
and  Robert  Piper  being  also  a  clothier.  On  page  84  will  be  found 
the  record  of  the  sale  of  the  land  of  George  Merriam,  one  of  the 
emigrants,  in  the  year  of  his  emigration. 

Of  Merriam  records,  more  have  been  found  than  could  perhaps  be 
expeSed  in  view  of  the  distinSly  middle-class  position  of  the  family. 
The  number  of  wills  may  be  considered  large  ;  the  parish  entries  are 
very  numerous,  and  begin  in  1558,  the  first  year  of  Queen  Elizabeth, 
and  the  first  year  in  which  parish  registers  were  regularly  kept,  and 
the  first  mention  of  the  name,  1295,  is  far  enough  back  to  satisfy 
almost  anyone.  In  faS  this  date  is  very  near  the  time  of  the  intro- 
dudion  of  surnames  in  families  not  noble.  No  effort  has  been  made 
to  search  for  records  after  1650;  a  few  have  been  found  incidentally 
and  inserted. 

The  yeomen  of  Kent,  to  which  class  many  of  those  whose  wills  are 
here  recorded  belonged,  have  a  creditable  place  in  English  History, 
coming  to  the  front  a  good  deal  as  archers  in  the  French  wars. 
They  were  usually  freeholders  and  men  of  substance  as  the  old  rhyme 
testifies  : 

"  A  Knight  of  Cales,  a  Gentleman  of  Wales, 
And  a  Laird  of  the  North  Countree. 
A  Yeoman  of  Kent  with  his  yearly  rent 
Can  buy  them  up  all  three." 

The  discovery  of  the  original  spellings  of  the  name  :  Mer3'ham, 
Merryham,  Meriham,  altogether  settles  the  question  of  its  meaning. 

Both  Merry  and  Ham  are  Saxon  words.  They  are  defined  in 
Bosworth's  Di£iionary  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  Language^  London,  1808, 
as  follows  : 


Preface.  vii 

Mirige,  myrig,  adj.  Merry,  pleasant ;   hilaris,  jucundus. 

Ham,  a  home,  house,  dwelling ;  domus. 

Ham,  as  a  termination,  in  the  names  of  places,  denotes  a  home, 
dwelling,  village. 

Canon  Bardsley  in  his  book,  English  Surnames,  in  a  note  to 
Chapter  VI.,  says:  "We  never  use  'Merry'  now  in  relation  to 
sacred  things,  though  our  English  Bible  does.  The  fad  is,  the  word 
has  somewhat  sunk  in  the  social  scale.  Few  preachers  would  say  as 
Bishop  Bradford  could,  quite  naturally  in  his  day,  '  The  Lord  for 
Christ's  sake  give  us  merry  hearts  to  drink  lustily  of  his  sweet  cup.'  " 

With  regard  to  Ham,  Canon  Isaac  Taylor,  in  Words  and  Places, 
Chapter  VII,,  "The  Anglo-Saxon,"  says: — "The  suffix  'ham,' 
which  is  very  frequent  in  English  names,  appears  in  two  forms  in 
Anglo-Saxon  documents.  One  of  these,  ham,  signifies  an  enclosure  ; 
that  which  hems  in — a  meaning  not  very  different  from  that  of  '  ton ' 
or  worth.  These  words  express  the  feeling  of  reverence  for  private 
right,  but  ham  involves  a  notion  more  mystical,  more  holy.  It 
expresses  the  sanSity  of  the  family  bond ;  it  is  the  home,  the  one 
secret  (gcheim)  and  sacred  place.  In  the  Anglo-Saxon  Charters  we 
find  this  suffix  united  with  the  names  of  families — never  with  those 
of  individuals.  This  word,  as  well  as  the  feeling  of  which  it  is  the 
symbol  was  brought  across  the  ocean  by  the  Teutonic  colonists,  and 
it  is  the  sign  of  the  most  precious  of  all  the  gifts  for  which  we  thank 
them.  It  may  indeed  be  said  without  exaggeration,  that  the  universal 
prevalence  throughout  England  of  names  containing  this  word  home, 
gives  us  the  clue  to  the  real  strength  of  the  national  charaSer  of  the 
Anglo-Saxon  race.  What  a  world  of  inner  difference  there  is  between 
the  English  word  home  and  the  French  phrase  chez-nous  !  It  was  this 
supreme  reverence  for  the  sanflities  of  domestic  life  which  gave  to  the 
Teutonic  nations  the  power  of  breathing  a  new  life  into  the  dead  bones 
of  Roman  civilization." 

In  the  light  of  the  opinions  of  these  good  authorities,  we  can  best 
and  quite  fairly  define  in  modern  English  the  meaning  of  Merryham 
as  "  Happy  home,"  and  it  would  be  difficult,  with  a  free  choice,  to 
desire  a  better  origin  for  a  name.  The  first  man,  Laurence,  John,  or 
William,  who  in  order  to  distinguish  him  from  other  Laurences,  Johns, 
or  Williams,  came  to  be  known  as  Laurence,  John,  or  William  of  the 
Happy  Home,  must  have  been  an  ancestor  of  whom  one  may  be  proud. 
It  would  of  course  be  a  great  satisfadion  to  find  out  where  the  original 
"  Happy  Home "  was,  but  it  appears  very  unlikely  that  this  can 
definitely  be  discovered.  Nearly  all  the  places  where  Merriams  lived, 
as  shown  in  the  wills  and  other  records :    Goudhurst,  Horsmonden, 
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Boughton  Monchelsea,  Maidstone,  Yalding,  Cranbrook,  are  in  Mid- 
Kent,  and  Merriams  appear  to  have  been  most  numerous  in  the  Weald 
of  Kent,  as  the  beautiful  hilly  region  in  the  south  of  Mid-Kent,  and 
formerly  running  into  Sussex,  is  called. 

There  is  a  very  ancient  reference,  which  but  for  one  little  letter  s 
would  exaSly  suit  our  case.  I  allude  to  an  Anglo-Saxon  Charter  of 
King  Ethelred :  the  grant  of  Meresham,  mentioned  in  Farley's 
History  of  the  IVeald  of  Kent,  volume  i.,  page  85.  To  trace  back  to 
the  days  of  King  Ethelred  %vould  be  a  fascinating  prospefl,  but  we 
must  not  allow  ourselves  to  diverge  from  the  striS  path  of  reSitude. 

The  oldest  distiniS  Merriam  reference  we  have  was  discovered  by 
Mr.  Dickinson  at  the  Record  Oiflce,  where  it  appears  that  in  the  year 
1295-6,  Laurence  de  Meryham  paid  taxes  to  Edward  I.,  at  Isenhurst 
in  Sussex.  Isenhurst  is  in  East  Sussex,  closely  adjoining  the  Weald 
of  Kent. 

It  is  difficult  to  construS  any  theory  which  will  explain  the 
existence  in  the  sixteenth  century  of  the  Manor  of  Meriham  in 
Pembrokeshire,  the  south-west  corner  of  Wales.  We  must  assume 
the  emigration  of  some  Kentish  Merriam  to  Wales,  possibly  in  the 
train  of  one  of  the  conquering  Plantagenet  princes.  The  name  being 
Saxon,  and  'he  Saxons  having  never  subdued  Wales,  it  is  clear  that 
the  original  location  of  the  name  was  in  England,  and  tolerably  certain 
that  it  was  in  Kent  or  Eastern  Sussex. 

I  think  it  right  to  state  that  until  I  met  Mr.  James  Merriam,  of 
New  York,  some  j'ears  ago,  I  was  unaware  of  any  Merriam  records 
in  England ;  he  direSed  my  attention  to  the  will  of  William  of 
Hadlow,  the  father  of  the  emigrants  (published  in  1892  in  Mr, 
Appleton's  pamphlet). 

This  gave  me  the  clue  to  the  district,  and  I  found  several 
Horsmonden  and  Goudhurst  wills  ;  visited  both  these  very  quaint 
and  beautifully  situated  places  and  others  in  the  neighbourhood,  and 
discovered  a  number  of  parish  entries,  and  then  turned  over  the  search 
to  the  late  Mr.  C.  E.  Gildersome-Dickinson,  who  laboured  most  intel- 
ligently and  conscientiously,  and  in  view  of  how  little  had  been  found 
before,  with  great  success.  Since  Mr.  Dickinson's  lamented  death 
last  year,  the  manuscripts  have  been  prepared  for  printing,  and  the 
pedigrees  and  indexes  arranged  by  Mr.  George  F.  Tudor  Sherwood, 
Record  Agent,  London. 

Charles  Pierce  Merriam. 


79,  Highbury  New  Park,  London. 
June,  1900. 
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Seaion  cf  the  Lay  Subsid3'  Roll  for  Sussex,  24  Edward  I.  [a.D. 
1295],  showing  that  LAURENCE  DE  MerYHAM  was  then 
taxed  for  estate  at  Isenhurst.      (Public  Record  Office,  London.) 


Merriam  Records  prior  to  a.d.  1400. 

1295.     "  Lauf  de  Meryhfii  vj*   viij''q''"   in  Isenhurst,'   Hundred  of 
Dill,  CO.  Sussex.— Lay  Subsidy,  24  Ed.  I.,  i?«  in  P.  R.  O. 

1327.  Witts  de  Meriham  in  Herst  [probably  Goudhurst]  xij'' 
ob  q^.     Hundred  of  Marden,  co.  Kent.^ — Lay  Subs,  in  P.  R.  O., 

I  X  3 

T  ,  -  J    »,    ,,<_     .,H        f  in    Isenhurst    aforesaid. — Lay 
1332.    Joha  de  Menhffi  xij"       J        5  j^       ^   ^^     jjj      ,3,     ^ 

Johe  de  Merihffi  iij"  jY|        p    r    q  '  ~^ 

1336.  John  de  Maryham  of  Waldron.  By  deeds  preserved  at 
Penshurst  Castle,  it  appears  that  the  manor  of  Possingworth,  co. 
Sussex,  was  conveyed  by  John,  son  of  Lawrence  Posyngevverse — the 
last  owner  of  the  property  deriving  his  name  therefrom, — to  Sir 
William  Harengaud  and  Margery  his  wife,  by  whom  it  was  after- 
wards given  to  their  daughter  and  her  heirs.  In  1333  Margery  the 
daughter  conveyed  it  to  William  Stannynden  of  Lamberhurst  and 
Roger  Laket  of  Blechynton,  near  Seaford,  which  conveyance  was 
confirmed  by  Thomas,  son  and  heir  of  Sir  John  Harengaud.  In 
1334  Stannynden  released  to  Laket  all  his  right  in  the  premises, 
which  were  holden  in  capite  of  the  Priory  of  Lewes,  and  the  said 
Laket  in  1336  assigned  to  the  Abbey  of  Robertsbridge,  with  the 
sanfiion  of  Peter  de  Joceaux,  Prior,  and  in  consideration  of  an  annual 
payment  of  10'',  together  with  a  rent  of  4^  5^''  which  JOHN  DE 
Maryham  paid  for  another  tenement  in  Waldron  aforesaid,  called 
atte  Watere. — Publications  of  Sussex  Arch.  So.,  vol.  xiii.  p.  92. 

1348.  Wifims  Merihffi  (probably  of  Goudhurst),  in  the  Hundred 
of  Marden,  co.  Kent,  taxed  at  iij^  viij*^. — Lay  Subs.,  P.  R.  O.,  22 
Ed.  III.,  VV- 

1367/8.  Robert  Meriham,  appears  as  borsholder  of  Goudhurst. 
— Manor  Rolls  in  P.  R.  O.,  181/69,  Hundred  of  Marden. 

1372.  "  WiHus  Meriham  xvj"  "  in  West  Barnfleld  hundred,  co. 
Kent.— Lay  Subs.,  46  Ed.  III.,  yJ  in  P.  R.  O. 

Cir.  1381.  Rofetus  Meryhfn,  of  Boughton  Monchelsea,  co. 
Kent,  rated  for  the  poll-tax  xviij''. — Lay  Subs,  in  P.  R.  O.,  yJ. 

'  f^iJe  facsimile  opposite.     Isenhurst  is  now  represented  by  the  residence  ot 
Sir  George  L.  L.  B.  Prescott,  bart.,  situate  near  Heathfield  Station. 
"  f^Ue  facsimile. 
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2  Merriam  Wills  at  Canterbury. 

Wills,  etc.,  in  the  Probate  Registry  at 
Canterbury. 

John  Meryham,  of  Boughton  Monchelsea,  mason. 
Dated  23  June,  1455;  proved  18  March 
[?  1455-6]  :  extracted  from  Arch.  Cant.  I.  9. 

In  Dei  note  Amen  in  Vigilia  natiuitatf  Sci  Jofiis  Bapte  Anno  Diii 
Millmo  cccc"°lv'°  Ego  Jofies  Meryham  de  Bodon  Monchesey  masone 
compos  mentis  1  bone  memorie  condo  testamentu  meu  in  hunc  modu 
In  p'mis  lego  aiam  meam  Deo  omipotenti  Bte  Marie  l  orhib3  stis 
corpusqj  meu  sepeliendf  in  Cimifio  Sci  Petri  ibm  Itfn  lego  siimo 
Altari  p  decimis  oblltf  iiij"*  Itfn  lego  iiij""^  Imbus  in  ecclia  ibm  videU 
Petri  Alte  Crucis  Jofiis  Bapte  %  bte  Marie  v'^ginis  cuitt  eo2^  iiij"*  Itfii 
lego  Alicie  M'^gerie  i  Godlebe  filiab3  meis  ad  suu  maritagiu  cuift  eo?/. 
xls  Itfn  lego  Jofie  filie  sue  vj'  viij"*  Itfn  lego  cuih  filiolo2/.  meo2/.  iiij** 
Residuu  vero  offii  bono2^  meo2^  supius  non  legato2^  do  i  lego  Johanne 
uxi  mee  et  eandm  Johanna  %  Robtum  Meryham  ffem  meu  facio  x 
ordino  meos  executores/ 

Hec  est  ultima  voluntas  Jofiis  Meryham  Mason  de  ofnib5  fris  x 
tentf  suis  faSa  in  Vigilia  Natiuitatf  Sci  Jotiis  Bapte  Anno  regnl 
Regis  Henrici  Sexti  post  conqm  Ang!  tricesimo  tercio  In  p''mis  Vult 
qd  quatuor  Acre  fre  voc  Clemens  Brownys  vendat''.  et  pecunia  inde 
recepta  dispon  g  discrecoem  Johanne  uxi  sue  Itffi  vult  qd  si  necesse 
fuit  plus  de  alijs  terf  vend  si  placuit  ^fate  Johanne  uxi  sue  ad  suu 
bn  plitum  Itfri  vult  qd  difla  Johanna  uxor  sua  tieat  omia  alia  fras  7 
teiita  ad  tnu  vite  sue  Et  post  decessu  ^fate  Johanne  uxis  sue  ornia 
^dta  fr  1  tenementa  redditQ  %  Suicia  cu  omib^  suis  ^tinen  reman 
Johanni  Jacobo  t  StepKno  her  %  assigfi  suis  impptm  de  capitlibus 
dnis  feodi  illius  p  feuicia  inde  debita  1  de  iure  consueta/ 

Pbat  xviij"  die  mens  Marcij  Anno  dni  sup''cript  Comissac^  est 
adfnistracio  Johanne  Relifle  x  Robto  Execut/ 

Robert  Meryham,  of  Boughton  Monchelsea.  Testa- 
ment dated  5  Ap.,  1468;  will  dated  12  Ap. 
1466  :  extra<5ted  from  Arch.  Cant.  I.  20. 

In  dei  nomine  Amen  quinto  die  A^lis  Anno  dni  miHmo  cccclxviij" 
Ego  Robtus  Meryhm  de  Boflon  Monchense  sane  memorie  condo 
testm  meu  in  hunc  modu  In  p'^fn  lego  aiam  meam  Deo  omipotenti  bte 
Marie  v'gini  %  ofnib^  san6{is  celi  corpusq^  meu  ad  sepeliend  In  cimifio 
ecclie  de  Boflon  ^dca  Itrii  lego  sumo  altari  ibm  p  decimis  X  oblat 
oblitf  vj"  Itfn  lego  lumi  sume  crucf  ibm  ij*^  Itfii  lego  luml  sci  Petri  ij" 
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Itfii  lego  luml  Bte  Marie  v''gini  ij''  Itefn  lego  luml  sci  Jotiis  Bapte  ij'* 
Residuu  %  omi  bonof  meof  su{)uis  non  legal  do  1  lego  Agneti  ux 
mee  quam  quidm  Agnetatn  facio  ordino  t  constltuo  executricetn  meam 
p  ^ntes/  Dat  die  anno  %  loco  supdiflf/ 

Hec  est  ultima  voluntas  mei  Robti  MeryKm  de  BoSon  Monchensey 
fafla  duodecimo  die  A^lis  anno  regni  Regis  Edwardi  quarti  post 
Conquestum  Angl  sexto  %  recitat  p  me  psonalif  Henf  Merytim  1  jofii 
Pagge  feoffatis  meis  de  omib5  terf  %  ten  meis  cu  suis  p  tiii  In  p''fn 
volo  qd  diet  feoffat  mei  immediate  post  decessu  meu  feoifabunt 
Agnetem  uxem  meam  in  dimid  mesuag  mei  ac  dimid  omi  terf  eidm 
mesuag  adiat  tenend  sibi  ad  tnQ  vite  Et  post  decessu  diet  Agnetf 
pdict  dimid  mesuag  ac  terra?/,  ^dict  reiii  filijs  impptm  Itfii  volo  qd 
diet  feoffat  mei  feoifabunt  diet  Agnetem  in  al  dimid  diet  mesuage  % 
at  dimid  diet  terr  eu  suis  ptiii  tenend  sibi  quousc^  jun  filius  meus  vefi 
ad  etatem  viginti  annoT^  Et  tune  ofiies  filij  mei  heBunt  dimid  diet 
mesuag  cu  dimid  diet  terr  1  suis  ptiii  tenend  iH  hered  1  assign  suis 
impptm  Itifi  volo  qd  diet  feoffat  mei  immediate  post  deeessum  meu 
vendent  una  peeiam  terr  cii  suis  ptiii  vocat  Sketfeld  et  pecunia  inde 
fidelit"^  disponant''  ad  maritag  dua^  filia'2^  que  p''ffi  veii  ad  maritag  Et 
si  eontingat  filie  mee  obijg  anteqm  vefi  ad  etatem  ^dict  viginti  anno2^ 
tune  volo  qd  post  decessii  diflf  Agnetf  uxis  mee  feoffat  mei  vendent 
mesuag  meu  eu  ofiiibj  terr^  meis  1  suis  ptifi  mellor  ^c  quo  potint  Et 
pecunia  inde  fldelit''  disponaf  ad  maritag  filia'^  secundu  quantitatem 
filia?^  meaT^  que  ante  decessu  meu  ad  maritag  sua  liueriit  Et  de 
residue  diet  pecuniae/,  fidelit'  dispoii  ad  opus  eeclie  de  Boflon  pdict 
quadraginta  solidc)  Et  residuu  diet  pecuniaT^  fidelit''  distribuat''  int 
filias  meas  Itfii  volo  qd  dti  feoffati  mei  Kebant  p  labore  suo  ij^Dat 
die  anno  7  loco  supMiet  In  cuius  rei  testimoniu  huic  ^senti  ultima 
mee  sigillii  meu  apposui/ 

William  Meryham,  of  Boughton  Monchelsea.  Dated 
16  Jan,  1478  ;  proved  2  March  [?  1478-9]  :  ex- 
trafted  from  Arch.  Cant.  III.  10. 

In  dei  noie  Amen  xvj  die  Januarij  Anno  Diii  mccccviij"  Ego  WiRms 
Merytim  de  Bofloii  Monchese  sane  memorie  eondo  testm  meu  in  hunc 
mod  In  p'mis  lego  aiam  mea  omipotenti  Bte  M°  virgini  t  omibj  stis 
celi  corpusqj  mei  ad  sepeliend  in  cimifio  ecctie  sti  Pet  de  Bofloii  ^did 
Itfn  lego  suffio  Altari  iBm  p  dec  %  oblac  1  iniuste  detentf  viij''  Itffi 
euitt  tm  existeii  in  eeelia  pdict  ij"*  Itfii  cuitt  filiolo^!/.  1  filial^  meoT/ 
ij"  Res  v°  omi  bonoT/:  meoT^  supius  non  legal  do  %  lego  Bfidict  uxi 
mee  qua  falo  exec  meam/     Dat  die  anno  l  loco  supMiflf/ 

Hec  est  ultima  voluntas  mei  ^diS  Willi  fact  die  anno  %  loco 
sup'didf  %  recitat  p  me  pset  Joti=  Thomas  Jolii  Clerk  %  Jotii  Pagge 
feoffatf  meis  de  %  in  omib3  terr  1  teri  meis  cum  suis  ptiii  In  pmis  volo 
q  diflg   feoffat  mei   immediate  post  decessu   meu    feoffabunt  ^dicP 
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Benedief  in  mes  meo  in  quo  maneo  cum  duab3  pec  terr  eid  adiac 
tenend  sibi  %  assign  suis  durante  vita  sua  soluend  ad  maritag  cuiustt 
flliai!^  mta.1^  xxxiij^  iiij''  1  post  decessu  diet  Benedict  ^dicf  mesuag 
cum  diet  duab3  pec  terr  reman  filijs  meis  in  feod  simplic  Itfn  volo  qd 
diet  feofFat  mei  immediate  post  decessu  meu  feoffabut  filios  meos  in 
omibj  alijs  terr  meis  tenend  iH  her  i  assign  suis  imppm  soluend  ad 
marif  cuiustit  filia!^  mea2^  xxxiij*  iiij'*  Dat  ut  sup"/ 

Probat  fuit  ij  marcij  comissa  est  executrici  in  eod  teste  noiat/ 

Stephan  Meryham,  of  Boughton  Monchelsea.  Dated 
8  March,  1479;  proved  31  July,  1480:  ex- 
tracted from  Cons.  Cant.  II.  492/505. 

In  dei  noie  Amen  Octauo  die  mensis  Marcij  Anno  Dni  Mittimo 
cccclxxix  Ego  Stephafls  MeryKm  de  BoSon  Monchese  sane  memorie 
condo  testamentum  meu  in  hunc  modum  In  primis  lego  anima  meam 
deo  orhipotenti  beate  Marie  virgini  i  oifiibus  stis  celi  corpusqj  meum 
ad  sepeliend  in  cimifio  ecclie  sti  Petri  de  BoSon  ^dicf  Itm  lego  sumo 
altari  ibm  p  decimis  t  oblacoibus  oblitf  1  iniuste  detentf  xij''  !ni  sufne 
crucf  ibm  xij"  tni  sti  Petri  ibm  xij""  tni  beate  Marie  ibm  iiij"*  Ini  ste 
Johannis  Bapte  iiij"^  Ini  sti  Christofori  ibm  ij**  Itfii  lego  Johanne 
matri  mee  una  vaccam  If  lego  Benedict  Langlee  suienf  me  xP 
Residuu  u"  omi  bono^  meo^/.  supius  no  legaf  do  i  lego  Johanne  ux 
mee  qua  facio  unicu  Thoma  Covenney  exef  meos  p  fystes  /  Daf  die 
anno  %  loco  sup'diflis/ 

Thys  is  the  last  will  of  me  the  saide  Stephen  made  the  day  yer 
and  place  abovesaide  and  rehersyd  by  me  psonally  to  Harry  Merylim 
Gy  Hont  and  Amery  Herynden  my  feoffeis  of  and  in  all  my  landys 
and  tentf  with  app''tenntf  lyeing  i  beyng  in  Boflon  aforesaid  Merden 
and  Maydeston  or  els  were  fflrst  I  will  that  Johna  my  modyr  haue 
yerly  duryng  her  lyff  of  the  pfytf  of  the  place  she  dwellyth  yn  and 
£teyn  pecf  of  lande  called  Hokefelde  ij  Dannys  Cokefrede  Hound- 
pette  and  Hacheland  xxvj^  viij''  Also  I  will  that  ymmediatly  aff  my 
decease  suffre  John  my  Son  to  occupy  and  take  the  pfytf  of  the  seide 
plase  and  pece  landys  and  if  the  seide  John  my  son  dye  w'out  yssu 
within  the  seide  Age  I  will  that  the  seide  place  and  pece  of  land 
called  Hokefelde  be  delydid  to  my  doughters  to  ther  heyrf  and 
assigneis  for  evyr  and  if  all  my  doughters  dye  without  yssu  of  ther 
bodyes  laufuUy  begoten  and  within  the  seid  age  of  xx''  yer  then  I 
will  that  the  seid  place  and  pece  land  be  at  the  disposicon  of  Johaii 
my  wiff  Also  I  will  that  my  seide  feoffeis  ymmedyatly  aft  my 
decease  enfeff  Johafi  my  wiff  yn  all  the  remnfit  of  my  landys  to  hold 
to  her  and  to  her  assigneis  tme  of  her  lyff  and  aft  the  decease  of  the 
seid  Johaii  I  will  that  all  the  seid  landf  and  tentf  remayne  to  John 
my  Son  to  hold  to  hym  to  hys  heyrf  and  assigneis  for  euer  paying  to 
eche  of  my  doughters  v  mfcf  and  iff  eny  of  my  doughters  dye  w'yn 
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lauful  age  the  seide  payment  to  her  part  rest  in  the  handf  of  the 
seyde  my  son  for  evyr  And  if  John  my  sori  dye  w'yn  wtin  [j;V] 
laufull  age  z  w'out  yssu  of  his  body  laufully  begoten  I  will  that  all  my 
seide  landes  and  tefitf  remayne  to  my  doughters  to  ther  heyrf  and 
assyneys  for  e(i  And  if  all  my  doughters  dye  w'in  laufull  age  levyng 
Johan  my  wiff  I  will  that  my  feoffeis  enfeff  Johan  my  wiff  yn  my 
p'^ncypall  mesuage  and  the  croft  lyeng  therto  in  a  pece  land  called 
Estfeld  To  hold  to  her  heirf  and  assigneis  for  evyr  Also  I  will  that 
my  feffeis  enfeff  the  Children  of  William  Meryfim  yn  my  landys 
called  Hatchelandf  to  hold  to  them  ther  heyrf  and  assigneis  for  evyr 
and  remiint  of  my  landys  I  will  they  be  sold  1  the  money  therof 
receyvid  be  disposyd  be  my  ffeffeis  and  Executoy'^s  to  the  Churche  of 
BoSon  mendyng  of  newys  wewys  pour  maydynnys  marrages  and 
other  Charitable  dedys  within  the  seyd  pish  of  Bo£ion  The  day  yer 
1  place  above  seid/ 

Proved  31  July  1480  by  the  said  Johanne  1  Thomas  Covenney 
the  executors/ 

Henry  Meryham  sen'',  of  Boughton  Monchelsea. 
Dated  7  Dec.  1483;  proved  9  March  1483-4: 
extradled  from  Cons.  Cant.  II.  580/593. 

In  dei  nSie  Amen  septimo  die  DecemBr  Anno  Diii  Millimo  cccclxxxiij" 
Ego  Henricus  Meryfim  senior  de  Boflon  Monchensy  compos  mentis 
saneqj  memorie  condo  testamentii  meum  in  hunc  modum  In  p'^mis  lego 
aiam  deo  omipotenti  beate  Marie  virgini  et  orhibus  Sanflis  corpusq3 
meum  sepeliend  in  cimitro  ecctie  poch  sandi  Petri  de  BoSon  fi'dict  Itfn 
lego  summo  altari  ibm  p  decimis  meis  oblitis  xij*"  Itffi  lego  lumin  coram 
aha  Cruce  ibm  xx"*  Itfn  lego  lufn  beate  Marie  iBm  xx*  Itfn  lumini 
San^ti  Petri  ibm  xx**  Itfn  lumini  Sanfli  Jofiannis  ibm  xij""  Itfn  lego 
lumifi  iiij"'^  candelabrol^  ibm  iiij'"'  cereos  pondere  viij'"'  libra?^  Residuu 
vero  omi  bono2^  meo2^  ....  supuis  non  legato]^  do  1  lego  Alex 
Meryfim  Stepfino  Meryfim  filijs  WiHim  Meryfim  quos  constituo  1 
facio  huic)  test!  mei  Execut  ut  ipl  p  aia  mea  faciant  et  disposant  modo 
meliori  quo  viderint  deo  placere  et  salute  aie  mee  pficere/ 

This  is  the  last  wille  of  me  the  seid  Herry  Meryfim  the  Elder 
the  day  and  yere  aboue  wretyn  of  all  my  landis  and  tenementes 
liggyng  and  beyng  in  BoSon  aforeseid  and  Merden  or  elleswhere 
fflrst  I  wille  that  Herry  Merysfim  [sic]  the  Sonne  of  William  Meryfim 
shalle  haue  my  place  and  iij  peces  of  land  w'  in  my  place  and  ij 
Croftes  a  for  my  gate  and  the  pote  Brodefelde  and  Moteland  iij  acf 
in  Walshwode  and  Walsh  Wodfelde  in  fee  symple  also  I  wille  that 
Alexander  Meryfim  my  Cosyn  shalle  haue  landis  called  Shonford 
and  Tomies  ij  Acf  in  Glouerswode  and  iij  Acres  in  Walshwode  in 
fee  sympell  Also  I  wille  that  Stevyn  Meryfim  haue  landes  callid 
Clementes  Brome  iij  acres  in  Walshwode  Stonfelde  ffj've  acf  and  a 
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pece  of  lande  called  Barncroft  in  fee  sympill  also  I  wille  that  Harry 
Merj-fim  the  son  of  Robart  Meryfim  shalle  haue  my  land  called 
Belamengate  in  fee  symple  Also  I  wille  myn  ExecuP  shalle  selle  an 
acre  of  my  land  in  Meryhelles  to  be  disposid  for  the  wele  of  my  sowle 
Also  I  wille  that  the  seid  Alexander  MeryKm  my  Cosyn  shalle  haue 
alle  my  landis  in  Merden  to  him  his  heyrf  and  assigne3  for  euer  w' 
this  condicon  that  the  seid  Alexander  pay  or  do  pay  [i/V]  to  StevjTi 
Merylim  his  Brother  xxvj'  viij''  and  to  Herry  Meryfim  his  Brother 
xxvj*  viij''  /  Theis  wittnes  Sir  John  Walker  Vicarij  of  Boflon  a  for- 
seid  and  John  Brystowe  Parish  Gierke  of  BoSon/ 

Proved   9   March   1483-4   by  Alexander,  Stephen    and    Henry 
Meryfim  the  sons  and  William  Meryfim  the  Executors/ 

Henry  Meryam,  of  Boughton  Monchelsea.  Dated 
17  Sep.,  1490;  proved  10  Jan.,  1491:  ex- 
trafted  from  Cons.  Cant.  III.  308. 

In  dei  Nomine  Amen  xvij""  die  mensis  Septembris  Anno  Dni 
mcccclxxxx™"  Ego  Henricus  Merj'am  de  pochia  de  Boflon  Monchese 
sane  mentf  %  bone  memorie  condo  testamentum  meu  ultima  mea 
continens  voluntatem  in  hunc  modum  In  primis  lego  aimam  meam 
deo  omipotenti  Bte  Marie  Virgini  x  omibj  stis  corpusqj  meum  sepe- 
liend  in  cimifio  ecclie  pocfi  sti  Petri  de  BoSon  Monchese  ^dta  Itfn 
lego  suiho  altari  ibm  g  decimis  meis  oblitC  xx"*  Itfn  volo  qd  Johanna 
uxor  mea  fieat  omia  terf  t  teii  mea  ad  fminu  vite  sue  utrum  ipa 
impregnat  iam  fuit  masculo  vel  femella  Residuu  vero  omi  bono!!^ 
meo2^  do  1  lego  eidffi  Johanne  uxori  mee  quaquid  Johaii  ordino  facio 
%  constituo  huius  testamenti  mei  executre  ut  ipa  disponat  p  anima 
mea  sicut  melius  sibi  videbit'  deo  placere  ....  mee  proficere/ 
Proved  lo  Jan.  149 1  by  the  sole  executrix/. 

John  Mereham,  of  Goudhurst.  Dated  i6  May, 
1497;  proved  27  Sep.,  1497:  extracted  from 
Arch.  Cant.  VI.  10. 

In  dei  Nomine  Amen  sexta  decimo  die  mense  May  Anno  Dfii 
millimo  cccclxxxxvij""  Ego  Jofies  Merefim  de  pochia  de  Goutherst 
compos  mentis  saneq^  memorie  condo  testffi  meu  in  hunc  modum  In 
primis  lego  anima  mea  Deo  omnipotenti  beate  Marie  virgini  1  omnibus 
t  sanflis  celi  corpg  qj  meu  sepeliend  in  Cimiterio  ecclie  pochialis  de 
Goutherst  predifig  Itfn  lego  summo  altari  iBm  p  decimis  meis  oblitis 
1  negligentis  iiij''  Itm  lego  lufrii  hersie  iBm  iiij''  Itfn  facio  ordino  t 
constituo  Stepfim  Merefim  1  Henricu  Burgeis  meos  executor  ut  ipl 
disponat  p  anima  mea  put  eis  melius  i  salubrius  videbitur  faciend/ 
This   is    the    last   will  of  me  John    Merefim  of  the  pisshe  of 
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Goutherst  made  the  xvj"'  day  of  the  monyth  of  May  in  the  xij"'  yere 
1  Reyne  of  Kyng  Henry  the  vij"'  fflrst  I  will  that  my  feoffeis  the 
which  stonnyth  infeofFed  in  ij  pecf  of  land  at  Downe  Tott  shall 
suffre  Stephen  Merefim  and  Henry  Burgeis  myn  Execut"  to  sell  the 
said  ij  pecis  of  land  to  fullflll  this  my  said  last  Will  and  Testament 
and  in  payng  of  my  Dettys  and  the  ofiplus  of  the  money  of  the  said 
ij  pecis  of  land  to  be  deuided  equally  to  the  mariage  of  my  ij 
Doughters  Jone  %  Elizabeth  whan  they  or  any  of  the  cume  to  the  age 
of  xx''  yeris  And  yf  any  of  them  to  decease  \_sic]  befor  they  be 
maried  eyther  of  them  to  be  other  heir  And  yf  both  of  them  decease 
befor  they  be  maried  that  than  all  suche  money  as  ys  assigned  unto 
ther  mariage  to  be  disposid  of  by  the  discrecofl  of  my  said  Execut"'* 
in  Charitable  dedis  as  they  canne  thynke  most  conuenient  Also  I 
will  that  my  feoffeis  shall  suffyr  Jone  my  wiff  to  haue  and  take  the 
Issues  1  pfittC  of  my  mesuage  and  londis  the  ex  [f/V]  duryng  all  the 
season  that  she  ys  soole  and  my  Widowe  she  kepyng  all  Repacofl  % 
Charge  pteynyng  to  the  said  mesuage  and  londis  duryng  the  said 
terme  And  she  to  haue  the  charge  %  kepyng  of  my  childryn  duryng 
the  season  that  she  is  my  widow  And  whan  efl  she  marie  Than  I 
will  that  myn  Executf  shall  take  the  Issues  i  pfittis  of  the  said 
mesuage  and  londis  to  the  exhibicofi  and  ffyndyng  of  my  said 
Childryn  Also  I  will  that  whan  my  ij  Sonnes  Stephyn  and  Thomas 
cume  to  the  age  of  xxij"  yeris  that  than  I  will  my  said  messuage  x 
londis  shall  equally  to  be  deuyded  to  the  said  Stephyn  and  Thomas 
or  to  any  of  them  whan  he  comyth  to  the  said  age  of  xxij''  yeris  xx*' 
marke  of  good  %  usuall  money  of  Inglond  And  yf  any  of  them  to 
discease  before  the  said  age  either  of  them  to  be  other  heyr  Also 
I  will  that  ;all  suche  Issues  and  pfyttis  growyng  of  the  vauntage  of 
the  said  mesuage  and  londis  to  be  Receuyd  by  myne  execuf^s  they 
to  Reward  hym  that  hath  most  nede  as  can  be  thought  by  ther 
discressions  Also  I  will  that  whan  the  said  Stephyn  comyth  to  the 
said  age  of  xxij''  yeris  he  to  have  my  said  mesuage  ij  gardyns  and 
iiij  pecis  of  lond  to  hym  1  to  his  heyrs  in  fee  symple  Also  I  will 
and  Jone  my  wiff  [«'<:]  she  to  haue  out  of  the  said  mesuage  and  all 
the  londys  during  terme  of  her  liffe  yerly  at  iiij  termys  of  the  yere 
vj'  viij''  by  euyn  porcofis  And  for  noone  paiement  of  the  same 
the  said  Jone  or  his  [i/V]  assignes  to  distrayne  In  the  said  mesuage 
and  londf  and  in  e(iy  pcell  therof  Also  I  will  that  the  said  Jone  my 
wiff  shalhaue  Immediatly  after  my  decease  all  my  stuff  forth  w'  a 
Cowe  and  a  halfer  Except  ij  Brasse  pottys  and  ij  Brasse  pannys 
Also  1  will  yf  yt  shuld  that  yf  [j/c]  of  the  said  Sonnys  shuld  decease 
befor  the  said  age  of  xxij''  yere  that  than  I  will  but  ij  pecis  of  land 
of  his  pte  that  so  dieth  the  whiche  canne  be  thought  most  conuenient 
be  myfl  seid  executours  or  there  assygn  shalbe  sold  to  the  best  price 
that  they  canne  And  the  money  therof  so  Receuyd  to  be  bestowed 
in  this  maner  of  wise  ffirst  to  anne  honest  secular  prest  in  the  chirche 
of  Gougherst  ther  to  syng  and  sale  a  Trentall  be  the  space  of  half  a 
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yere  v*'  And  the  Residue  of  the  said  money  to  be  bestowid  in 
Charitable  dedis  for  my  soule  and  all  my  frendis  as  can  be  thought 
most  convenient  by  the  discression  of  my  said  executours  or  there 
assigneis/ 

Proved  27  Sep.  1497  by  the  said  executors. 

Stephen  Mereham,  of  Goudhurst.  Dated  3  Odt., 
1506;  proved  19  May,  1507:  extradled  from 
Arch.  Cant.  X.  6. 

In  dei  n5Te  amen  tercio  die  mens  OSobris  Ao  Dfii  Millio  quigen""" 
sexf  Ego  Stepfius  MereKm  de  pocfi  de  Goutherst  compos  mentf 
saneq3  memorie  existen  Condo  testm  meu  in  hunc  modu  In  p'mis  lego 
alam  mea  Deo  oipotet  bte  Marie  Virgini  t  omib3  stis  celi  corpus  qj 
meu  ad  sepeliend  in  Cimitio  ecclie  bte  M''  Virginia  de  Goutherst  ^ta 
Itifi  lego  sumo  altari  ibm  p  decimis  meis  oblitf  et  necletf  vj''  It  lego 
liii  hersie  ibm  viij'*  Itrrt  lego  Juliane  uxi  mee  totu  Instamefi  Domicilm 
domus  mee  in  quo  Ego  inhabit  ac  una  vacca  %  quiqj  porcos  resiat 
Rico  filio  meo  unu  molendum  pomarij  cum  orhib}  instrumentf  eiusdm 
molendm  pomarij  existenf  ac  unu  pannQ  apud  le  hardwell  in  aula 
domQ  pdict  Et  unu  quarie  in  coginull  eiusd  Residum  omi  bono?/: 
meo!!^  non  legato 2^  debitf  meis  psolutf  do  1  lego  ^fato  Rico  MereKm 
filio  meo  que  ordino  1  facio  executorem  meu  ut  ipe  disponat  p  solute 
ani  mee  put  ei  melius  videbit"^  expedif  Itiri  lego  Johane  filie  mee  ad 
maritaiu  suu  x  fiicas  ad  solued  p  spaciii  duo2^  anno2^  vi3  in  die 
maritagij  sui  quiqj  fficas  1  in  anno  tuc  px  sequeri  quiqj  mcas  in  plena 
solutione  sume  p'dict/ 

Proved  ig  May  1507  by  the  said  executor. 

Herry  Meriham,  of  Boughton  Monchelsea,  mason. 
Dated  19  March  1525-6;  proved  10  Ap.  1526: 
extracted  from  Arch.  Cant.  XVII.  2. 

In  dei  noie  amen  The  xix  daye  of  Marche  yn  the  xvij  yere  of  the 
Reigne  of  kynge  herry  the  viij"'  and  yn  the  yere  of  lord  god  m'v'xxv 
I  herry  MeriKm  of  Boughton  Monchesey  yn  the  countie  of  Kent  mason 
beyng  of  hole  myend  and  good  Remembrance  make  and  ordeyn  this 
my  i>sent  testament  yn  man'  and  forme  folowyng  ffirst  I  bequeith  my 
Soule  to  Almyghty  god  to  oure  lady  Seynt  Mary  and  to  all  the  holy 
Company  of  hevyn  my  body  to  be  buried  wthin  the  churche  yarde  of 
Seynt  peter  the  advyncle '  of  Boughton  Monchesey  aforsaid  Itfn  I 
bequeith  to  the  high  Aul't  ther  for  my  tythes  and  offeryngf  necligently 
forgoten  viij''  Itfii  I  bequeith  to  the  Rode  light  ther  vj''  Itffi  I  bequeith 
to  oure  lady  light  ther  v'f  Itffi  I  bequeith  to  the  light  of  Seynt  John 
ther  iiij''  Itfn  I  bequeith  to  the  Repacion  of  the  ledyng  of  the  churche 
'  S".  Peter  ad  vincula. 
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of  Boughton  Monchesey  aforsaid  iij''  iiij''  Itfri  I  bequeith  and  will  to 
Johane  my  wife  the  one  haife  of  all  my  howsold  stuff  and  the  other 
halfe  I  will  to  Barthilmew  my  son  Itffi  I  will  that  Johane  my  wife 
shall  have  duryng  her  life  all  hir  fedyng  as  mete  and  drj'nke  at  the 
costf  and  chargis  of  Barthilmew  my  son  his  heyris  executours  or 
assignes  durynge  her  liffe  And  if  the  saide  Johane  my  wiff  cannot  be 
content  w'  the  fedyng  of  the  said  Barthilmew  my  Son  his  heires 
executours  or  assignes  then  the  said  Barthilmew  my  Son  his  executours 
or  assignes  shall  paye  to  the  said  Johane  his  mother  yerly  duryng  her 
lifF  XX*  stlyng  over  and  beside  a  certen  Annuyte  to  her  graunted  by 
me  the  said  herry  Merifim  and  to  goo  where  she  will'  Itrn  I  bequeith 
to  Johane  frend  my  doughter  iij"  iij**  Itfii  I  bequeth  to  euy  of  my 
godchildren  iiij"*  Itffi  I  will  to  herry  frend  my  godchild  xij''  I  tin  I  will 
that  ther  be  bestowed  for  my  Soule  and  all  xpen  Soulf  at  my  oute 
beryng  vj*  viij''  Itifi  I  will  to  be  bestowid  for  my  soule  and  all  xpen 
soulis  at  my  monthis  daye  x'  Itfii  at  my  yeris  mynd  vj^  viij"*  Itfii  I 
will  ordeyn  and  make  the  said  Barthilmew  my  son  to  be  myn 
executour  of  this  my  p'sent  testament/  VVitnessith  Nicholas  Riche/ 
Barthelmew  Yonge/  Robert  Hunt/  Richard  Yonge  i  Jamys  frend/ 
Proved  lo  Ap  1526  by  Robert  Hunt  X  James  Frend  with  the  appro- 
bation of  the  Executor. 


Barthelmew  Meryham  of  Boughton  Monchelsea, 
mason.  Dated  19  January  1529-30;  proved  5 
April  1530:   extradted  from  Arch.  Cant,  XIX.  i. 

In  the  name  of  God  Amen  The  xix  Day  of  January  the  xxj  yere  of 
the  Reigne  of  kyng  herry  the  viij""  And  yn  the  yere  of  our  lord  god 
M'vxxix  I  Barthelmew  Meryham  of  bouSon  Monchasey  yn  the 
Countie  of  Kent  mason  beyng  syke  yn  bodye  and  of  good  and  pfytt 
remebrance  thankyd  be  god  make  this  my  psent  testamet  1  last  will 
yn  man'  and  forme  foloweng  ffirst  I  bequeethe  my  soule  to  almyghty 
god  to  our  lady  Saynte  Mary  and  to  all  the  blessid  companye  of  hevyn 
And  my  bodye  to  be  buried  within  the  churcheyard  of  Boughton 
aforesaid  Itifl  I  bequeithe  to  the  high  aulP  of  boughton  aforesaid  for 
my  tythes  i  offryngf  forgotten  viij''  Itift  I  bequeithe  to  the  high  aulter 
of  langley  vj"  ItiW  I  bequeithe  to  the  Rodelight  of  Bourton  aforesaid 
viij''  ItiW  I  bequeithe  the  lightf  of  our  lady  and  Saynt  John  yn  the 
same  churche  viij"*  Itifl  I  bequeithe  to  the  light  of  Saynt  James  ther 
iiij''  Itift  I  bequeithe  and  wyll  that  ther  shalbe  bestowed  at  my  out 
beryng  for  my  soule  and  all  cristen  soules  vj"  viij''  Itifi  I  will  that 
therbe  bestowed  at  my  monethes  Day  yn  lyke  mafJ  x^  Itift  I  wyll 
therbe  bestowed  at  my  yeres  mynde  yn  lyke  mafl  x''     Itifl  I  will  that 

'  It  would  appear  from  her  will,  page   12,  that  she  decided  on  Pluckley  as  a 
residence,  C.E.G.-D. 
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ther  shalbe  bestowed  w'in  the  churche  of  Boughton  aforesaid  for  my 
soule  my  ffathers  soule  t  all  cristen  soules  the  space  of  fyve  j-eres  next 
aft  my  yerf  mynde  endyd  t  past  efiy  yere  x'  Itifi  I  bequeithe  to  euy  of 
my  godchildren  iiij''  Itifl  I  bequeithe  and  wyll  to  Alice  my  wife  all 
suche  stuff  of  housold  as  she  dyd  bryng  w'  her  at  the  tyme  of  maryage 
as  Dothe  appere  by  a  byll  of  pcellf  Ittfi  I  will  and  bequeithe  to  Alice 
my  wife  of  my  stuff  oG  and  besides  that  that  she  dyd  bryng  as  is 
aforesaid  twoo  matresses  ij  blankettf  one  Cofilett  iij  payre  of  shetf 
one  bolstar  on  hangyng  of  a  bedd  fyve  platers  fyve  pewter  disshes  two 
sawcers  my  old  brasse  pott  the  best  sauyng  oon  oil  brasse  pant  with 
erf  ofl  skalett  pan  my  gretest  Cawdryn  savyng  oon  two  candilstickf 
one  stopyn  on  tubbe  iij  kelars  and  oon  cow  color  blak  The  Residue 
of  my  stuff  of  household  not  bequestyd  nor  assigned  I  give  t  bequeithe 
to  John  and  Nicholas  my  sonnes  eqally  and  Indifferently  to  be  devyded 
amongf  theym  be  myne  executors  and  to  be  delyued  to  theym  by 
myn  executo"  at  the  age  of  xx  yerf  Itrfi  I  bequeithe  to  John  my  son 
my  best  cote  and  a  Doblett  The  Residue  of  my  waryng  Rayment 
not  given  I  give  and  bequeth  to  Alice  my  wife  The  Residue  of  my 
goodC  that  is  to  saye  Come  x  Catell  and  money  as  wele  the  whete  yn 
the  barne  as  the  whete  now  growyng  on  the  grounde  I  give  and 
bequeithe  to  Nicholas  Ryche  and  Robert  Hunt  whiche  Nicholas  Riche 
X  Robert  Hunt  I  make  i  ordeyne  to  be  executors  of  this  my  ^sent 
testamet  and  last  wyll  Itifi  I  give  and  bequithe  to  efly  of  my  executo''s 
for  their  laborf  1  besynes  that  they  shal  haue  abowt  my  testamet  and 
wyll  x'  stling  Witnejse  heroff  Barthilmew  Yong  John  Clarke  and 
other/ 

ttfllS  is  tlje  lajJt  &(lltU  of  me  the  said  Barthelmew  Myryha 
made  and  declaryd  the  day  and  yere  Abovesaid  of  and  upon  the 
disposition  of  all  my  landf  and  tenemetf  medowes  wodes  t  waters 
with  their  Appurtenancf  lyeng  i  beyng  yn  bourton  Monchasey 
abovesaid  or  els  wher  withyn  the  shyre  of  kent  fflrst  I  wyll  that  Alice 
my  wife  shalhaue  her  Dwellyng  occupyeng  beyng  1  Abj'dyng  yn  the 
^lo'^  ofi  the  West  end  of  my  house  which  I  now  dwellyn  duryng  her 
widowhede  with  free  goyng  and  comyng  at  all  tymes  duryng  her 
widohode  to  suche  fyre  as  shalbe  made  within  my  said  house  and  free 
goyng  %  comyng  to  the  water  ther  at  all  tymes  duryng  her  wydowhode 
Also  I  wyll  that  my  ffeoffees  or  executors  shall  pay  or  cause  to  be 
paid  to  the  saide  Alice  my  wefe  or  to  her  assign  duryng  her  life  xiij* 
iiij"*  half  yerely  to  be  payed  by  evyn  porcions  upon  this  condition 
folovving  That  is  to  say  that  the  saide  Alice  my  wife  or  her  Assignes 
shall  fynde  %  kepe  at  her  pper  costf  and  chargf  Nicholas  my  son 
And  if  the  saide  Alice  my  wife  refuse  and  wylnot  kepe  Nicholas  my 
son.  Then  I  will  that  my  ffeoffeis  nor  executo''s  shall  not  pay  to  the 
saide  Alice  m}'  wife  the  said  xiij''  iiij''  Nor  no  jicell  ther  of  But  she  to 
haue  her  Chamber  as  is  aforesaid  Itffi  I  will  that  if  Alice  my  wife  re- 
fuse to  kepe  my  son  Nicholas  Then  I  W3'll  that  the  Rest  of  the  issues 
and  ^fitf  of  my  landf  over  and  beside  my  Mother  annuyte  shalbe 
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takyn  and  had  by  myn  executours  they  kepyn  my  son  Nicholas  and 
the  payng  Rentf  and  Relations.  Itift  I  will  that  all  my  said  landf 
and  tentf  with  thappurtenancf  within  the  shyre  of  kent  afP  the  dethe 
of  my  mother  and  after  the  dethe  of  Alice  my  wife  if  she  kepe  my  son 
Nicholas  shall  remayne  to  John  %  Nicholas  my  sonnes  And  to  their 
heires  and  assignes  for  efi  Also  I  will  that  if  it  happen  bothe  John  % 
Nicholas  my  sonnes  to  dye  without  heires  of  their  bodyes  lawfully 
begotyn  Then  I  wyll  that  all  my  said  landf  %  tentf  shall  remayne  to 
my  Suster  Children  And  to  their  heires  for  efl  Also  I  will  that  if  it 
happen  my  mother  and  Alice  my  wife  if  she  kepe  Nicholas  my  sonne 
to  dye  bothe  my  sonnes  John  and  Nicholas  come  to  the  age  of  xx  yerf 
Than  I  wyll  that  myne  Executo'^s  shall  take  the  issues  and  pfettf  of 
all  my  landf  %  tenement^  with  thappurtenancf  unto  suche  tyme  as  my 
said  sonnes  John  and  Nicholas  come  to  the  Age  of  xx  yers  Then  I 
will  that  the  issues  and  pfittf  comyng  of  my  landf  and  tenementf 
the  space  of  fyve  yerf  shalbe  bestowed  by  myn  executo'^s  yn  the 
Churche  of  Boufion  aforesaid  for  the  welthe  of  my  soule  my  father 
soule  mother  soule  and  all  xpefl  soules  Also  I  wyll  that  if  it  happen 
my  sonnes  John  and  Nicholas  and  my  mother  or  my  said  sonnes  and 
Alice  my  wife  to  Dye  before  my  sonnes  come  to  the  age  of  xx  yerf 
Then  I  wyll  that  my  executo'^s  shall  take  the  issues  and  pfittf  of  all 
my  land^  and  tenement^  The  part  and  porcion  of  my  mother  or  wife 
then  livyng  exceptyd  the  space  of  fyve  yerf  as  is  aforesaid  and  to  be 
bestowyd  yn  mafi  and  forme  as  is  afore  rehersed/ 
Proved  7  April  1530./ 

Alexander  Meryham  of  Boughton  Monchelsea.  Dated 
9  Jan  1532-3;  proved  30  May  1534:  extrafted 
from  Arch.  Cant.  XIX.  15. 

In  dei  noie  Amen  the  ix  daye  of  January  in  y'  yere  of  ow''  Lord  God 
Mv'^xxxij  and  in  the  xxiiij"'  yere  of  the  Reynge  of  kyng  henry  the 
viij"'  I  Alexader  Meryhffi  of  boughton  Monchesey  in  the  cowte  of 
Kent  in  hole  mynd  make  thys  my  present  testamet  in  maner  and  fourme 
fovvloyng  ffirst  I  bequethe  my  sowie  to  almyghtie  god  to  ou'  ladye 
Saynt  Marye  and  to  al  y°  blessyd  cupenye  of  hevyn  And  my  bodye  to 
be  buryed  in  y"  church  yard  of  boyghton  Mochesey  aforesayde  ItrfJ  I 
bequethe  to  the  hye  Aultre  there  for  my  tythes  and  offeryngs  forgottoon 
xx''  Itrf}  I  bequeth  to  y'  hye  lyght  in  y"  same  Churche  vj"*  Itrii  I  be- 
quethe to  the  lyght  of  ou'  ladye  there  vj''  Itrfi  I  bequeth  to  y'  lyght  of 
Saynt  Peter  there  vj''  Itifl  I  bequethe  to  y''  lyght  of  Saynt  John  vj"* 
If  I  bequethe  to  Wy!m  Meryam  my  sone  one  kowe  Itifi  I  bequethe  to 
Alexader  Meryam  my  sone  oe  oxe  and  one  Stere  Itifl  I  bequethe  to 
Mary  lambe  my  suat  ij  hafFord  bullokes  of  ij  yere  oylde  It  I  bequeth 
to  efiy  of  my  god  children  iiij''  Also  I  wyll  y'  John  my  sone  at  hys 
owne  ppere  costf  and  chargys  shall  fynyshe  and  garnyse  the  Chamber 
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y'  ys  now  sett  up  at  y*  howse  where  Alexader  my  sone  Dwellyth 
Also  I  geve  to  John  my  sone  all  the  croppe  of  whete  sowne  uppon  ij 
Croftf  of  land  of  mye  in  brywghton  foresayde  whereof  6e  Croft  ys 
callyd  hokmas  Croft  and  the  other  boremas  Croft  y'  the  whiche  ij 
Croftf  of  lande  I  haue  geven  by  Did  to  Wyllrfi  my  sone  Itrfi  I  wyll 
y°  Resydue  of  all  my  goodf  catelf  corne  and  stuffe  of  howsold  a  bove 
not  bequethyd  to  John  Meryam  my  sone  Itifl  I  wyll  y'  y'  sayde  John 
shal  bestowe  at  my  owt  beryng  xx^  And  at  my  monthys  daye  xl''  Itifl 
I  ordayne  and  make  the  sayde  John  my  sone  execut*  of  thys  my  present 
testamet  Thesse  wytnejsys  Pet  leynard  Thomas  Hunt  Wylrh  leynard 
John  bacheler  |  Olj^  Roode  vecare  of  bowghto  Mochesey  and  Stevyn 
Cheseman  Clarke  of  the  same  pyshe  and  other/ 

Proved  30  May  1534  by  Sir  Oliver  Rudde  reSor  of  BoSon, 
Peter  Levenoth,  Thomas  Hunt,  William  Levenoth  %  Stephen 
Cheseman  the  witnejses  with  the  approbation  of  the  Executor/. 

Johane  Meryam  of  Pluckley  widow.  Dated  23  Jan. 
1542;  proved  21  May  1545:  extrafted  from 
Arch.  Cant.  XXV.  i. 

In  the  name  of  god  Amen  the  xxiij""  Day  of  Januarye  in  the  yere  of 
our  Lorde  god  m'v'^xlij  I  Johane  Meryam  of  the  pishe  of  Pluckley  in 
the  countie  of  kente  wedowe  being  holle  of  mynde  and  of  pfeSe 
remembrance  do  make  this  my  pfite  testament  and  laste  will  in  mafl 
and  forme  foloweng  ffirst  I  bequethe  my  Soule  to  the  hands  of 
Allmightie  god  And  my  body  to  be  buried  in  the  Churcheyard  of 
Pluckley  aforsayd  Itrn  I  bequethe  to  be  bestowed  at  my  burieng  v* 
And  1  will  to  be  bestowed  at  my  monethes  mynd  iij'  iiij''  And  I  will  and 
bequethe  to  Johane  my  daughter  my  beste  gowne  my  beste  kirtell  my 
beste  pety  cote  a  paler  of  shetes  and  a  slopenet  Itin  I  bequethe  to  John 
ffrende  vj^  vilj''  of  money  my  beste  cheste  a  paier  of  shetes  and  a  little 
ketill  Itfn  I  bequethe  to  Henry  frende  a  table  a  paier  of  Tresselles  and 
a  Dyaper  shete  And  also  wher  as  the  sayd  Henry  frend  doth  owe  me 
xx'  I  do  forgiue  him  x'  of  hit  under  condicon  that  he  do  pay  or  cause 
to  be  payd  to  his  sone  James  frend  v'  w"  in  the  space  of  one  yere  and 
one  day  nexte  after  my  decease  Itrii  I  bequethe  to  Philippe  wyf  of  the 
sayd  Henry  my  white  kersey  peticote  and  a  smocke  Itfn  I  giue  and 
bequethe  to  Johane  frende  my  daughters  Daughter  my  beste  matresse 
my  nexte  best  bolster  ij  pillowes  ij  blankettf  ij  paier  of  shetes  and  a 
newe  underclothe  my  say  my  beste  coulet  my  hanging  to  hang  oii  a  bed 
my  bedstedle  my  beste  shete  of  Dyaper  ij  myled  towellf  my  paynted 
clothe  my  beste  cusshion  ij  pewtor  platers  ij  pewto'  Dishes  ij  sawcers 
my  bason  ij  Candle  stick(;'  my  brasse  potte  and  my  ij  ketellf  my  beste 
cheste  a  Laver  a  laten  chaffing  Dishe  an  Hyng  tonne  one  of  my  gownes 
and  a  kelar  Itm  I  bequethe  toed'y  of  Wittrh  tompson  James  Cheseman 
and  Agnes  Hunte  my  godchildren  iiij"*    Itiri  I  will  that  Thoffis  bachelar 
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SeSion  of  the  Lay  Subsidy  Roll  for  Kent,  A.D.  1327,  showing  that  WILLIAM  DE 
Meriham  was  then  taxed  for  estate  at  "  Herst,"  probably  Goudhiirst,  in 
the  hundred  of  Marden.     (Public  Record  Office,  London.) 
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shall  haue  in  his  keping  my  fether  bedd  my  bolster  my  beste  cheste  my 
ketle  of  potte  brasse  my  greate  spitte  my  grete  chaier  to  thuse  of 
Johane  my  daughter  And  to  be  delytiyd  to  the  sayd  Johane  yf  she 
happen  to  oiilyve  her  husband  and  be  widowe  And  if  it  happen  the  sayd 
Johane  to  die  before  her  husband  Then  I  will  that  the  sayd  fetherbed 
bolster  cheste  my  ketle  spitte  and  chaier  be  evenly  divided  and  delyiied 
amongiste  the  childern  of  the  sayd  Johane  my  Daughter  The  Residewe 
of  all  my  goodes  moveable  catallf  and  dettes  I  will  that  my  executors 
shall  evenly  divide  and  delyij'  them  amongeste  the  sayd  Children  of  the 
sayd  Johane  my  daughter  And  I  ordeyn  and  make  the  sayd  Thoiris 
bachelar  and  Henry  frynde  myne  executors  to  see  this  my  pfite  will 
and  testamente  truly  executed  and  fulfilled  And  I  giue  and  bequethe 
to  euy  of  them  for  their  labo'  and  paynes  v^  Wytnes  of  this  will  and 
testament  Sir  Richard  Wilson  pson  of  Pevington  John  Richardson 
Randall  Marsy  Johane  Kingisnorthe  wif  of  Henry  Kingisnorthe 
Thorns  Cuckowt  Junio"^  Thofris  Polhill/ 

Proved  21  May  1545  by  John  Richardson  i  Thomas  Polhill 
witnejses  for  the  use  of  the  said  Executors. 

John  Meryham,  of  Boughton  Monchelsea,  yeoman. 
Dated  7  May  1547;  proved  25  May  1547:  ex- 
tracted from  Arch.  Cant.  XXVI.  i. 

In  the  name  of  god  Amen  The  vij"^  Daye  of  Maye  in  the  yeare  of  our 
Lorde  god  a  thousaund  fyve  hundrethe  xlvij"  and  in  the  firste  yeare  of 
the  Reigne  of  Edward  the  vj"'  by  the  grace  of  god  king  of  England 
fraunce  and  Irland  Defendo'  of  the  faithe  and  in  erthe  of  the  Churche 
of  England  and  Irland  supreme  hed  I  John  Meryham  of  the  pishe  of 
boughton  monchelsey  in  the  countie  of  Kente  yeoman  sicke  in  body 
but  hole  of  memorie  laude  and  praise  be  gevyne  to  god  make  and 
ordeignc  this  my  laste  testamente  and  laste  will  in  maiier  and  forme 
folowing  ffirste  I  bequeth  my  sowle  unto  almightie  god  and  my  body 
to  be  buryed  in  the  Churcheyeard  of  boughton  aforesayde  If  I  bequethe 
unto  Elino"^  my  daughter  to  be  payde  unto  her  when  she  shall  accom- 
plishe  the  age  of  xviij'  yeares  x*'  sterling  It  unto  my  daughto''  Julyan 
when  she  accompleshe  thage  of  xviij"  yeares  x''  sterling  It  unto 
Raynolde  my  cossyne  vj"*  viij**  And  all  the  Resydue  of  my  moveable 
goodes  and  Catall  I  bequethe  them  unto  Agnes  my  wif  and  John 
Meryham  my  sonne  equally  to  be  dyvided  betwene  them  whiche  Agnes 
I  ordeigne  and  make  my  sole  executrix  whome  I  will  shall  haue  the 
custodie  and  keping  of  the  pte  and  porcion  of  the  sayde  John  in  the 
sayde  moveables  unto  the  tyme  that  the  saide  John  shall  accomplishe 
thage  of  xxiiij'' yeares. 

Thys  ys  the  laste  Will  of  me  thaboue  namyd  John  Meryham 
made  and  declared  the  daye  and  yeare  first  abouesaide  consnyng  all 
my  landes  and  tentf  in  the  parishes  of  Charte  and  boughton  or  els 
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where  w'in  the  countie  of  Kente  fRrst  I  will  that  Agnes  my  wif  shall 
haue  take  the  Issues  and  pfeftes  of  all  those  my  Landes  in  the  parishe 
of  Charte  aforesayde  duryng  her  naturall  lif  And  after  her  decease  I 
will  the  sayde  Landes  unto  John  my  sonne  in  fee  simple  for  eu  If  I 
will  that  the  sayde  Agnes  shall  haue  thissues  and  pfeSes  of  all  my 
Tentf  and  landes  sett  lyeng  and  be^-ng  in  boughton  aforesayde  unto 
suche  tyme  that  the  foresayde  John  my  sonne  come  to  thage  of  xxiiij 
yeares  And  then  I  will  the  sayde  Tentf  and  Landf  in  Boughton 
aforesayde  w'  thappurturauncef  unto  the  saj'de  John  my  sonne  in  fee 
simple  for  efi  And  I  haue  called  to  wytnes  of  all  and  single'  the  pre- 
misses Stephene  franckleyn  John  Copping  and  Willm  Reder  John 
Mo^'se  w'  other 

Proved  25  May  1547. 

Richarde  Meryham,  of  Goudhurst,  yeoman.  Dated 
I  Feb  1547-8;  proved  16  May  1548:  extracted 
from  Arch.  Cant.  XXVI.  2. 

In  dei  nomine  Amen  The  firste  Daye  of  ffebr  in  the  yere  of  our  Lorde 
god  a  thousande  fj-ve  hundreth  xlviij''  And  in  the  seconde  j'ere  of  the 
Reigne  of  our  Soiiaigne  Lorde  Edwarde  the  sixthe  kinge  of  England 
ffraunce  and  lerlande  Defensor  of  the  faithe  and  in  earth  Supreame 
heade  of  the  Churche  of  England  %  Yerlande  I  Richarde  Meryhin  of 
the  parishe  of  Gouteherst  in  the  countie  of  Kent  yeoman  beinge  sicke 
of  body  but  thankf  be  to  god  of  whole  and  pfeS  memory  make  this 
my  testament  and  Last  will  in  manfl  and  fo'^me  folowinge  fRrst  I 
bequeith  my  soule  to  Almightie  god  to  rest  in  his  glory  w'  Abrahiii 
Isaac  and  Jacob  foreefimore  And  my  body  forasmoche  as  y'  is  but 
earthe  I  will  y'  shalbe  Decently  buried  or  couered  in  the  earth  hopinge 
and  lookinge  for  the  gloriouse  resurreccon  at  the  laste  Daj'e  Itrfi  I  will 
that  my  executors  shall  refresshe  the  poore  people  of  this  parishe  w' 
meates  and  Drynkes  as  y'  may  be  lev3'ed  of  my  goodes  at  their  Dis- 
crecon  Itift  I  will  that  j'mmediately  my  decease  there  be  put  into  the 
poore  mennes  boxe  xx"*  Itrfl  I  geue  to  Isabell  Wilye  vj'  viij''  Also  I 
geue  to  Alyce  Orgarle  vj*  viij''  Itrfl  I  geue  and  bequeith  to  Johan  my 
daughter  eight  poundes  off  laufull  monej'  of  England  and  thone  half 
therof  to  be  paide  to  her  w'in  the  yere  ymmediatly  afP  my  decease 
And  thother  half  to  be  palde  to  her  w'in  thre  yeres  after  my  decease 
ymmediatlj'  Itifl  I  geue  and  bequeith  unto  Deonys  my  daughter  seven 
poundf  of  laufull  money  of  Englande  And  thone  half  to  be  paide  to 
her  w'in  the  yere  ymmediatly  after  my  decease  and  thother  half  to  be 
paid  to  her  w"'in  iij  yeres  ymmediatly  after  my  decease  Itifl  I  geue 
and  bequeith  unto  Catherj-n  my  daughter  foure  poundf  of  good  and 
laufull  money  of  England  to  be  paide  to  her  w'in  the  j'ere  ymme- 
diatly after  mj'  decease  to  haue  y'  to  her  own  use  and  profett  Itifi  I 
geue  unto  efiy  one  of  my  childers  children  iij^  iiij  to  be  paide  to  them 
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w'in  the  yere  ymmediatly  after  my  decease  Itifi  I  will  that  my  Lande 
and  moueables  shalbe  solde  to  the  best  pryce  And  the  money  theof  to 
discharge  this  my  will  and  testament  And  yf  anny  of  my  sonnes  will 
bye  the  saide  landes  I  will  that  that  sonne  that  byeth  the  landes  shall 
haue  the  Landf  xl'  better  cheape  w'in  the  pryce  that  any  other  man 
shuld  paye  Moreouer  I  will  that  my  two  sonnes  Stephan  and 
John  shall  haue  the  sale  of  all  my  landes  and  moueables  whom  I 
make  myn  Executors  to  fulfill  this  my  last  will  and  testament  Itifl 
I  will  my  debtes  and  legacies  paid  that  that  whiche  remayneth  of 
all  my  landf  X  moueables  shalbe  Devyded  emonge  my  sonnes  equally 
Provided  nevertheles  that  my  two  yonger  sonnes  shall  haue  to  their 
pte  eche  of  them  xl**  stlinge  more  then  their  elder  brothers  Itm  I  make 
and  ordeyn  my  two  sonnes  WiHm  and  Henry  to  be  myn  Oiisears  of 
this  my  last  will  and  testament  And  they  to  haue  for  their  paynes  xx^ 
to  be  devyded  equally  betwixt  them  bothe  provyded  alweys  that  yf 
any  of  my  daughters  abouesaide  decease  before  they  haue  receyved 
their  childes  pte  Then  I  will  that  that  parte  be  devyded  thone  half  to 
my  sonnes  and  thother  to  my  daughter  or  daughters  that  lyve  and  be 
unmaried  at  this  tyme  Also  I  will  that  myn  executors  shall  fulfill  all 
such  thinges  as  dothe  appeare  betwixt  my  wiff  and  me  by  a  payer  of 
Indentures  and  other  writing^  In  witnes  wherof  theis  whose  names  are 
under  written  shall  recorde  this  to  be  true.  WiHm  Austen  clothiar 
Willyam  Stephans  Witlim  Austen  wever  Richard  Wilye  Alexander 
Stephan  Robert  Brette 

Proved  16  May  1548  by  the  oath  of  Robert  Brette  %....% 
admon  granted  to  the  s''  Ex'Y 

Agnes  Meryham,  of  Boughton  Monchelsea,  widow. 
Dated  15  May,  1558;  proved  i  July,  1558: 
extracted  from  Arch.  Cant.  XXXII.  6. 

In  the  name  of  God  Amen  The  xv*  daye  of  Maye  in  the  yere  of 
o''  lorde  god  a  thowsande  fyve  hundred  ffyftye  and  eight  and  in  the 
yere  of  the  Raygne  of  our  Soveraigne  lorde  and  ladye  Phillyppe  and 
Marye  by  the  grace  of  god  kynge  and  qwene  of  Inglande  spajrne 
fraunce  bothe  Cycelles  Jerusalem  and  Irelande  Defendors  of  the  faythe 
Archedukes  of  Austry  Dukes  of  myllond  burgondye  and  brabante 
countyes  of  haspurge  fflaunders  and  Tyroll  the  fourthe  and  ffyfte 
yeres  I  Agnes  Meryham  widowe  and  the  late  wyfe  of  John  Meryham 
of  the  pishe  of  boughton  monchelsey  beynge  sycke  in  bodye  but  whoole 
and  pfefle  of  memorye  do  make  and  ordeyne  this  my  laste  wyll  and 
testamente  in  maner  and  forme  ffollowinge  ffyrste  I  bequethe  my 
sowle  to  allmyghtye  god  and  my  bodye  to  be  buryed  in  the  Church- 
yarde  of  boughton  aforsaide  And  at  my  owte  bearyge  and  monthis 
mynde  at  the  pleasure  of  John  Meryham  my  sonne  whome  I  make 
and  ordeyne  my  only  executor  savyge  onlye  I  geve  to  iiij  poore  men 
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to  beare  me  to  the  churche  iiij^  Also  I  wyll  that  John  my  sonne  shall 
paye  to  Ellynor  and  Julyan  my  daughters  and  to  everj'e  of  them  x*' 
of  good  and  lawful!  monye  of  ynglande  at  suche  age  as  ys  mentioned 
in  ther  fathers  wyll  that  ys  to  saye  as  the  saide  helynor  and  Julyan 
shall  accomplyshe  the  age  of  xviij  yeres  and  my  saide  sonne  affyr- 
mynge  the  saide  paymente  of  xx''  to  Elynor  and  Julyan  my  dawghters 
that  ys  to  saye  to  everye  of  them  x''  Then  I  wyll  that  the  saide  John 
my  Sonne  shall  enjoye  the  yssues  and  pfyttes  of  the  reversyon  of  the 
landes  to  me  geven  by  the  wyll  of  hys  father  ymedyatlye  after  my 
decease  Allso  I  geve  and  bequethe  to  Elynor  my  dawghter  x''  of 
good  and  lawfull  monye  of  ynglande  and  in  leke  maner  to  Julyan 
my  dawghter  x''  of  good  and  lawfull  monye  of  ynglande  to  be  payde 
by  my  saide  executor  owte  of  the  yssues  and  pfyttes  of  all  my  landes 
and  tentes  lyenge  and  beynge  in  the  pishe  of  langley  and  Sutton  or 
ells  wheare  in  maner  and  forme  followynge  that  ys  to  saye  to  Elynor 
my  dawghter  w'in  ij  yeres  nexte  and  ymedyatlye  after  my  decease 
the  saide  Elynor  to  be  payde  x''  and  as  Julyan  my  dawghter  shall 
accomplishe  the  age  of  xviij  yeres  to  be  payde  to  the  saj'de  Julyan 
x''  of  good  and  lawfull  monye  of  ynglande  as  ys  above  named  by  my 
saide  Executor  yfy'  shall  fortune  the  saydejohn  my  Sonne  his  heyers 
executors  or  assigneis  to  Refuce  and  denye  to  paye  the  somes  of 
monye  above  named  to  the  saide  Helynor  and  Julyan  my  dawghters 
and  to  everye  of  them  as  ys  above  named  beynge  lawfully  requyred 
That  then  from  thensforthe  I  wyll  my  gyfte  aforsaide  to  the  saide 
John  and  his  heyers  towchinge  my  saide  landes  and  tentes  shalbe 
utterly  voyde  and  cease  And  I  further  wyll  that  my  saide  dawghters 
Elynor  and  Julyan  shall  wholly  haue  and  enjoye  the  fee  symple  estate 
of  my  saide  landes  and  tentes  to  them  and  ther  heyers  for  ewer  But 
yf  my  saide  executor  or  his  assyneis  do  paye  or  cause  to  be  payde  the 
somes  of  monye  abovesayde  and  in  maner  and  forme  as  j-s  aboue 
sayde  That  then  thes  my  legacyes  so  payde  and  my  wyll  well  and 
trulye  obserued  and  kepte  I  geue  and  bequethe  all  my  sayde  landes  and 
tenementes  to  the  saide  John  Meryham  my  sonne  and  to  his  heyers 
in  fee  symple  for  ever  Itifl  I  geve  and  bequethe  to  Elynor  my 
dawghter  iij  pewter  platters  and  iij  pewter  D^'shes  ij  brasse  pottes 
over  and  besydes  the  potte  that  my  mother  gaue  unto  her  and  ij 
spyttes  and  one  cobyron  one  white  selynge  for  a  bedde  iiij  payer  of 
shetes  and  my  beste  gowne  my  beste  kertell  and  my  beste  petycoate 
and  halfe  a  towell  that  my  mother  gave  unto  me  and  a  cheste  that  I 
broght  from  Langley  and  one  latten  bason  and  ij  latten  candelstyckes 
Also  I  geve  and  bequethe  to  Julyan  my  dawghter  iij  pewter  platters 
and  iij  pewter  dyshes  and  one  brasse  potte  and  one  stopnet  over  and 
besydes  the  brasse  potte  that  my  mother  gave  unto  her  Also  I  geve 
and  bequethe  to  Julyan  mj'  dawghter  ij  spyttes  and  one  cobyron  one 
white  selynge  for  a  bed  iiij  payer  of  sheetes  and  ij  sheetes  wythe  open 
seames  ij  pyllowe  coates  wythe  blacke  seames  and  the  other  halfe  of 
the  towell  whiche  my  mother  gave  to  be  devyded  betvvene  my  saide 
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dawghters  and  one  latten  bason  ij  latten  candle  styckes  one  red  petycoate 
wythe  fustj'an  overbodyes  and  one  other  petycoate  Also  I  geve  to 
Julyan  my  dawghter  the  other  cheste  wythe  the  locke  that  came  from 
langley  And  all  the  thynges  to  be  deuyded  by  my  sayde  executor 
Indyfferentlye  in  the  presence  of  John  Coppynge  and  Wyllyam  Reader 
ymedyatlye  after  my  decease  Also  I  geve  unto  Margaret  Sharpe 
my  blacke  kertell  and  ij  pewter  dj'shes  and  to  Margaret  VVyllard  my 
russet  petycoate  and  myne  olde  smocke  And  to  father  Cooker  xij'^  and 
to  everye  of  my  godchildren  iiij''  To  Wyllyam  Robynson  one  bushell 
of  wheate  and  to  Johan  Meryam  ij^  Then  all  the  Resydewes  of  my 
goodes  and  cattelles  my  debtes  and  legacyes  payde  I  geve  and  be- 
quethe  to  John  Meryham  my  sonne  whome  I  make  and  ordejne  my 
onlye  executor  to  this  my  laste  wyll  and  testament  Thes  beynge  wytnes 
John  Coppynge  Wyllyam  Reader  and  Henrye  Robyns  wythe  other/ 
Proved  i  July  1558  by  William  Reader  z  Henry  Robyns  wit- 
nesses and  administration  granted  to  the  said  Executor/ 

John  Meryham  of  Boughton  Monchelsea,  yeoman. 
Dated  8  Dec.  1565;  proved  10  Jan.  1566:  ex- 
traaed  from  Arch.  Cant.  XXXIX.  218. 

In  the  name  of  God  Amen  The  Eighth  Day  of  December  in  the  yere 
of  the  reigne  of  o'  most  gracyous  Sovereigne  lady  Elizabethe  by  the 
grace  of  god  Queene  of  England  ffraunce  and  Irelande  defendor  of  the 
faythe  &c  the  eighte  I  John  Meryham  of  Boughton  Munchelsey  in  the 
county  of  Kent  yeoman  beinge  hole  of  mynde  and  of  parfefl  remem- 
braunce  thankf  be  to  god  doe  make  my  testament  7  last  wyll  in 
manner  1  forme  followinge  ffirst  I  will  and  bequethe  toward^  the 
reparacyon  of  the  churche  of  Boughton  aforesaid  xx*  of  good  t  lawfull 
monny  of  England  Also  I  geve  and  bequethe  xx^of  currant  monny  of 
England  to  the  poore  mens  box  of  the  same  paryshe  of  Boughton 
aforesaid  And  bothe  the  said  somes  to  be  payde  streight  and  Imedyatly 
w'in  one  hole  yeare  after  my  decease  Also  I  bequethe  to  Margarett 
Sharpe  of  Boughton  aforesaid  Imedyatly  after  my  decease  vj'  sterlinge 
And  also  the  same  Margarett  yearely  every  yeare  durynge  her  natural! 
lyffe  vj^  viij"*  to  be  gayde  half  yearly  to  the  said  Margarett  or  her 
assignes  Itfn  I  forgeve  Henry  Pemble  the  dett  whiche  he  owethe  me 
Also  to  John  Meryham  my  godsonne  iij^  iiij*^  of  currant  monny  of 
England  and  to  everyone  of  my  other  godchildren  xij''  apeece  All 
which  monny  to  be  lawfull  monny  of  England  1  payde  streight  after 
my  decease  by  my  executors  or  assignes  ItiTi  to  Wyllyam  Walker  my 
servant  vj'  viij''  ymedyatly  after  my  decease  in  lieke  monny  to  be 
payde  The  resydue  of  all  my  goodes  moveables  7  unmoveables  my 
debtf  payde  these  my  legacyes  1  last  wyll  pformed  I  geue  and  bequethe 
to  Margaret  my  wyffe  to  whose  discrccyon  I  referr  my  buryall  z 
charges  thereof  whiche  Margaret  my  wyffe  I  ordeyne  and  constytute 
D 
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to  be  my  sole  executrix  of  this  my  last  wyll  z  testament  and  John 
Coppinge  of  Boughton  to  be  mj'  oversear  of  this  my  last  will  and 
testament  and  he  to  have  for  his  labor  iij*  iiij"* 

This  ys  the  last  wyll  of  me  the  said  John  Meryham  made  the  Day 
and  yeare  fyrst  aboue  wryten  of  and  uppon  all  my  landf  and 
Tenementf  in  the  paryshes  of  Boughton  Munchelsey  langlej'  Charte 
Z  Sutton  Vallaunce  or  ellf  where  w'in  the  county  of  Kent  fflrst  I  will 
that  Margarett  my  W3'ffe  shall  haue  all  the  Issues  comodyties  z  pifyttf 
of  all  my  landf  messuagf  and  Tennementf  sett  lyenge  z  beinge  in 
the  paryshes  aforesaid  or  ellf  where  Durynge  her  naturall  lyffe  withe 
out  ympechement  of  waste  And  if  it  fortune  that  at  this  p'^sent  my 
said  wjffe  to  be  w"'  childe  I  will  it  to  haue  enioye  z  posses  all  z  syn- 
guler  the  fore  said  landf  withe  all  th'  appurtenncf  thereunto  belong- 
inge  after  my  said  wyves  decease  for  ever  in  fee  symple  And  if  it 
fortune  the  said  childe  and  my  wyffe  to  lyve  together  I  will  that  it 
shall  take  in  peasyble  possessyon  all  the  Issues  pfyttf  z  comodyties  of 
all  my  landf  and  Tenementf  withe  there  appurtenncf  Ij'enge  z 
beinge  in  the  pafrshes  of  Langley  and  Sutton  Vallance  nowe  in  the 
tenure  and  occupacyon  of  Henry  Pemble  and  Rychard  leonarde  when 
he  the  said  childe  shall  com  to  his  or  her  age  of  twenty  yeares  in  fee 
symple  Also  I  will  that  if  Margarett  my  wyffe  aforesaid  shall  departe 
this  worlde  withe  out  yssue  of  my  body  lawfully  begotten  at  this 
present  Then  I  will  their  house  or  mansyon  wherein  I  nowe  dwell  and 
landf  withe  all  and  synguler  thappurtenncf  there  unto  belonginge  to 
remayne  to  Julyan  Meryham  my  syster  and  to  the  heyres  of  her  body 
lawfully  begotten  in  fee  symple  for  ever  paj'enge  withe  in  fower  yeares 
after  she  haue  taken  possessyon  of  the  premysses  twenty  poundf  of 
good  and  lawfull  monny  of  yngland  to  the  releeff  of  the  poore  in  the 
paryshes  of  Boughton  aforesaid  Sutton  Vallaunce  Charte  and  Lynton 
withe  in  the  county  of  Kent  aforesaid  that  is  to  say  xP  to  Sutton  xl^ 
to  Charte  and  xl^  to  lynton  and  xiij''  to  Boughton  aforesaid  withe  in 
the  space  of  fower  yeares  after  my  sjster  haue  taken  possessj-on  that 
is  to  say  every  yeare  iij''  x*  to  be  payde  by  my  saide  syster  Julyan  her 
heyers  executors  or  assignes  And  for  faulte  of  payment  thereof  by  my 
said  syster  Julyan  I  will  my  sj'Ster  Elyoner  Clerk  shall  reenter  uppon 
all  my  landf  in  Charte  aforesaid  To  her  and  her  heyers  for  ever  in  fee 
symple  and  paj'enge  the  said  twenty  powndf  aforesaid  to  every  paryshe 
his  porcyon  afore  lymyted  accordinge  to  my  will  Also  I  will  that  John 
Clerk  my  godsonne  shall  in  leeke  case  after  Margarett  my  wyves 
decease  if  she  dye  w'out  Issue  of  my  body  lawfully  begotten  enioye  and 
possesse  in  fee  symple  to  him  and  his  heyres  of  his  body  lawfully 
begotten  all  and  synguler  my  landf  and  Tenementf  lyeinge  and 
beinge  in  the  paryshes  of  langley  and  Sutton  Vallaunce  aforesaid 
pajenge  in  leeke  case  forty  Shillingf  to  the  poore  of  that  same  paryshe 
w'in  two  yeares  after  he  haue  taken  possessyon  of  the  p'mysses. 

Proved  lo  Jan  1566  by  Edward  Walker  z  John  Reader  the 
witnesses  z  Admon  to  the  s"*  Executrix 
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William  Meryham,  of  Go^dhurst.  Dated  27  Jan. 
1565/6;  proved  10  March  1565/6:  extradled 
from  Arch.  Cant.  XXXIX.  217. 

In  the  name  of  god  amen  The  xxvij"'  Day  of  January  and  in  the 
eight  yeare  of  the  reigne  of  o'^  Sovereigne  lady  Elizabethe  by  the 
grace  of  god  of  England  ffraunce  and  yreland  Quene  defender  of  the 
faythe  &c  I  Wyllyam  Meryham  of  the  paryshe  of  goodherst  withe- 
in  the  county  of  Kent  beinge  sycke  of  body  and  of  good  and  parfeSt 
memory  thanckf  be  unto  all  mightie  god  doe  make  this  my  testament 
and  last  wyll  in  manner  and  forme  followinge  ffyrst  and  aboue  all 
thingf  I  geve  and  comend  my  sowle  unto  all  mightie  god  my  only  maker 
creator  z  redemer  and  my  body  to  be  buryed  w"'in  the  churche  yeard 
of  Goodherst  aforesaid  Item  I  geve  and  bequethe  to  be  bestowed  on 
the  poore  at  my  buryall  vj^  viij**  If  I  geve  unto  my  sonne  Wyllyam 
Twenty  pounde  of  good  and  lawfuU  monny  of  England  to  be  payde 
unto  him  by  my  executors  ymedyatly  after  my  decease  to  be  Imployed 
unto  his  use  untill  he  corhethe  to  thage  of  xxiiij"  yeares  at  the  Dys- 
cretyon  of  my  executor  and  oversears  And  further  I  will  that  if  my 
Sonne  Wyllyam  doe  dye  before  he  comethe  to  thage  of  xxiiij"'  yeares 
I  will  the  foresaid  twenty  poundf  shall  remayne  unto  my  sonne  John 
and  his  heyres  And  if  it  fortune  bothe  my  sonnes  to  dye  before  they 
com  to  the  age  of  xxiiij"  yeares  Then  I  will  the  twenty  poundf  before 
specyfyed  to  the  children  of  Henry  Meryhffi  and  Symon  Meryll  \jic'\ 
to  be  equally  devyded  betwene  them  Itift  I  will  unto  Rychard  Mery- 
ham Sonne  of  Henry  Meryham  one  xij  monthinge  hayffer  Itifi  I  will 
unto  Stephen  Spryngett  xij'^  Itifi  I  will  unto  Alyce  Meryham  daughter 
of  John  Meryham  my  brother  tenne  shillingf  All  the  resydue  of  my 
goodes  (my  dettf  z  bequethes  truly  payde)  I  geve  unto  Alyce  my 
wyffe  towardf  the  brynginge  up  of  my  children  kepinge  them  to 
schole  tyll  they  haue  learned  to  wryte  and  reade  Itifi  I  will  that  yf 
Alyce  my  wyffe  doe  fortune  to  marry  agayne  after  my  decease  That 
he  which  shall  marry  withe  her  shall  enter  into  boundf  as  shalbe 
thought  meete  by  my  executor  and  oversears  to  performe  this  my  last 
wyll  Also  I  ordeyne  and  make  Henry  Meryham  my  brother  my 
whole  executor  of  this  my  testament  z  last  wyll  And  he  to  haue  for  his 
labor  xx'  Also  I  ordeyne  John  Horsmonden  and  Symon  Meryll  my 
oversears  and  they  to  haue  for  there  paynes  tenne  shillingf  apeece. 

This  ys  the  last  wyll  of  me  the  foresaid  Wyllyam  Meryhm  made 
and  declared  the  Day  and  Yeare  aboue  wryten  concerninge  the  dis- 
posycon  of  my  landf  and  Tenementf  lyenge  withe  in  the  paryshe  of 
Goodherst  aforesaid  fflrst  I  will  that  Alyce  my  wyffe  shall  haue  the 
occupacyon  of  my  landf  kepynge  it  sufiycyently  repayred  as  it  nowe 
standethe  withe  out  stryppe  or  waste  untill  my  sonnes  cam  to  thage  of 
xxiiij''  yeares  yf  she  fortune  to  lyve  soe  longe  And  if  my  wyfF  fortune 
to  dye  before  my  children  comethe  to  age  I  will  that  Henry  Meryham 
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my  brother  shall  haue  the  occupacon  of  my  landf  untill  my  children 
com  to  thage  of  xxiiij"  yeares  to  the  pformaunce  of  this  my  last  will 
as  to  my  wyfF  is  before  mencyoned  Item  I  will  and  bequethe  unto 
my  Sonne  John  Meryham  my  house  and  all  my  landf  withe  thappur- 
tenncf  To  him  his  heyres  and  assignes  for  ever  when  he  comethe  to 
thage  of  fower  and  twenty  yeares  and  if  he  Dye  before  the  age  of 
xxiiij''  yeares  Then  I  will  my  house  and  all  my  landf  unto  Wyllyam 
Meryhrfi  my  sonne  at  thage  of  xxiiij  yeares  and  to  his  heyres  for 
ever  And  if  bothe  my  sonnes  do  dye  before  they  com  to  thage  of 
xxiiij"  yeares  Then  I  will  my  house  and  all  my  landf  withe  thappur- 
tenncf  to  Rychard  Meryham  sonne  of  Henry  Meryham  my  brother 
To  him  and  to  his  heyres  for  ever  And  if  the  foresaid  Rychard 
Meryham  sonne  of  Henry  Meryham  doe  dye  before  he  comethe  to 
thage  of  xxiiij"'  yeares  Then  I  will  my  house  and  landf  to  Stephen 
Meryham  sonne  of  Stephen  Meryham  my  brother  and  to  his  heyres  for 
ever  By  me  John  Horsmonden  By  me  Henry  Pattenden  By  me 
Symon  Meryll  p  me  John  Asten. 

Proved  10  Mar  1565/6  by  the  Exe'  therein  named/. 

Henry  Meryam,  of  Goudhurst.  Dated  i6  Sep.  1566; 
proved  14  April,  1567:  extrad:ed  from  Arch. 
Cant.  XL.  62. 

In  the  name  of  God  Amen  I  Henry  Meryam  oftheparysheGoodherst  in 
the  county  of  Kent  doe  on  the  xvj"'  Day  of  September  in  the  yeare  of  o'' 
lord  god  a  thowsand  fyve  hundrethe  thre  score  z  six  make  this  my 
present  testament  and  last  wyll  in  manner  and  forme  followinge  that 
is  to  say  ffirst  I  bequethe  my  soule  unto  allmightie  god  my  maker 
and  redemer  and  my  body  to  be  buryed  in  the  churche  yeard  of 
Goodherst  And  the  disposycon  and  order  thereof  I  leave  to  the 
fydelytie  of  my  wyffe  and  my  executor  If  I  gev  unto  the  poore  mens 
box  xij'*  If  I  wyll  that  myne  executor  shall  fulfyll  and  doe  all  that 
is  to  be  donne  in  my  behalf  in  that  I  am  chardged  by  beinge  executor 
to  my  brother  W^'llj-am  Meryam  late  deceased  It  I  wyll  and  geve 
unto  my  thre  Daughters  Jone  Meryam  Peas  Meryam  Elizabethe 
Meryam  unto  them  the  one  half  of  all  my  moveable  goodf  And 
unto  Elizabethe  my  Daughter  I  geve  my  two  yearynge  bullockf  over 
and  aboue  Itifl  I  geve  unto  the  sonnes  of  Symond  Meryall  to  ether  of 
them  xij*^  If  I  geue  unto  my  sonne  Rychard  Merjam  my  table  in 
the  haule  withe  the  forme  and  trestellf  that  longethe  thereunto  If 
the  other  half  of  m}'  goodf  not  geven  I  geve  unto  my  wyffe  If  I 
geue  unto  Alyce  Meryam  my  kynneswoman  iij'  iiij""  If  that  my 
childrens  goodf  shall  remayne  in  the  custody  of  my  wyffe  untyll  my 
children  com  to  there  day  of  maryage  or  unto  there  lawful!  agyes  of 
eighteene  j-eares  if  they  marry  not  afore  yf  my  wyfi"e  decease  afore 
my  children  come  to  there  agyes  aforesaid  Then  I  will  it  to  be  soe  in 
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the  custody  of  myne  executor  as  to  her  apoynted  If  I  wyll  that  my 
Daughters  shalbe  every  others  heyer  if  any  of  them  Dy  before  they 
marry  or  com  to  there  lawfull  agyes  aforesaide  Yf  they  all  dye  as 
aforesaide  my  sonne  then  lyvynge  I  geve  it  unto  him. 

This  ys  the  last  Wyll  of  me  Henry  Meryam  made  and  Declared 
on  the  day  aboue  wryten  concernynge  my  Tenement  and  landf 
wherein  fyrst  I  will  that  Isabell  my  wyfFe  shall  haue  and  take  the 
profFytt  of  my  tenement  and  landes  untyll  my  sonne  come  to  his 
lawfull  age  of  thre  and  twenty  yeares  she  kepynge  the  same  for  her 
terme  well  and  suffycyently  repayred  and  w"'out  stripe  or  wast  of 
anny  inclosures  thereunto  belonginge  but  to  remayne  to  my  sonne  at 
his  age  aforesaide  in  good  case  as  I  nowe  leave  it  If  I  wyll  that  if 
my  Sonne  Dy  under  age  and  withe  out  heyres  of  his  body  lawfully 
begotten  Then  I  wyll  my  aforesaid  Tenement  and  landf  unto  my 
thre  daughters  equally  to  be  devyded  bewene  them  If  I  will  that  if 
my  wyffe  Dye  afore  my  sonne  com  to  the  age  or  tyme  aforesaid 
Then  I  will  it  to  be  in  the  custodye  of  myne  executor  untyll  my 
childe  or  children  sholde  com  to  it  as  aforesaid  If  I  ordeyne  and 
make  over  this  my  present  testament  and  last  will  to  be  myne 
executor  my  kynnesman  John  Horsemonden  to  see  these  thingf 
aforesaid  performed  If  I  will  that  when  my  wyffe  at  anny  tyme  here 
after  should  be  Dj-sposed  to  marry  That  then  I  wyll  he  that  shall  soe 
intend  to  marry  where  in  she  shalbe  pertaker  shall  put  in  suffycyent 
bandf  unto  myne  executor  as  the  learned  counsell  of  my  salde  executor 
shall  thinck  suffycyent  to  discharge  the  same  my  executor  in  the  per- 
formaunce  of  this  my  wyll  and  of  all  thingf  conteyned  herein  yet 
further  if  my  executor  wyll  demande  bondes  afore  anny  suche  tyme 
as  afore  is  wryten  of  then  he  shall  put  in  bondes  withe  in  six  weekf 
next  after  my  decease  for  all  the  goodf  now  of  myne  If  I  wyll  that 
if  my  wyffe  or  anny  other  ment  \jic\  aforesaid  refuse  to  be  bounde  as 
aforesaid  That  then  I  will  that  myne  executor  shall  take  possesse 
and  enioj'  my  whole  Tenement  and  landf  and  goodf  out  of  her  and 
there  custody  untyll  suche  bondf  be  unto  him  made  accordinge  as  is 
aforewryten  Wytnes  hereat  Wyllyam  Walter,  wryter,  John  Asten 
Stephen  Sare,  Symond  Meryall  withe  other. 

Proved  by  said  Executor  14  April  1567. 

Joane  Mereham,  of  St.  Nicholas-at-Wade.  Dated  26 
July,  1586;  proved  17  Sep.,  1586:  extrafted 
from  Cons.  Cant.  XXXVI.  i. 

In  the  name  of  God  Amen  The  Sixe  and  twentethe  day  of  Julye  in 
the  yere  of  our  lord  god  One  Thowsande  fyve  hundred  eightie  and 
sixe  And  in  the  xxviij*  yere  of  the  Raigne  of  0'  Sofiaigne  lady 
Elisabeth  by  the  grace  of  god  of  England  ffraunce  and  Ireland 
Queene  defender  of  the  ffaithe  I  Joane  Mereham  widowe  of  the 
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parishe  of  St.  Nicholas  at  Wade  in  the  yle  of  Thanet  in  the  countye 
of  Kent  being  sicke  in  bodye  but  of  good  and  perfeS  memorye 
thankes  be  to  god  therefore  do  make  and  ordayne  this  my  present 
testament  and  last  will  in  manner  and  forme  following  That  is  to 
saye  ffirst  I  comytte  and  comende  my  soule  into  the  mercyfuU  handes 
of  god  my  heavenly  father  who  hathe  geven  the  same  unto  me  and 
to  his  Sonne  Christe  Jesus  my  mercifuU  Saviour  and  redemer  by 
whome  and  throughe  whome  I  do  hope  to  be  saved  at  the  Geflall 
day  of  iudgment  when  o'^  lord  Jesus  Christe  shall  appeare  in  the 
cloudes  for  our  deliverance  and  ioy  fullye  stande  before  the  throne  of 
Grace  among  the  number  of  his  elefle  And  as  for  my  bodye  comythe 
y'  to  the  grounde  where  y'  shall  seame  good  to  myne  executor  Ittn 
I  geve  to  my  two  sonnes  John  and  Peter  fforde  all  my  goodf  cattellf 
moveable  and  unmoveable  whatsoever  (if  any  I  have)  to  be  equally 
devyded  betwixte  them  and  the  one  to  ioyne  w"'  the  other  and  helpe 
to  beare  each  others  burthen  if  any  occasion  of  controiisie  shalbe  and 
the  same  to  be  ordered  indifferentlye  by  Edward  Whitlocke  and  John 
Sackett  of  the  sayde  parishe  whome  I  do  desire  and  for  godf  cause 
require  to  be  my  overseers  on  this  behalf  for  the  behofe  of  my  sayd 
two  sonnes  And  I  do  make  and  ordayne  my  sayd  sonne  John  iforde 
my  only  executor  of  this  my  p8te  testament  z  last  will  In  the  pflce 
of  James  Charles  Edward  Whitlocke  and  John  Sackett. 

Proved  17  Sep.  1586  by  the  s"  Ex', 

Inventory  £p.\b  i  yx.  od. 


Johane  Meryham  of  Boughton  Monchelsea,  widow. 
Sans  date;  proved  30  May  1603:  extradted 
from  Cons.  Cant.  XXXIX.  241. 

In  the  name  of  god  amen  I  Johane  Meryham  of  Boughton  Mun- 
chellsey  in  the  Countie  of  Kent  widdowe  hauinge  my  good  and  perfeS 
memorie  praise  be  to  god  Doe  ordaine  and  make  this  my  last  Will 
and  Testament  in  manner  and  forme  ffollowinge  firste  I  Corhend  my 
Soule  into  the  handf  of  allmightye  god  my  Creator  thorowgh  Jesus 
Christ  my  Saviour  and  my  body  to  be  buried  in  Boughton  Churchyarde 
or  else  where  it  shall  please  god  to  call  me  Imprimus  I  will  and  Giue 
unto  my  fower  Doughters  that  ar  married  namelie  Jane  Margaret 
Elizabeth  and  Myldred  Twentie  Shillingf  apece  of  Currant  Englishe 
money  to  be  paid  unto  them  or  there  heyres  w"'in  sixe  moneths  next 
after  my  Decease  Item  I  will  and  giue  unto  my  sonne  Esa3'e  Twentie 
shillingf  of  lawfuU  money  of  England  to  be  paid  unto  him  at  the  tyme 
before  lymited  Item  I  giue  and  will  unto  my  Doughter  Bennetf 
Sonne  named  Thomas  Hasilden  Twentie  Shillingf  of  Curante  money 
to  be  paid  unto  him  when  he  shall  come  to  the  age  of  One  and  twentie 
yeares     Item  I  will  and  giue  unto  my  daughter  Elizabethe  my  best 
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gowne  and  allsoe  I  will  and  giue  to  eurye  one  of  my  daughters  Children 
twelue  pence  apece  to  be  paid  unto  them  w'in  sixe  monethes  next  after 
my  Decease  Item  I  will  and  bequeathe  unto  Agnis  Cooper  Twentie 
Siiillingf  to  be  paid  unto  her  at  the  tyme  before  lymmited  and  ap- 
pointed Item  whereas  George  Meryham  my  sonne  is  indebted  to  me 
a  some  of  money  for  Rent  of  my  land  in  Sujsex  Due  unto  the  yere  of 
our  lord  god  one  thowsand  fiue  hundred  ninghtie  fower  or  one  thowsand 
flue  hundred  ninghtie  and  fiue  my  will  and  mynd  is  In  Consideracons 
that  If  the  said  George  my  Sonne  Doe  paie  or  cause  to  be  paide  unto 
Alice  Meryham  his  said  Daughter  at  the  Daye  of  her  marriage  or 
w'in  one  yere  next  after  the  said  marriage  the  some  of  tenn  poundf 
lawfull  money  of  England  being  a  free  gyfte  frome  me  the  said  Joane 
her  Graundmother  Then  my  is  freely  to  forgiue  my  said  sonne  George 
Merriham  all  the  arrerages  and  overplus  of  Rent  Due  to  me  for  the 
land  in  Sussex  unto  the  yere  of  our  Lord  god  one  thowsand  five 
hundred  ninghtie  and  fouer  or  one  thousand  five  hundred  ninghtie  five 
as  aforesaid  Item  further  my  will  and  mynd  is  That  whereas  I  the 
said  Joane  Meryham  Did  use  and  occupie  sertayne  land  of  my  sonn 
George  Merryhamf  lieng  in  Bowghton  Mvnchelsey  certen  yeres  paste, 
yf  therefore  the  said  George  will  not  charge  my  said  Executrix  for 
any  Due  to  him  for  the  same  lande  Then  my  will  is  that  the  said 
George  my  sonne  his  heires  Executors  or  administrators  shall  be 
clearely  Discharged  of  and  from  all  Rentf  and  Dues  Due  to  me  from 
the  said  yere  of  oure  lorde  god  one  thowsand  five  hundred  ninghtie 
five  unto  the  daye  of  my  decease  Prouided  alwayes  if  my  said  sonne 
George  doe  not  howlde  himselfe  contented  and  satisfied  w""  this  my 
will  and  Devise  Conserninge  the  saide  pece  of  land  and  my  order 
therein  Contayned  Then  my  will  and  mynd  is  that  my  said  Executrix 
shall  haue  and  enioye  the  saide  arrerages  of  Rent  Due  to  me  for  my 
land  in  Sussex  since  the  yere  of  our  lorde  god  one  thowsand  five 
hundred  ninghtie  fower  or  one  thowsand  five  hundred  ninghtie  five  to 
her  owne  proper  use  and  to  her  executors  and  administrators  Any 
former  gyfte  legasie  or  Devyse  in  this  my  will  and  Testament  to  the 
Contrary  notw"'standinge  Item  I  doe  giue  and  bequeathe  unto  Thomas 
Shore  my  Daughter  Janes  sonne  Twentie  Shilling^  of  lawfull  money 
of  England  to  be  paid  unto  him  w"'in  Sixe  moneths  next  after  my 
Decease  Item  I  doe  allsoe  will  and  bequeathe  unto  my  sonne  Shore 
Twentie  Shillingf  over  and  aboue  Twentie  Shilling^  before  giuen  to 
his  wyfe  to  be  paid  to  him  at  the  tyme  before  sett  Downe  Item  I  Doe 
will  and  bequeathe  unto  Josias  Evernden  my  Sonne  in  lawe  Twentie 
Shillingf  ouer  and  aboue  Twentie  Shilling^  before  given  to  his  wife 
Myldred  my  Daughter  to  be  paid  unto  him  at  the  time  before  prefixed 
and  appointed  Item  tochinge  the  residue  of  all  my  goodf  before  not 
willed  nor  bequeathed  in  whose  possession  or  keeping  the  same  shall 
be  I  doe  give  and  bequeathe  unto  Martha  my  Daughter  whome  I  doe 
ordayne  Constitute  and  make  my  sole  executrix  of  this  my  last  Will 
and  Testament    And  I  ordayne  and  make  Josias  Evernden  my  sonne 
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in  lawe  overseer  of  this  my  Will  and  Testament  And  I  utterly 
Revoke  and  adnull  all  and  every  former  testamentf  willes  legasies 
bequestes  Executors  and  overseers  by  me  in  any  wise  before  this  time 
made  named  willed  and  bequeathed  In  Witnes  wherof  I  have  to  this 
my  will  and  Testament  put  to  my  hand  and  seale  the  last  daye  of 
Aprill  in  the  fortie  to  yeare  of  the  Raigne  of  our  most  gratious 
Soueraigne  ladj'e  Queene  Elizabethe  by  the  grace  of  god  of  England 
ffraunce  and  Ireland  Queene  Defender  of  the  ffaythe  &c  these  being 
witnesses  viz  Item  I  will  and  bequeathe  unto  George  Meryham  my 
Sonne  one  vessell  called  a  Pype  one  kilderkyn  one  painted  clothe  w'^'' 
hangeth  in  the  hall  wherein  he  now  dwelleth  one  bedstedell  w''^  standeth 
in  the  plor  of  the  same  howse  and  all  the  residue  of  m}-  ymplementf 
of  howshoulde  w'^''  remayneth  in  the  saide  howses  all  w^''  p'^misses 
remayne  in  the  said  howse  To  haue  the  saide  p'^mysses  to  him  and 
to  his  assignes  for  euer  any  former  bequeathe  or  legasie  to  the  contrarie 
not  w"'standinge  vj"^  legasie  and  gifte  I  will  shallbe  annexed  to  my 
will     The  marke  of  Joane  Merryham. 

Witnes  to  this  will  and  testament  and  signed  w""  her  hande  put  to 
the  same  in  the  p'sence  of  Xpofer  Lambe  John  Jarvis  and  Thomas 
Nashe  his  marke 

Probate  of  the  will  of  Joane  Meryham  of  Loose  granted  30  May 
1603  to  the  Executor. 

Martha  Meryham,  of  Boughton  Monchelsea.^  Dated 
14  June  1604;  proved  16  July  1604:  extradled 
from  Arch.  Cant.  LIII.  320. 

This  ys  the  last  wyll  of  me  Martha  Meryham  made  the  foureteenth 
daye  of  June  in  the  seconde  j-eare  of  the  reigne  of  our  most  gratious 
Sovereigne  lorde  James  by  the  grace  of  God  Kinge  of  England 
Scotland  ffraunce  and  Ireland  defender  of  the  faith  &c  I  will  and 
bequeath  my  soule  to  allmightie  God  mj'  bodj-e  to  be  buryed  where  it 
pleaseth  my  executor  Item  I  geue  to  my  Brother  Arthur  Shoare 
foure  poundf  in  monie  and  to  his  wyfe  my  best  gowne  and  petticoate 
Item  I  geue  to  my  Brother  Arthur  Shoare  foure  poundf  in  monie  and 
to  his  wyfe  my  best  gowne  and  petticoate  Item  I  geue  to  mj-  brother 
Esavve  my  greate  caldron  and  xx*  of  monie  and  the  next  best  gowne 
and  petticoate  Item  I  geve  to  Anne  Cooper  xxx*  a  gowne  and 
petticoate  Item  I  geve  to  my  sister  Hennikers  two  Sonnes  xx'  apeece 
Item  I  geve  to  Will  Robinson  xx^  Item  I  geue  to  John  Merryham 
my  nephewe  xx^  All  my  other  goodf  monie  and  all  other  moveables 
I  geue  to  John  Lambe  of  leedf  (whome  yf  it  please  god  to  sende  me 
lyfe  I  meane  to  marrj-e)  and  him  the  said  John  Lambe  I  make  my 
whole  and  sole  executor  of  this  my  last  will  and  testament    In  witnes 

'  So  indexed. 
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of  all  the  premises  I  haue  set  my  hand  to  this  my  last  will  the  daye 
and  yeare  aboue  written  in  the  presence  of  these  whose  names  are 
subscribed  Also  I  geue  to  George  Meryhams  five  other  v  11  peece  [i/V] 
Martha  Meryhams  marke — John  Norton  William  RayfFynis  James 
Galys  William  Jenkins  marke 

Proved  16  July  1604  and  after  definitive  sentence  for  the  validity 
of  the  said  will  pronounced  31  OS.  1604  adiiion  to  the  said  executor. 

Esay  Merriam,  of  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital  near 
Sandwich.  Dated  21  Jan.  161 3-4;  proved  28 
Feb.   161 3-4:   extracted  from  Cons.  Cant.  XL, 

In  the  name  of  god  amen  the  one  twen''"'  day  of  January  in  the  yeare 
of  our  Lord  God  one  thousand  six  hundred  &  thirteene  accordinge  to 
the  computacoii!  of  this  our  Church  of  England  and  in  the  yeares  of 
the  Reigne  of  our  most  gratious  Souereigne  Lord  James  by  the  grace 
of  God  kinge  of  England  Scotland  ffraunce  &  Ireland  defender  of  the 
faith  &c  That  is  to  say  of  England  ffraunce  and  Ireland  the  eluenth 
&  of  Scotland  the  seauen  and  fortith  I  Esay  Merriam  of  the  hospitall 
of  St  Bartholomewes  neer  Sandwich  within  the  County  of  Kent  and 
diocese  of  Canterbury  beinge  of  good  and  perfeS  remembraunce 
(thankes  be  unto  Almighty  God  therefore  doe  make  and  ordeine  this 
my  present  last  will  and  testament  in  manner  and  forme  followinge 
revokinge  and  adnihilatinge  all  former  wills  &  testam'^  whatsoeuer  by 
me  heeretofore  made  fflrst  I  comitt  and  comend  my  soule  into  the 
hands  of  Almighty  God  my  creator  assuredly  trustinge  by  the  meritts 
death  and  passion  of  Jesus  Christ  his  Sonne  my  only  Saviour  and 
redeemer  to  haue  full  and  free  remission  of  all  my  sins  and  to  be 
pertaker  of  his  eternal  glory  in  the  kingdome  of  heauen  And  my  body 
I  will  to  the  earth  from  whence  it  came  and  to  bee  buried  in  the 
churchyard  of  the  parish  of  Ashe  aforesaid  [t/c]  neer  to  my  first  wife 
Item  my  will  and  minde  is  that  therebe  a  sermon  made  at  my  buriall 
and  I  will  to  the  preacher  that  shall  make  the  same  for  his  paynes 
xx''  Item  I  will  to  be  distributed  amongst  the  poore  people  of  the 
pish  of  Ash  aforesaid  on  the  day  of  my  buriall  xx''  Item  I  giue  and 
bequeathe  to  the  hospitall  of  St  Bartholomewes  aforesaid  forty  shillings 
for  the  reperacons  of  their  Church  there  Item  I  giue  and  bequeath 
unto  the  right  Wor"  S"^  Thomas  Harfleete  knight  the  sume  of  ten 
poundes  of  good  and  laufuU  money  of  England  to  be  paid  unto  him 
by  myne  Executrix  heerafter  named  within  one  yeare  next  after  my 
decease  Item  I  giue  and  bequeath  unto  Cicely  Gardener  the  daughter 
of  John  Gardener  the  sume  of  ten  poundes  of  like  money  to  be  paid 
unto  her  by  my  Executrix  heerafter  named  when  shee  shall  accomplish 
the  age  of  eighteene  yeares  Item  I  giue  and  bequeath  unto  Elizabeth 
my  wife  all  the  profitts  use  and  occupacofl  of  all  my  lands  lyinge  and 
E 
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beinge  in  the  parish  of  Boughton  Munchelsey  now  in  the  occupacon! 
of  George  Merriam  my  brother  of  Boughton  aforesaid  or  elsewhere 
within  the  said  count}'  of  Kent  (excepted  allwayes  and  reserved  all 
the  timber  trees  growinge  upon  the  same  w'*"  my  minde  and  will  is 
shee  shall  not  any  way  meddle  with  nether  to  sell  topp  lopp  or  shred 
them  nor  anj'  of  them)  To  be  had  and  houlden  to  her  my  said  wife 
and  Executrix  and  to  her  assignes  duringe  her  naturall  life  And  after 
her  decease  I  will  and  bequeath  the  same  landes  unto  John  Merriam 
the  Sonne  of  the  said  George  Merriam  my  brother  To  be  had  and 
houlden  to  him  the  said  John  Merriam  and  to  his  heiresfor  euer  Item 
all  the  rest  and  residue  of  my  goodes  cattells  and  chattells  not  before 
by  this  my  said  will  giuen  and  bequeathed  I  giue  and  bequeath  unto 
Elizabeth  my  wife  whom  I  doe  make  my  Sole  and  only  executrix  of 
this  my  said  last  will  and  testament  And  I  entreate  the  said  S''  Thomas 
Harflete  knight  tobeouerseerof  the  same  mysaid  lastwill  and  testament 
In  witnes  whereof  I  the  said  Esay  Merryam  haue  hereunto  putt  my 
hand  and  seale  Dated  the  day  and  Yeare  first  aboue  mencoed  Esay 
Merriam  Witnesses  present  at  the  publishinge  and  deliuery  heerof. 
Wiltm  Reynalds.  Vincent  Edwardes. 

Proved  28  Feb  1613  by  Elizabeth  the  reliS  the  executrix. 

Alexander  Meriam,  of  Maidstone,  yeoman.  Dated 
17  Aug.  1630;  proved  8  Nov.  1630:  extracted 
from  Cons.  Cant.  XLIX.  25. 

In  the  name  of  God  amen  The  seuenteenth  day  of  August  in  the  sext 
yeare  of  the  Raigne  of  our  Soueraigne  Lord  Charles  by  the  grace  of 
God  of  England  Scotland  ffrance  and  Ireland  Kinge  defender  of  the 
ffaith  &c  I  Alexander  Meriam  of  Maidstone  in  the  Count}'  of  Kent 
yeoman  beinge  weake  in  body  but  of  a  stronge  and  perfect  memory 
God  bee  praysed  for  yt  doe  make  and  ordeine  my  last  will  and  testa- 
ment in  manner  and  forme  followinge  first  I  Commend  my  soule  into 
the  hands  of  Almighty  God  and  my  body  to  the  Earth  whereof  yt 
came  to  be  decently  buried  in  the  pishe  Church  of  Maidstone  at  the 
ouer  sight  of  my  Executo'  hereafter  to  bee  named  And  as  touchinge 
my  messuages  landes  Tenements  and  hereditaments  goods  and  Chat- 
tells  whatsoeuer  both  reall  and  personall  whereof  I  am  seized  or 
possessed  w"in  the  County  of  kent  I  will  and  demise  as  followeth 
first  I  giue  deuise  and  bequeith  unto  Alexander  Merriam  my  godsonne 
of  the  burrow  of  Suthworke  London  ffreemason  all  my  messuages 
lands  Tenements  edifices  and  buildings  w"'  their  appurtenances  what- 
soeuer scituate  lyeinge  and  beinge  w"Hn  the  pishe  of  Maidstone  in  the 
sayd  County  of  Kent  and  now  in  the  tenure  and  occupation  of  John 
Byne  his  assignee  or  assignes  And  all  other  my  landes  and  Tene- 
ments whatsoeuer  w'in  the  sayd  County  of  Kent  or  else  where  To 
haue  and  to  hould  the  sayd  messuages  or  Tenements  lands  and  premises 
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w"'the  appurtenances  unto  him  the  sayd  Alexander  Meriam  his  heires 
Execute"  or  Assignes  shall  well  and  truely  pay  or  cause  to  bee  payd 
unto  Alexander  Ridgway  Thomas  Ridgeway  Anne  Ridgeway 
Margarett  Ridgeway  and  Joane  Ridgeway  and  to  the  survivor  and 
surviuo"  of  them  the  naturall  children  of  Joane  Ridgeway  my  neece 
the  some  of  foure  pounds  of  lawfull  money  of  England  at  the  ffeastes 
of  S"'  Michaell  the  Archangell  the  Annuntiaccon  of  the  blessed  Virgin 
Mary  the  ffeast  of  S"' John  the  Baptist  and  the  Natiuity  of  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ  and  to  the  Suruiuor  and  Suruiuors  of  them  quarterly  to  bee 
payd  or  w'in  fifteene  dayes  next  after  any  of  the  sayd  feaste  dayes 
on  w'^''  the  same  ought  to  bee  payd  untill  they  the  sayd  Alexander 
Ridgeway  Thomas  Ridgeway  Anne  Margarett  and  Joane  Ridgeway 
shall  accomplishe  and  attayne  unto  their  seuerall  ages  of  foure  & 
twenty  yeares  hee  the  sayd  Alexander  shall  paye  unto  the  sayd 
Alexander  Thomas  Anne  Margarett  and  Joane  Ridgway  and  to  the 
suruiuo'*  of  them  the  sum  of  fifty  poundes  of  lawfull  money  of  England 
ratably  and  equally  to  bee  paid  and  diuided  a  mongst  them  as  they 
shall  accomplishe  their  sayd  severall  ages  of  foure  and  twenty  yeares 
or  w"'in  one  month  after  the  same  shall  growe  to  bee  due  and  payable 
as  aforesaid  Item  I  giue  and  deuise  unto  Joane  Ridgway  my  neece 
one  flocke  bedd  one  payre  of  sheetes  one  boulster  pillowe  one  of  my 
best  blanketts  and  one  of  my  best  pillowcoates  now  in  the  possession 
of  John  Lowdwell  Item  I  giue  and  bequeath  unto  John  Lowdwell 
my  brother  in  lawe  all  the  rest  and  residue  of  my  househould  stuffe 
and  utensills  of  househould  whatsoeuer  now  remaininge  and  beinge  in 
the  possession  of  him  the  sayd  John  Lowdwell  Item  I  giue  and  release 
unto  him  the  sayd  John  Lowdwell  one  debt  and  sume  of  Tenne 
poundsof  lawfull  money  of  England  w'"  I  lent  him  about  the  Natiuity 
of  o'  Lord  Jesus  Christ  last  was  twelue  month  Item  I  giue  and 
bequeath  unto  Nicholas  Rawlins  of  the  pishe  of  East  fFarley  ffreemason 
my  Sonne  in  lawe  the  some  of  tenn  pounds  of  lawfull  money  of  England 
to  bee  payd  him  by  my  Execute'  hereafter  named  w*''in  one  month 
after  my  decease  the  same  beinge  lawfully  demaunded  All  the  rest  of 
my  goods  and  Chattells  my  debtes  and  funerall  expenses  beinge  dis- 
charged I  giue  unto  Thomas  Rasell  my  louinge  fFreind  of  Maidestone 
a  foresayd  gent'  whom  I  make  Execute'  of  this  my  last  will  and 
testament  and  I  utterly  revoke  and  adnull  all  and  euery  other  former 
testaments  wills  legacies  and  bequests  whatsoeuer  by  mee  heretofore 
made  willed  and  bequeathed  In  witnes  whereof  I  haue  hereunto  sett 
my  hand  and  seale  the  day  and  yeare  first  aboue  written  The  marke 
of  Alexander  Meriam  sealed  signed  and  published  in  the  pnce  of 
Tho:  George.  William  Largner. 

Proved  8  Nov  1630  by  Thomas  Rasell  gent  the  executor. 
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John  Merriam,^  of  Canterbur)^  mercer.  Dated  2 
Nov.  1628;  proved  12  July  1637:  extracted 
from  Cons.  Cant.  LII.  133. 

In  the  name  of  God  Amen  the  Second  Day  of  November  in  the 
j'eare  of  o"^  Lord  god  one  thousand  six  hundred  and  twenty  and  eight 
I  John  Merria  of  the  pish  of  St  Andrewe  in  the  Citty  of  Cant  Mercer 
being  in  perfeS  health  and  memory  thankes  bee  to  Almighty  God 
for  the  same  do  make  and  declare  this  my  last  will  and  testament  in 
manner  and  forme  followeinge  that  is  to  saj-  first  and  principally  I 
comend  my  soule  into  the  handes  of  Allmight}*  god  trustinge  through 
his  meritts  and  bj-  the  precious  Death  and  passion  of  m}'  Savi'o  and 
Redeemer  Jesus  Christ  to  bee  saved  and  to  Inheritt  the  kingdome  of 
heaven  for  ever  and  m}'  bodj-  to  bee  buried  where  and  in  what  sorte 
it  shall  seeme  meete  and  convenient  to  my  executo"^  of  this  mj'  last 
will  and  testam'  w'*"  what  chardge  shall  thinke  most  convenient  Itifl 
I  giue  unto  mj-  Sonne  Edward  the  Sume  of  five  poundes  of  lawfuU 
monev  of  England  to  bee  paid  unto  him  w4n  one  j-eare  after  my 
Decease  Itifl  I  giue  unto  m}-  sonne  John  Merriam  the  house  and 
Inheritance  w^''  I  now  dwell  in  and  also  the  house  wherein  Edward 

Hall  dwelleth  now  in  & Halden  w""  all  theire  appurtehces 

thereto  belonginge  and  to  the  heires  male  of  the  body  lawfully  begotten 
for  ever  hee  payeing  to  my  Sonne  Robert  Merriam  at  the  age  of  twenty 
and  two  j"eares  the  sum  of  forty  poundes  and  also  to  mj-  sonne  Micheias 
Merryam  at  the  age  of  twentj'  and  three  3'eares  the  like  sume  of  forty 
poundes  and  to  my  Daughter  Margarett  Merr3'am  the  like  sume  of 
fort}-  poundes  at  the  age  of  eighteene  yeares  and  also  the  like  sume  of 
forty  poundes  to  my  daughter  Mary  Merriam  at  the  age  of  twenty 
^•eares  my  w-ill  and  meaning  is  that  if  John  m}'  sonne  Dye  w'out  a 
sonne  of  his  body  lawfullj*  begotten  that  then  my  sonne  Robert  and 
Michias  shall  enioy  my  houses  to  them  and  theire  heires  for  ever 
equally  to  bee  devided  Itiii  I  giue  unto  m}'  brother  William  Merr3-am 
the  sume  of  tenn  shillinges  Itiii  I  giue  to  my  Coucen  Edw-ard  Merria 
the  sume  of  fiue  shillinges  All  the  Residue  of  m}-  goodes  and  Chatties 
and  Leases  whatsoever  m}'  Debts  c*>:  Legacyes  and  fi'unerall  paid  I 
giue  unto  m}-  loveing  wife  Jone  Merriam  whome  I  make  mj-  full  and 
whole  Executrix  of  this  my  last  will  and  testam'  and  further  mj'  true 
meaninge  is  that  she  shall  haue  her  dwellinge  in  the  said  house  wherein 
I  now  Dwell  dureing  her  naturall  life  If  shee  keepe  her  selfe  awiddowe 
and  I  appointe  Loveing  frenide  Thomas  Trusser  and  Thomas  Kings- 
foord  m\'  overseer  of  this  vny  last  will  and  testament  and  for  theire 
paincs  I  giue  them  two  shillinges  and  sixe  pence  a  peece  In  witnes 
whereof  I  have  heerunto  sett  m}'  hand  the  Daj-  and  j-eare  first  aboue 
written  B}-  mee  John  Merryam. 

Probate  of  the  will  of  John  Merriam  late  of  the  City  of  Canterbury 

'  Testator  was  Mayor  of  Canterbury  in  163 1. 
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Alderman  was  granted  12  July  1637  to  the  Executrix  and  afterwards 
on  9  Nov  1637  a  Definitive  Sentence  was  pronounced  in  the  cause 
between  Joan  Merriam  widow  reliff  and  sole  executrix  on  the  one 
part  Defendant  and  ISr  Edward  Merriam  clerk,  curate  of  Quinborough, 
John  Merriam  of  the  City  of  Canterbury,  Michias  Merriam  and  Ann 
Merriam  ats  Trusser  (wife  of  Thomas  Trusser  of  the  City  of  Canter- 
bur^')  Margaret  Merriam  and  Mary  Merriam  plaintiffs  natural  and 
lawful  children  of  the  said  John  Merriam  deceased. 

George  Merriam,  of  Cranbrook,  yeoman  Dated  20 
061.  1630;  proved  2  Dec.  1634;  extracfted 
from  Arch.  Cant.  LXIX.  295. 

In  the  name  of  God  Amen  The  twentieth  Daj'  of  OSober  in  the  Sixt 
j'eare  of  our  Soveraigne  Lord  Charles  by  the  Grace  of  God  of  England 
Scotland  ffraunce  z  Ireland  kinge  defender  of  the  faith  Anno  Domini 
1630  I  George  Merriam  of  Cranebrooke  in  the  County  of  Kent 
j-eoman  beeing  in  good  health  and  perfect  memory  (thanks  bee  given  to 
God)  Doe  make  and  orda3-ne  this  my  present  testament  and  last  will 
in  manner  and  forme  following  fhrst  and  principally  I  bequeath  my 
soule  into  the  hands  of  Allmighty  God  my  Creator  hopeing  through 
the  meritts  death  and  passion  of  Christ  my  alone  Saviour  to  receive 
remission  and  pardon  of  all  my  sinnes  and  my  body  \_sic\  comend  unto 
the  earth  from  whence  it  was  taken  to  bee  interred  at  the  discretion 
of  mine  executor  heerafter  named  Itm  I  will  giue  and  bequeath  unto 
Thomas  Merryam  the  sonne  of  Thomas  Merryam  my  eldest  sonne 
deceased  the  sorhe  of  one  hundred  pounds  of  currant  English  mony 
to  bee  paid  unto  him  when  hee  shall  attayne  unto  his  full  age  of  three 
and  twenty  yeares  my  Executor  also  payinge  and  allowinge  unto  him 
j-earel}'  every  j-eare  in  the  meane  time  untill  hee  shall  accomplish  his 
said  age  of  three  and  twenty  j-eares  towards  his  maintenance  the  some 
of  forty  shlllinges  And  if  the  said  Thomas  happen  to  d}-e  before  hee 
shall  attaine  his  said  age  of  three  and  twenty  yeares  Then  my  will 
and  meaninge  is  that  my  three  Sonnes  John  Henry  and  Alexander 
Merrj'am  his  Uncles  shall  haue  and  enioy  the  said  legacj-e  of  one 
hundred  pounds  at  such  time  as  the  said  Thomas  if  hee  had  lived 
should  have  had  the  same  to  them  and  their  heires  equally  to  bee 
Devided  amongst  them  And  my  minde  and  will  is  that  mine  executor 
hereafter  named  shall  putt  in  good  security  into  the  Court  for  the 
performance  therof  Itiii  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  my  Sonne  Alexander 
and  to  his  heires  the  some  of  fifty  pounds  currant  English  mony  to 
be  paid  within  one  whole  yeare  next  after  my  decease  And  my 
will  and  meaning  is  that  if  any  of  my  said  Sonnes  John  Henry  or 
Alexander  fortune  to  dje  without  yssue  of  their  bodyes  lawfully  to 
bee  begotten  before  they  have  received  or  ought  to  receive  their  or 
any  of  their  said  severall  porcions  or  legacys  to  them  willed  and 
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limited  as  aforesaid  That  then  such  his  or  their  pts  or  portions  soe 
dyeing  shall  be  and  remayne  unto  him  or  them  surviveing  and  unto 
Henry  my  sonne  if  hee  bee  then  liveinge  equallj'  to  bee  devided 
amongst  them     Itin  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  my  daughter  Alice  the 

laie  wife  of Harvey  gent  the  some  of  five  shillinges  to  bee 

paid  presently  after  my  decease  Itiii  I  give  and  bequeath  unto 
Katheren  and  Alice  Merryam  daughters  of  my  said  Sonne  Thomas 
deceased  to  each  of  them  the  some  of  five  shillinges  to  be  paid 
present!}'  after  my  decease  Itiii  I  will  and  bequeath  to  Elizabeth 
daughter  of  Margarett  Rich  deceased  the  like  some  of  five  shillinges 
to  be  paid  as  aforesaid  Itin  I  will  give  and  demise  unto  my  said 
Sonne  Henry  Merryam  all  that  my  Messuage  or  tenement  barne 
buildings  close  or  yarde  orchard  and  those  two  peeces  or  parcells  of 
land  thereunto  belonginge  called  the  two  Coomes  scituate  lyeinge  and 
beeinge  in  Boughton  Munchelsey  in  the  County  aforesaid  wherein  I 
lately  dwelt  contayning  by  estimation  twelve  acres  more  or  lesse  and 
also  five  other  peeces  or  parcells  of  land  in  the  same  pish  lately  con- 
veyed unto  mee  by  my  said  Sonne  John  Merriam  all  which  said  lands 
I  have  allready  given  unto  my  said  Henry  [sic]  and  his  heires  as  by 
a  deed  under  my  hand  and  seale  bearinge  date  the  eighteenth  day  of 
the  month  above  written  more  plaj'nely  appeareth  To  have  and  to  hold 
the  same  unto  the  said  Henry  Merr3-am  my  sonne  with  all  and  singuler 
their  and  every  of  their  appurtefinces  and  to  his  heires  and  assignes 
in  fee  simple  for  ever  And  touching  the  residue  of  all  my  goods  and 
chattells  cattells  household  stuffe  and  moveables  whatsoever  not  heere 
in  before  given  limitted  willed  or  bequeathed  (my  Debts  legacj-es  and 
funerall  expenses  and  chardges  beinge  first  paid  and  discharged)  I 
wholly  give  and  bequeath  the  same  unto  my  said  Sonne  Henry 
Merr3am  whom  I  make  ordayne  my  full  and  whole  executor  to  this 
my  present  last  will  and  testament  revokinge  heerby  all  former  willes 
by  mee  formerly  made  In  witnes  whereof  I  George  Merrj-am  have 
heerunto  putt  my  marke  and  seale  the  daj'  and  yeare  above-written 
George  Merryam  his  marke  Sealed  and  published  in  the  p'^sence  of 
George  Smith  by  his  marke  Alexander  Vinnington  &  Jonas  Bottinge 
Sc'r. 

Proved  2  Dec  1634  by  Henry  Merryam  the  son  the  executor 
and  aftenvards  on  23  June  1635  in  the  church  of  St  Margaret 
Canterbury  was  pronounced  a  definitive  sentence  in  the  cause  between 
Henry  Merryam  natural  and  lawful  son  and  executor  of  the  one  part 
and  John  ^Ierryam  Alexander  Merrj-am  sons  also  of  the  said  de- 
ceased and  Thomas  Merrj-am  Catherine  Merr3'am  and  Alice  Merrj-am 
children  natural  and  lawful  of  Thomas  Merrj'am  deceased  whilst  he 
lived  also  natural  and  lawful  son  of  the  said  George  Merryam  deceased. 
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Stephen  Merriam,  of  Marden,  husbandman.  Dated 
9  April  1663;  proved  15  May  1663:  abs- 
trafted^  from  Arch.  Cant.  LXXI.  436. 

"I  Stephen  Merriam  of  Marden  in  the  Countyofkent  husband- 
man." To  Elizabeth  Merriam  the  daughter  of  Thomas  Merriam 
tenn  shillinges  at  24  j-eares.  To  Stephen  Merriam  my  sonne  two 
pounds  when  hee  shall  attaine  twenty  and  one  yeares.  To  Anne 
Merriam  my  daughter  tenn  pounds  when  twenty  and  one  yeares  and 
if  my  Sonne  Stephen  decease  before  twenty  and  one  yeares  then  I  will 
the  said  two  pounds  unto  my  daughter  Anne  aforesaid  or  if  Anne 
decease  before  twenty  and  one  yeares  then  I  give  the  said  tenn  pounds 
unto  my  sonne  Stephen  when  twenty  and  one.  To  Anne  Merriam 
my  daughter  my  lesser  house  with  the  garden  plott  in  the  towne  of 
Marden  aforesaid  and  now  in  the  occupation  of  Thomas  Vcnnall 
and  I  will  that  Anne  my  wife  shall  enioy  the  rent  of  the  aforesaid 
house  and  garden  plott  untill  my  said  daughter  be  twenty  and  one 
yeares  provided  my  said  wife  keepe  herselfe  a  widdow  and  aftenvards 
I  give  said  house  and  garden  plotte  unto  my  said  daughter  and  the 
heirs  of  her  body  lawfully  begotten  for  ever.  I  give  the  rent  of  my 
greater  house  and  garden  plott  in  the  towne  of  Marden  aforesaid  now 
in  the  occupation  of  John  Chapman  unto  my  said  wife  during  widdow- 
hood  and  afterwards  unto  my  sonne  Stephen  Merriam  and  his  heires  for 
ever.  I  make  my  loving  wife  Anne  my  sole  and  full  executrix  unto 
whom  I  give  all  the  rest  of  my  goods. 

Stephen  Merriam  his  marke  in  the  presence  of  George  Amhurst 
Robert  Bolld. 

Proved  15  May  1663  by  Anne  Merriam  the  reliS 

Joyce  Meryam,  of  Maidstone,  widow.  Dated  27 
June  1666;  proved  22  June  1667:  abstrafted 
from  Cons.  Cant.  LIII.  534. 

"Joyce  Meryam  in  the  County  of  Kent  widow."  To  my  Grand- 
child John  Peirce  twenty  shillings  at  the  end  of  his  Apprenticeship  w"' 
his  Mistris  with  whome  he  now  liueth.  To  my  Cozens  Samuell 
Gierke  and  Abraham  Clerke  sonnes  of  Giles  Clerke  twenty  shillings 
apeece  to  be  paid  unto  them  at  their  severall  ages  of  foure  and  twenty 
5'eares.  To  my  grandchild  Thomas  Peirce  all  those  my  messuages 
in  East  Lane  in  Maidstone  aforesaid  now  in  the  tenure  of  me  and  of 
Wid  Hills  Samuell  Dubble  and  Robert  Read  to  hold  to  him  and  his 
heires  and  assignes  for  ever.  Residue  to  my  said  grandchild  whome 
I  make  full  and  whole  executor.     The  marke  of  Joyce  Meryam  in 

'   After  1659  I  b3\e  deemed  a'nstrafis  of  the  wills  to  be  sufficient. 
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the  presence  of  William  Head.     The  marke  of  William  Vernell. 
Jo:  Viney. 

Proved  22  June  1667  by  the  Executor. 


Elizabeth  Merream,  of  Boughton  Munchelsea,  widow. 
Dated  23  April  1688;  proved  24  April,  1691  : 
abstrafted  from  Arch.  Cant.  LXXVIII.  75. 

"  I  Elizabeth  Merriam  of  Boughton  Munchelsea  in  the  County 
of  Kent  Widow"  To  my  sonne  Henry  Merriam  40'  and  two  pair 
of  sheets.  To  my  sonne  Alexander  Merriam  40^  and  two  pair  of 
sheets.  To  my  daughter  Elizabeth  Gorham  wife  of  Thomas  Gorham 
40^.  To  my  sonn  George  Merriam  all  my  goods  and  make  him 
Executor  and  Edward  Emmott  of  Boughton  Munchelsea  aforesaid 
Maultman  and  Nathaniel  Turner  of  the  same  Blacksmith  overseers. 
Elizabeth  Merriam  her  marke  in  the  presence  of  James  Owlett. 
Jane  Hannaker  her  marke.     Nico:  Tucker. 

Proved  24  April  1 69 1  by  George  Merriam  the  son  the  sole  executor. 

William  Meriam,  of  Sandwich,  weaver.  Dated  13 
Dec.  1700;  proved  14  Jan.  1700-1  :  abstra6led 
from  Arch.  Cant.  LXXIX.  438. 

"  I  William  Meriam  of  the  towne  and  Port  of  Sandwich  in  the 
County  of  Kent  Weaver"  To  my  sonn  William  £i-00.  To  my 
daughter  Anna  _^I0.  To  my  kinsman  Benjamin  Fellow  ^^5.  I 
constitute  and  appoint  M''  Samuel  Ketcherell  and  my  loveing  wife 
Anna  Meriam  my  joint  Executors  and  do  give  my  said  wife  Thre 
score  pounds.  William  Meriam  his  marke  in  the  p'sence  of  I  Benson. 
Samu'*  Ketcherell  Chr.  Love. 

Proved  14  Jan  1700  by  Samuel  Ketcherell  one  of  the  exors  and 
power  reserved  for  Anna  Meriam  the  other  exor  when  she  shall  come 
to  seek  for  it. 


Stephen  Meriam,  of  Marden,  husbandman.  Dated 
ID  Oft.  1704;  proved  9  June  17 10:  abstraded 
from  Arch.  Cant.  LXXXI.  269. 

"  I  Stephen  Meriam  of  Marden  in  the  County  of  Kent  Husband- 
man" To  Stephen  Carle}-,  Anne  Carley,  Elizabeth  Carley,  James 
Carley,  Mary  Carley,  and  Esther  Carley  each  the  Children  of  my 
late  Sister  Anne  Carley  one  shilling.  I  constitute  Elizabeth  my  now 
loving  wife  whole  and  sole  executor  to  whom  I  give  the  residue  of 
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my  goods.  Stephen  Merriam  his  mark  in  the  presence  of  Geo: 
Amhurst  sen!  George  Amhurst  juiV  Anne  Dansy. 

Proved  9  June  17 10  by  Elizabeth  Meriam  widow  Relifl  and  sole 
executrix. 

Jane  Merryam  ats  Joy,  of  Boughton  Monchelsea, 
widow.  Dated  22  June  171 5  ;  Codicil  9  March 
17 1 8-9  ;  proved  14  April  171 9:  abstrafted  from 
Arch.  Cant.  LXXXIII.  44. 

"I  Jane  Merryam  ats  Joy  of  Boughton  Mounchelsea  in  the 
County  of  Kent  widow "  To  Alexander  Merryam  of  Boughton 
aforesaid  Quarry  =  Mason  5'  To  Elizabeth  Merryham  now  living 
with  me  and  unto  Mary  the  wife  of  John  Cheesman  of  Bersted  in  the 
County  aforesaid  husbandman  ^"5  apeece.  To  the  said  Elizabeth  and 
Mary  all  my  wearing  Apparrel.  To  my  kinsman  Peter  Rayns  of 
Tovell  in  the  Parish  of  Maidstone  Yeoman  my  small  Messuage  or 
Cottage  with  the  Garden  Spott  lying  amongst  the  Quarrys  of  Boughton 
Mounchelsea  now  in  my  own  tenure  to  hold  to  him  his  Heirs  and 
Assignes  for  ever  and  I  do  hereby  give  him  all  the  rest  of  my  goods 
and  personal  estate  whatsoever  and  do  hereby  appoint  him  sole 
Executor.  The  mark  of  Jane  Merriam  ats  Joy.  Witnesses — 
Edward  Gilbert  Edw:  Rose.  William  Day. 

Memorandum  whereas  I  the  within  named  have  given  unto  Mary 
the  wife  of  John  Cheesman  of  Bearsted  j^5  and  half  my  wearing 
apparrel  now  I  do  give  the  said  Mary  instead  thereof  only  40'  and  all  the 
said  Apparel  and  Cloaths  I  give  to  the  within  named  Elizabeth 
Merriam  now  living  with  me  and  I  give  to  my  ffreind  Edward 
Gilbert  20'.  The  mark  of  Jane  Merriam  ats  Joy  9  March  171 8 
Sealed  and  Delivered  in  the  presence  of  us  Mary  Gull  her  mark, 
Elizabeth  Simmonds  her  mark.  Edw:  Rose. 

Proved  14  April  17 19  by  Peter  Rayns  the  sole  Executor. 

Anna  Merriam  of  Sandwich,  widow.  Dated  9  Dec. 
1732;  proved  13  Sep.  1733  :  extracted  from 
Consist.  Cant.  Vol.  61,  725. 

3|n  tf)e  0ame  of  (Boo  amen  I  Anna  Merriam  of  the  Town  and 
Port  of  Sandwich  in  the  County  of  Kent  Widow  being  thanks  to  God 
of  sound  Mind  but.sick  and  weak  in  Body  do  make  this  my  last  Will 
and  Testament  contained  in  one  half  Sheet  of  Paper.  Imprimis  I 
bequeath  my  Soul  into  the  Hands  of  my  dear  Redeemer  Jesus  Christ 
and  my  Body  to  the  Earth  to  be  buried  at  the  Discretion  of  my 
Executor  hereafter  named  I?  I  give  to  my  Cousin  Elizabeth  wife  of 
Jacob  Stubbard  all  my  wearing  Apparel  IE  I  give  to  my  cousin 
F 
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Benjamine  ffellows  all  the  Looms  and  other  things  and  Utensills 
belonging  to  my  Trade  and  Business  for  his  better  following  of  the 
said  Trade.  It  I  give  to  my  said  Executors  the  House  in  which  I 
now  dwell  also  my  House  in  the  Occupation  of  the  widow  fFoat  and 
my  Will  is  the  said  Houses  be  sold  for  the  discharge  of  Mortgages 
and  Debts  thereon  IP  I  give  to  my  said  Executors  all  my  Goods  and 
Chattells  wheresoever  the  same  shall  be  at  the  time  of  my  Decease 
to  be  divided  between  them  share  and  share  alike  after  my  ffuneral 
Charges  Probate  of  this  my  Will  and  my  Debts  shall  be  fully  paid  and 
discharged  IP  I  nominate  and  appoint  my  s"*  Cousins  Elizabeth 
Stubbard  and  Benjamine  ffellows  to  be  whole  and  sole  Executors  of 
this  my  last  Will  and  Testament  and  do  hereby  annull  and  make 
void  all  former  Wills  and  if  there  shall  be  any  Overplus  of  money 
on  the  Sale  of  the  House  over  and  above  the  Discharge  of  the 
Incumbrances  thereon  the  same  also  shallbe  to  my  Executors  dated 
this  Ninth  Day  \_sic']  December  Anno  Dom  1732  Anna  Merriam  her 
mark  Signed  and  Sealed  in  the  presence  of  us  who  at  the  desire  and 
request  of  the  Testator  \_sic']  Anna  Merriam  are  witnesses  hereto 
Mary  Pott  Peter  Courte  Rich"^  Maunday. 

Proved  13  Sep  1733  by  the  oath  of  Benjamin  ffellows  one  of  the 
Ex"  with  reservation  to  the  other  Ex''  when  she  shall  come. 

George  Merriam  of  Boughton  Monchelsea,  Dated 
4  Aug.  1773;  proved  7  May  1774:  extrafted 
from  Arch.  Cant.  Vol.  99,  page  205. 

In  the  Name  of  God  Amen  I  George  Merriam  senior  of  Boughton 
Monchelsea  in  the  County  of  Kent  Yeoman  being  praised  be  God  of 
sound  and  disposing  Mind  Memory  and  Understanding  Do  make  pub- 
lish and  declare  this  my  last  Will  and  Testament  in  manner  and  form 
following  (that  is  to  say)  In  the  first  place  I  order  and  direfl  that  all 
my  just  Debts  and  Funeral  Expences  be  paid  and  discharged  by  my 
Executors  hereinafter  named  And  after  payment  thereof  I  Give 
Bequeath  and  Devise  unto  my  loving  Grandson  John  Merriam  my 
Half  part  in  a  Farm  at  Headcorn  And  also  my  House  and  Land  at 
Stockbury  And  also  my  House  and  Land  at  Hunton  And  also  my 
House  and  Land  in  Boughton  Monchelsea  where  I  now  dwell  And 
also  the  Sum  of  Three  Hundred  and  Seventy  Pounds  of  good  and 
lawful  Money  of  Great  Britain  And  also  One  Half  part  of  my  Goods 
and  Chattels  And  my  Will  further  is  that  my  said  loving  grandson 
John  Merriam  shall  have  the  Income  of  his  Land  and  the  Interest  of 
his  Money  immediately  after  my  decease.  Also  I  Give  Bequeath  and 
Devise  unto  my  Niece  Mary  Nokes  wife  of  John  Nokes  the  sum  of 
Forty  Shillings  of  good  and  lawful  Money  of  Great  Britain  Also  I 
Give  Bequeath  and  Devise  unto  my  loving  Son  George  Merriam 
Junior  my  House  and  Land  in  Hawkhurst  and  also  my  three  Houses 


1148168 

Merriam  Wills  at  Canterbury.  3  5 

and  Land  in  the  parish  of  Sutton  Valence  And  also  all  the  Rest 
Residue  and  Remainder  of  my  Ready  Money  Bills  Bonds  Debts  and 
Securities  for  money  of  what  Nature  or  kind  soever  and  wheresoever 
that  I  have  any  lawful  claim  Right  or  Title  too  that  is  not  herein- 
before given  and  bequeathed  And  also  one  half  part  of  my  Goods  and 
Chattels  And  also  all  my  wearing  apparel  both  Linnen  and  Woollen 
And  Lastly  I  nominate  Constitute  and  appoint  my  loving  Son  George 
Merriam  Junior  and  mylovingGrandson  John  Merriam  to  be  Executors 
of  this  my  last  Will  and  Testament  desiring  them  well  and  faithfully  to 
perform  the  same  Hereby  revoking  all  former  Wills  and  Testaments 
to  and  Bequests  by  me  in  any  manner  of  wise  at  any  time  heretofore 
made  and  declared  and  Declare  this  and  no  other  to  be  my  last  Will 
and  Testament  In  witness  whereof  I  the  said  George  Merriam  senior 
(the  Testator)  have  to  this  my  present  last  Will  and  Testament  set 
my  Hand  and  Seal  this  Fourth  day  of  August  in  the  Thirteenth  year  of 
the  Reign  of  our  Sovereign  Lord  George  the  Third  by  the  Grace  of 
God  of  Great  Britain  France  and  Ireland  king  Defender  of  the  ifaith 
And  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  One  thousand  and  seven  hundred  and 
seventy  three  George  Merriam  senior  his  Mark  Signed  Sealed 
Published  and  Declared  by  the  Testator  George  Merriam  Senior  as 
and  for  his  last  Will  and  Testament  in  the  Presence  of  us  Who  at 
his  request  and  in  his  Presence  and  in  the  Presence  of  each  other  have 
set  our  Hands  as  witnesses  hereto/ 

Sarah  Jessop  her  mark  Elizabeth  Parker  her  mark  John  Rayner/ 
The  before  Registered  Will  of  George  Merriam  deed  was  proved 
the  Seventh  day  of  May  1774  before  the  Rev"*  William  Gostling 
Clerk  Surrogate  to  the  Worshipful  Peter  Calvert  DoSor  of  Laws 
Vicar  General  to  His  Grace  the  Lord  Archbishop  of  Canterbury 
lawfully  constituted  by  the  oath  of  George  Merriam  one  of  the 
Executors  named  in  the  said  Will  he  being  first  sworn  duly  to  per- 
form the  same  etc  Power  being  reserved  to  the  other  Extor  when  he 
comes  of  age  capable  to  prove  the  same  &c. 

Abstrafl  of  Will  of  Richard  Wylye,  of  Goudhurst. 
Dated  8  May  1553  ;  proved  6  Mar  1553  :  Arch. 
Cant.  29/4. 

Contains  bequests  to  his  wife,  eldest  daughter  Margerye  at  18, 
youngest  daughter  Johan  Wylye,  three  sons  Henry,  Stephyn,  & 
Richard  Wylye  at  the  age  of  18  &  the  final  clause — I  ordaigne  and 
make  my  brother  Stephyne  Meryam  of  horsemonden  and  my  brother 
William  Meryam  to  be  my  executors. 
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Abstrad  of  Will  of  William  Merryam,  of  Goudhurst. 
Dated  22  Sep.  1596;  proved  10  Nov.  1596:  Arch. 
Cant.  50/240. 

"  I  William  Merryam  of  the  |?lsh  of  Goutherst  in  the  Countie  of 
Kent  husbandman  " 

To  William  Merriam  my  Sonne  my  Cauldron  and  Cubberd. 

To  Elizabeth  Merriam  my  Daughter  my  greatest  kettle  save  one  &c. 

To  Rachaell  my  wife  one  of  my  kyne  &  she  shall  paye  unto 
Nicholas  Smith  my  brother  in  Lawe  40^ 

My  brother  Thomas  Merriam  shall  have  and  take  over  the  cow 
&c.  bequeathed  to  my  children  and  he  to  put  out  the  said  Cow  to  the 
most  advantage  for  my  children 

Residue  to  my  said  wife  &.  she  to  be  sole  Ex' 

Witnesses  Laurence  Harding 
John  Burch 
Thomas  Hodge  &  many  other 

Probate  10  Nov  1596  to  the  Ex' 

Note:  The  forecroing  will  was  indexed  as  "Merryman"'  but  has  now  been 
altered.— C.E.G.-D.  Nov.  1897. 


Archdeaconry  A£l  Books,  a.d.  148  i  to  1640. 

1 500-1  Feb.  20.  In  the  Parish  Church  of  S'  George  in  Canterbury 
was  granted  Probate  of  the  Testament '  of  Peter  Meriham  late  of 
brigge  [i.e.  Bridge]  deceased  to  the  Exor  M''  "  Macolmus  ''  Ramsey, 
vicar  there —  I/148. 

1507  May  19.  In  the  Church  of  Sutton  Valence  Probate  of  the 
Testament "  of  Stephen  Meryham  late  of  Gouthurst  was  granted  to 
the  Exor  John  the  son  of  the  same — 3, 1 1 1. 

1510  Ap.  9.  In  the  Church  of  Harrietsham,  Stephen  Meriam  of 
BoSon  Monchasey  has  a  day  appointed  to  answer  to  the  charge  of 
Blasphemy — 3, 132. 

1510-ir  Feb.  14  was  granted  Probate  of  the  Testament'  of  Edward 
Meryam  late  of  Brige  deceased  to  John  Cheeseman  of  the  same  the 
Exor — 2/150. 

1523-4  Jan.  1 2.  In  the  Church  of  Lenham  was  granted  Probate  of  the 
Testament '  of  Thomas  Meryam  of  Gowdhurst  to  the  Exors  Stephen 
Meryam  &  Thos  Bratell — 5/98. 

'  This  will  is  now  missing.  '  See  page  8. 
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1526  Ap.  10.  In  the  Church  of  Lenham  was  granted  Probate  of  the 
Testament '  of  Henry  Myryam  late  of  Boiion  Monchesy  of  whom  the 
Exor  is  Bartholomew  Myryam — 6/124. 

1529-30  Mar.  15.  In  the  Church  of  Lenham  it  was  ordered  that 
Probate  of  the  will "  of  Bartholomew  Meryam  of  Boflon  Monchasey 
deed  should  be  granted  to  Nich^  Rich  &  Robt  Hunt  of  the  same  the 
Exors  on  7  April  next  by  the  oaths  of  John  Clerke  &  Bartholomew 
Yong  witnesses — 6, 147. 

?  1531  "W"  Merya  &  Alexder  Myrya  de  bofion  Monchesy"  sons 
of  Alex'^  Myrya  ^  of  the  same — entry  unfinished — 7/34 

1540-1  Jan.  10.  Adrhon  of  the  goods  of  W""  Meryam  late  of  Boughton 
Monchesey  intestate  deed  was  granted  to  Agnes  the  relifl  who  with 
W"  Suate  of  Hunton  ats  Huntyngton  in  Co  Kent  tanner  &  W™ 
Gybson  of  the  same  husbandman  in  30''  are  bound. — Vol.  8,  [no  folio] 

1545  Dec.  II.  Adrhon  of  Stephen  Emyot  of  BoSon  intestate  deceased 
was  granted  to  Johane  Stace  als  Emyot  Natural  and  lawful  daughter 
of  the  said  Deceased  who  with  James  Stace  of  Langley  &  Henry 
Meryam  of  Boughton  Monchelsey  yeoman  in  £^Q  are  bound- — 9/21. 

1547  May  25.  Probate  of  the  will*  of  John  Meryham  late  of 
Boughton  Monchelsey  deceased  was  granted — 9/83. 

1548  May  16.  Probate  of  the  will ''  of  Rich"*  Meriham  of  goodherste 
was  granted. 

1549  Dec.  19.    Admon  of  the  goods  of  John  Meryham  &  Nicholas 

Meryham  intestate  deceased  was  granted  to Delman  natural 

&  lawful  mother  of  the  said  Dec"  &  Tho^  Chapman  clerk  vicar  of 
Brenzet  &  W"  ffrythe  als  Poulter  of  the  city  of  Cant  are  bound  in 
j^io — Vol.  9. 

1553-4  March  6  Was  granted  Probate  of  the  wilP  of  Rich"*  Wylye 
of  Goodherst  deed  to  the  Exors  W"  Meryham  &  Stephen  Meryham — 
Vol.  II. 

1558  May  31  Was  ordered  Probate  of  the  will '  of  Agnes  Meryham 
of  Boughton  Monchelsey  deed — 13/25. 

1558  Sep.  20  Was  granted  Admon  of  the  goods  of  Stephen  Meryham 
of  goodherst  deed  to  Elizabeth  the  reliS  who  with  W™  Nepeson  is 
bound  in  ;^40— 13/53- 

'559  May  9  Was  granted  Adrhon  of  the  goods  of  John  Meryam  of 
Marden  deed  to  Alice  the  relifl  who,  with  Nicholas  Coper  &  John 
Gateford  of  the  same  in  ^^40  is  bound — 13/188. 

'  See  page  8.      '  See  page  9.      '   See  page  11.     *  See  page  13. 
'  See  page  14.       '  See  page  35.       '  See  page  15. 
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1565-6  Mar.  7  Was  ordered  Probate  of  the  will '  William  Meryham 
late  of  Goodherst  &  Commission  to  S"^  W'"  Walter  vicar  there  to 
swear  the  Exor — 15  io8. 

1566-7  Jan.  7.  Commission  issued  to  the  Vicar  of  Chart  Sutton  to 
swear  the  witnesses  to  the  will "  of  John  Meryham  late  of  Boughton 
Monchelsea  deed — 15  156. 

1 567  Ap.  14.  In  the  Church  of  Charynge  was  granted  Probate  of  the 
will'  of  Henry  Meryam  late  of  goodherst  deed  &  S'^  W"  Walter  Vicar 
&  John  Horsmonden  the  Exor  were  sworn — Vol.  16. 

1 57 1  Sep.  20  Was  ordered  Probate  of  the  will '  of  Elline  Meryam  of 
Goodherste  deed  &  commission  to  the  Vicar  of  Cranbroke  to  swear  the 
witnesses — 17/2. 

1573  May  17.  Admon  of  the  goods  of  Henry  Meryam  late  of 
Boughton  Munchelsie  deed  was  granted  to  Johane  the  relifi  who  with 
Rich**  Pettinggale  of  the  same,  husbandman,  &  John  Hopkins  of  the 
City  of  Cant,  innholder,  was  bound — 16,82. 

1596  OR.  7.  Rich''  Carter  Clerk  Vicar  of  Goudhurst  ordered  to 
swear  the  Ex''  of  the  will*  of  W"  Meryam  late  of  Goudhurst  deed — 
23/187. 

1597  Dec.  29.  Admon  of  the  goods  of  Thomas  Meriam  late  of  Good- 
hurst  was  granted  to  Silvester  the  reliS,  who  with  George  Meriam  & 
Stephen  Meriam  of  Hunton,  carpenters,  &  W™  Meriam  of  Staplehurst, 
husbandman,  are  bound  in  ^^40 — 23  64. 

1 61 2  Ap.  4.  Admon  of  the  goods  of  Anne  Merriam  widow  late  of  S' 
Andrews  Canterbury  was  granted  to  John  Merriam  son  of  the  said 
Deed,  who  with  Peter  Bull  of  the  same  woollen  Draper  was  bound  in 

;i'lO — 26  167. 

1 6 1 5  Aug.  9.  Admon  of  the  goods  of  W"  Merriam  late  of  Harrietsham 
deed  was  granted  to  Agnes  Merriam  the  reliS,  who  with  Robt  Tassell 
of  the  same,  yeoman,  &  Thos  ffrancis  of  the  same,  yeoman,  was  bound 
in  ;^ioo. 

161 9-20  Feb.  26.  Admon  of  the  goods  of  W"  Merriam  late  of  Minster 
in  Thanet  deed  was  granted  to  Boyes  Oure  the  new  husband  [marito 
moderno]  of  Elizabeth  Merriam  a!s  Owre  daughter  of  the  s**  Deed.,  who 
together  with  Francis  Sanders  of  Monckton,  gent.,  in  j^40  is  bound — 
294- 

1626  Sep.  1 3.  Admon  of  the  goods  of  W'"  Merryam  late  of  Boughton 
Munchelsey,  a  bach^,  deed.,  was  granted  to  Henry  Merryam  of  Cran- 

'  See  page  19.  -  See  page  17.  '  See  page  20. 

*  This  will  is  now  missing.  ^  See  page  36. 
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brooke,  clothier,  natural  &  lawful  brother  of  the  s"*  Deed.,  who  with 
Henry  Wattes,  of  the  city  of  Canterbury,  Kersey  maker,  &  James 
Holden  of  Cranbrook,  afores'',  clothier,  in  ^i6o  are  bound — 30/194. 

1 634  Dec.  2.  Probate  of  the  will'  of  George  Merriam  late  of  Cran- 
brooke  deed  granted  to  Henry  Merriam  the  son,  the  Exor — 32/97. 

1639  Nov.  18.  Renunciation  made  by  Agnes  Merriam,  widow,  reliS 
of  George  Merriam  of  Marden,  deed.  And  Thos  Ownsted  &  Thomas 
Merriam,  gent,  accepted  admon  of  goods  of  s"*  Deed.,  who  together 
with  Francis  Parker  of  Yalding,  husbandman,  are  bound — 33  234. 

'  See  page  29. 


WiiliS  formerly  at  iaocl)c0ter,' 

Catherine  Meriham  of  Horsmonden,  co.  Kent, 
widow. ^  Dated  6  Sept.  1563;  proved  6  Sept. 
1564.     (Rochester  Registers  XIII.  167.) 

In  the  Name  of  God  Amen.  I  Catherine  Meriham  Wydowe  of  the 
gishe  of  Horsmonden  in  the  Countye  of  Kent  beinge  sycke  in  bodye 
butt  of  pfytt  memorye  thank^  be  geven  to  Almightye  God  do  ordayne 
and  make  this  my  last  Will  and  Testamet  the  sixte  daye  of  September 
in  the  yere  of  oure  lorde  God  M.  v'.  Ixiij  in  maiier  and  forme  follow- 
inge  Fyrste  I  bequethe  my  sovvle  to  Almightye  God  my  Maker  and 
my  bodye  to  Christiane  buriall  Item  I  will  xiij'  iiij''  to  be  distributed 
amongest  the  poore  of  Horsmonden  at  the  daye  of  my  buriall  Item  I 
geve  and  bequethe  to  every  of  my  thre  children  Johfi  Meriam  Steven 
Meriam  and  Katherine  Meriam  one  cowe  Item  I  geve  and  bequeth 
to  Mary  Meriam  my  dowghter  a  fether  bedd  a  bolster  a  payre  of 
shettf  a  payre  of  blankettf  a  bedd  coverlett  two  pyllowes  ij  pyllow  bers 
Item  I  geve  and  bequethe  to  Richarde  my  Sonne  one  flock  bedd  bolster 
two  pyllowes  ij  pyllow  befs  a  payre  of  blankettf  a  whit  coverlett  a 
payre  of  Shettf  Item  I  geve  and  bequethe  to  Mary  my  dowghter  my 
best  Cajsocke  my  best  hatt  my  best  petticote  Item  I  will  all  my 
wearinge  apparel  lynen  belonginge  to  my  bodye  with  all  Aprons  not 
other  wise  by  mee  wylled  to  be  equally  devyded  betwyne  my  two 
dowghters  Mary  and  Katherine  but  that  I  will  one  Smocke  to  mother 
Satten  and  an  olde  garmet  w""  one  wollen  Apron  Item  I  will  unto 
Alice  Wylgatt  one  Rujsett  peticote  and  an  Apron  and  a  payre  of  hose 
Item  I  will  unto  Wellers  wyfe  a  Shepes  colored  frocke  and  an  Apron 
Item  I  geve  and  bequethe  to  Agnes  Henley  my  servante  a  Redd 
petticote  of  fryse  Adowe  Item  I  will  to  ^lary  Meriam  one  other 
payre  of  Canvas  Shettf  and  my  Christeninge  shete  Item  I  will  to 
Katherine  my  dowghter  ij  pajTe  of  my  best  shettf  not  willed  Item  I 
will  all  my  brajse  and  pewter  equally  to  be  devyded  emongeste  my 
children  Item  I  will  my  best  cheste  to  Richarde  Meriam  my  sonne, 
the  second  to  John  Meriam  the  thirdd  to  Mary  Meriam  the  fowerthe 
to  Steven  the  fifte  to  Katherine  my  dowghter  Item  I  will  to  John 
Meriam  my  sonne  my  best  bellowes  and  my  best  Andvylde  with  the 
bafflers  and  tonges  to  the  convenient  furniture  of  the  same  Item  I  will 
my  seconde  Andfj'lde  and  the  seconde  payre  of  billowes  w*""  hamers  and 
tonges  for  the  conveniet  furniture  thereof  unto  Richarde  my  sonne 

'  The  records  of  the  Rochester  Courts  of  Probate  are  now  preserved  at  Somerset 
Hou'.e,  London. 
^  yije  facNimile. 
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Item  I  geve  and  bequethe  to  Steven  Meriam  my  sonne  Tenne  poundf 
of  good  monye  of  Englande  to  be  payed  unto  him  when  he  comithe  to 
the  age  of  xxvi  yeres  and  yf  yt  fortune  the  sayde  Steven  to  dye  before 
then  I  will  the  sayde  Tenne  poundf  to  him  willed  to  be  equally 
devyded  amonge  my  children  then  lyvinge. 

This  Codycyll  made  the  above  sayde  syxe  daye  of  September  in 
the  sayde  yere  of  o"^  Lorde  god  1563  The  sayde  Katherine  Mereham 
of  Horsmonden  afForesayde  beinge  of  pfytt  memorye  remembrance  and 
mynde  further  willed  devised  and  bequethed  as  hereafter  followithe 
Fyrst  that  where  her  late  husbande  Steven  Meriam  gave  and  bequethed 
unto  Steven  Meriam  his  sonne  xx''  to  be  payed  when  he  comethe  to 
the  age  of  xxiiij  yeres  yf  the  sayde  Steven  shuldbe  decease  before  that 
age  she  willed  that  the  sayde  xx''  shulde  be  devyded  amongest  the 
children  then  lyveinge  F'urther  she  willed  that  Willia  Hickmote 
shulde  have  the  fearme  the  messuage  in  the  whiche  she  dwelte  and  all 
bowses  of  the  same  two  grynde  stone  mylles  and  all  landf  thereof  for 
one  3'ere  after  her  decease  for  ix''  to  be  payed  for  that  yere  Item  the 
sayde  Katherine  willed  that  her  sonne  Richarde  the  sayde  yere  deter- 
mined shulde  to  fearme  lett  and  sett  the  premises  duringe  all  the 
yeres  then  to  come  pcell  of  twentye  yeres  willed  to  the  saide  Katherine 
by  her  late  husbande  Steven  Meriam  and  that  the  sayde  Richarde 
shulde  take  upp  yerely  the  ferme  or  Rent  for  the  same  and  make  sale 
of  her  goods  not  by  her  geven  and  willed  and  with  the  money  thereof 
cofiiinge  he  shulde  paye  all  debtf  and  lykwise  discharge  all  the  legacies 
specifyed  bothe  in  his  fathers  will  and  also  in  his  mothers  will  And 
out  of  the  same  shulde  paye  all  convenient  soffies  for  the  good  educa- 
cion  and  bringing  upp  of  the  children  And  be  allowed  all  reasonable 
expenses  and  charges  mete  And  all  the  premisses  discharged  and 
allowed  she  willed  that  the  soines  of  moneye  remayninge  as  well  of 
the  goodf  solde  as  of  the  yerely  farme  to  be  taken  upp  shulde  be 
equally  devyded  amonge  her  children  Richarde  Mary  John  Steven  and 
Katherine  together  w'"  all  profyttf  by  any  manner  of  meanes  cofninge 
and  growinge  duringe  all  the  aforesaide  yeres  pcell  of  xx"  yeres  yet 
to  come  withoute  fraude  coveii!  or  collusion  Item  the  sayde  Katherine 
further  willed  that  her  sonne  Richarde  when  and  as  soone  as  he  comethe 
to  xxj"  yeres  olde  shulde  forthe  withe  make  and  deliver  one  obligacon 
to  John  Bratill  and  William  Hickmote  and  within  the  same  shulde 
binde  him  selfe  his  heyres  executors  and  assignes  to  the  sayde  John 
and  William  their  heyres  executors  and  assignes  well  and  trewly  to 
paye  or  cause  to  be  so  contentyd  and  payed  all  debts  and  dewties 
whatsoever  of  right  and  equitie  be  payable  and  all  and  singter  which  are 
specifyed  in  the  last  Will  and  Testament  of  Steven  Meriam  his  father 
and  all  other  bothe  legacies  and  dewties  mentioned  in  the  last  Will 
and  Testament  of  Katherine  his  mother  geven  wylled  and  appoynted 
by  her  to  any  pson  or  psons  Item  The  sayde  Katherine  did  constitute 
appoynt  and  nominate  Richarde  Meriam  her  sonne  to  be  her  Executo"^ 
and  that  he  shulde  have  for  his  paynes  iij''  over  above  and  beside  all 
G 
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other  legacies  unto  him  willed  and  all  charges  convenient  and  reason- 
able expenses  allowed  Item  she  willed  John  Bratill  and  William 
Hickmote  to  be  her  Overseers  of  her  last  Will  and  Testamet  and  that 
they  shulde  have  for  their  pavnes  every  of  them  x*  besjdf  all  charges 
and  expenses  reasonable  And  she  moreover  willed  her  sonne  Richarde 
to  use  and  followe  the  good  Advises  and  Counsale  of  the  saj-de  John 
and  William  des\-rlng  them  to  assyste  her  saj-de  sonne  with  their  good 
Counsales  Item  I  the  sayde  Katherine  further  willed  that  Mart\-n 
Colhn  Gierke  shulde  put  in  writinge  this  her  aiibre  rehersed  Will  and 
Testamet  unto  him  declared  and  mentioned  in  the  Codicill  above 
specified  And  that  the  sayde  Martyn  shulde  devise  and  penne  the 
same  in  suche  forme  and  maner  as  shulde  seeme  beste  for  the  wealthe 
of  her  children  and  for  the  trewe  answeringe  of  thingf  to  them  willed 
and  as  might  be  for  the  assured  pformance  of  her  sayde  Will  and 
Testamet  and  trewe  meaninge  of  the  same  and  suche  his  devise  to  be 
reputed  and  taken  for  her  laste  Will  and  Testamet. 

Probatum  fuit  pfis  Testamento  coram  Dno  Willuio  Oliver  clico 
vicario  de  Sa3'nt  Nicholas  Roffen  dioc  Deputat  venerabilis  viri  Magri 
Johis  Calverlev  &^  vicarij  insinalibus  generalis  sexto  die  mensis  Sep- 
tembris  Anno  Diii  Millimo  Quengen".  Sexageo  quarto  Jurat  Execu- 
toris  cui  Cofriittitiii  Administraco  Salvo  &". 


Richard  Merryham,  of  Horsmonden,  co.  Kent,  yeo- 
man. Dated  20  April,  16 10;  proved  i  Feb., 
1610-11.      (Consistory  of  Rochester.) 

Testamenti  Richardi  Merryham  de  Horsmonden. 

In  the  Name  of  God  Amen  The  xx"'  da}- of  April  An"  Dni  1610.  I 
Richard  Merrjham  of  Horsmonden  in  the  Countie  of  Kent  yeoman 
in  pfeci  memorj-  (thankf  be  given  to  Almight}-  God)  do  ordayne  and 
make  this  mj-  last  Will  and  Testament  in  manner  &  forme  following 
First  and  principallv  I  coffiend  my  Sowle  to  Almightie  God  mj-  Maker 
and  Redeemer  bv  whome  I  surely  trust  to  be  saved  and  mj-  bod^-  to 
Christian  buriall  the  order  thereof  I  cofnitt  to  the  discreacon  of  my 
Executo'  under  named  Itiri  I  give  unto  the  poore  people  of  Horsmon- 
den aforesaide  three  shillings  and  fowre  pence  to  be  distributed  unto 
thevm  at  my  buriall  Itfn  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  Agnes  mj-  wife  one 
great  Cauldiron  all  mv  hempe  flax  lynnen  j'arn  wollen  cloth  my  olde 
wouls  the  one  halfe  of  my  howshold  stuffe  &  implements  of  howsholde 
when  as  the  same  howsholde  stuffe  &  implements  of  howshold  shalbee 
priced  and  equally  devided  bv  indifferent  men  into  two  ptes  w"^*"  she 
the  said  Agnes  shall  choose  and  one  of  my  milch  keene  w^''  she  will 
have  and  the  third  pte  of  all  m\-  cheese  butter  bakon  and  other  viSualls 
\v^^  I  shall  have  at  the  tyme  of  my  decease  and  six  bushells  of  Apf>ells 
(of  those  that  shall  growe  about  m}-  howse)  yerely  and  everj-  yere  for 
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and  during  the  naturall  life  of  her  the  said  Agnes  Itffi  I  geve  and 
bequeath  unto  Margarett  m}-  daughter  the  some  of  twenty  shillings  of 
good  and  lawfull  mony  of  England  to  be  payed  unto  her  or  to  her 
assignes  w'^'in  one  j'ere  next  coffiing  after  my  decease  And  unto 
Willm  Merryham  mj-  sonne  the  some  of  fyve  poundf  of  lawfull  mony 
of  England  to  be  paid  unto  him  or  to  his  assignes  w"Mn  twoe  yeres 
next  cofiiing  after  my  decease  Itm  m\-  will  and  mynde  is  that  Thomas 
Merrj'ham  my  sonne  shall  have  use  and  enioj"  my  chamber  o'v  my 
stable  as  he  now  useth  the  same  for  and  during  the  space  of  fyve  yeres 
from  the  Feast  Day  of  S'  Michaell  Tharchangell  next  coining  after 
my  decease  not  paying  any  thing  for  the  use  of  the  same  w"'  free 
liberty  to  come  and  goe  into  the  same  Chamber  Itiri  I  geve  and 
bequeath  unto  Alice  Merryham  my  daughter  the  sufii  of  tenn  poundf 
of  good  and  lawfull  money  of  England  to  be  paid  unto  her  or  her 
assignes  in  manfi  and  forme  following  that  is  to  say  w"'in  fower  yeres 
next  coininge  after  m}-  decease  fyve  poundf  and  w"'in  nyne  yeres  next 
coining  after  my  decease  other  fyve  pounds  in  full  payment  of  the  said 
x''  And  unto  Elizabeth  Merryham  my  daughter  the  sufri  of  tenn 
pounds  of  good  and  lawfull  mony  of  England  to  be  paid  unto  her  or 
to  her  assignes  in  mail  &  forme  following  that  is  to  say  w"'in  six  yeres 
next  coiiiing  after  my  decease  fyve  pounds  and  w'''in  tenn  yeres  next 
cofriing  after  my  decease  other  fyve  poundf  in  full  payment  of  the  said 
sum  of  x''  And  unto  Harry  ^lerryham  my  sonne  the  suffi  of  tenn 
pounds  of  good  and  lawfull  mony  of  England  to  be  payd  unto  him  or 
his  assignes  w"'in  eleaven  yeres  next  coining  after  my  decease  by  my 
Executor  under  named  his  executors  or  assignes  Itiri  m}'  will  and 
mj-nde  is  that  Stephen  Merryham  my  sonne  his  heires  executors  or 
assignes  shall  keepe  and  mayntayne  the  afore  said  Cowe  (w"^''  I  have 
before  geven  unto  the  said  Agnes  my  wite)  both  in  the  Somer  tyme 
and  in  the  Winter  tyme  j-erely  evye  yere  for  and  during  the  naturall 
life  of  her  the  sayd  Agnes  (w""  pasture  and  fodder  to  and  for  the  use 
of  the  said  Agnes)  yf  the  sayd  Agnes  shall  so  long  inhabit  and  dwell 
in  the  messuage  w"''  I  shall  will  and  bequeath  unto  the  saj'd  Agnes  by 
this  my  last  Will  &  Testament  the  sayd  Agnes  or  her  assignes  paying 
unto  the  said  Stephen  his  executors  or  assignes  the  surii  of  twenty 
shillings  of  lawfull  monj*  of  England  evye  yere  for  the  keeping  of  the 
said  Cowe  Itm  I  will  give  &  bequeath  unto  the  sayd  Stephen 
Merryham  my  sonne  my  table  fourme  cubbord  iJc  dresser  w*^*"  standeth 
in  my  hall  where  I  nowe  dwell  and  all  the  residue  of  my  moveable 
goodes  corne  cattell  chattells  &  debts  (not  before  given  nor  bequeathed) 
whome  I  ordaine  &  make  my  sole  Executor  of  this  my  psent  Testa- 
ment and  last  Will  for  and  towards  the  paying  of  my  debts  and 
fullfilling  of  this  my  last  Will  &  Testam".  And  concerning  the  dis- 
posicon  of  all  my  messuages  tenements  corne  Mills  barnes  closes 
gardens  orchards  lands  &  heredif  w"'  their  appurtennc"  in  Horsmonden 
as  afore  said  is  as  followeth  First  I  will  geve  and  bequeath  unto  the 
said  Agnis  my  wife  my  messuage  or  tenement  late  in  the  occupation 
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of  Abraham  Coper  &  Mother  Dunston  widowe  and  my  two  little 
plotts  of  grounde  at  the  ende  into  m3'  Backside  unto  the  said  plotts 
of  growTid  and  unto  m\'  well  of  water  their  to  wash  clothes  and  to 
fetche  water  and  to  drye  clothes  at  all  tj-mes  of  the  3'eare)  for  and 
during  the  naturall  life  of  her  the  said  Agnes  And  from  and  after 
the  decease  of  the  said  Agnes  m}-  wife  I  will  and  bequeath  the  said 
messuage  or  tenement  plotts  of  ground  and  other  comodities  (before 
willed  unto  the  said  Agnis)  unto  the  said  Harry  Merr^-ham  my  sonne 
to  his  heires  and  assignes  for  ever  when  he  shall  come  to  his  full  age 
of  xxi'^'  }-eares  and  if  he  shall  decease  before  without  issue  of  his  body 
lawfully  begotten  then  I  will  the  same  unto  the  said  Stephe  Merrj'ham 
his  heires  and  assignes  for  ever  Further  I  do  will  give  and  bequeath 
unto  the  sa3-d  Agnes  my  w\it  one  \-erel3'  rent  of  f3've  pounds  of  lawfuU 
mone3-  of  England  going  out  of  all  other  m3'  messuagf  lands  tene- 
mentf  5c  hereditament^  w"'  their  apputenncf  in  Horsmonden  aforesaid 
to  be  paid  unto  the  sayd  Agnes  evye  3-ere  for  and  during  the  naturall 
life  of  her  the  sayd  Agnes  quarterl3-  bN"  even  porcons  at  the  Feasts  ot 
S"  John  the  Baptist  S'  Michaell  Tharchangell  the  Nativity  of  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ  and  the  Aniitiacon  of  the  blessed  Mar3-  w"'  free 
libert3-  to  enter  into  the  same  or  into  an3'  pte  thereof  and  their  to 
distrevne  yf  it  shall  happen  the  said  v'' or  an3-  pte  thereof  to  be  unpaid 
and  behind  after  zns  of  the  said  feaste  da3es  b3-  the  space  of  fourteene 
da3es  next  after  evye  of  the  same  feasts  and  the  distresse  and  distresses 
to  impound  keepe  and  w'^hold  until  the  said  Agnes  shallbe  satisfied 
and  paid  the  said  yereh'  rent  and  evye  gte  thereof  so  being  behind 
together  with  all  arrearage  iSc  damagf  b3-  that  occasion  hadd  if  any 
shall  be  Itin  m3-  will  is  and  I  do  will  geve  5c  bequeath  (as  much  as  in 
me  lieth;  unto  the  said  Thomas  Merr3ham  m3-  sonne  to  his  heires  and 
assignes  for  ever  m3' messuage  barne  and  peece  of  land  next  adjoining 
unto  the  same  messuage  King  in  Horsmonden  aforesaid  at  a  place 
called  Capell  bounding  to  the  Kings  high  wa3-  their  against  the  North 
and  East  and  to  the  lands  of  Thomas  Hickmote  against  the  South 
and  to  other  lands  there  in  the  occupacon  of  me  the  said  Richard 
Merryham  against  the  West  And  I  do  desire  the  heires  and  assignes 
of  John  Roberts  lateof  Gowthurst  in  the  said  Count3"  3-eoman  deceased 
to  make  assurance  of  the  said  messuage  barne  and  peace  of  land  (at 
and  upon  the  pa3-ment  of  such  mone3'  as  I  do  ov:t  unto  them  unto  the 
said  Thomas  Merryham  his  heires  and  assignes  for  ever  The  residue 
of  all  m3'  messuagf  barnf  shoppes  come  milles  other  howses  cloases 
gardens  orchards  landf  tenementf  5c  hereditamentf  w'"  their  ap- 
putennces  in  Horsmonden  aforesaid  I  will  give  5c  bequeath  unto  the 
said  Stephen  Merr3ham  his  heirs  and  assignes  for  ever  as  well  for  and 
towards  the  paying  of  m3'  debts  and  such  legacies  as  I  have  geven 
unto  m3"  said  sonnes  5c  daughters  as  also  for  5c  towardf  the  paying  of 
the  said  Agnes  mv  wife  the  said  3erl3-  rent  of  fyve  pounds  during  her 
naturall  life  desiring  the  heires  and  assignes  of  the  said  John  Roberts 
to  make  assurance  of  the  rest  of  the  landf  w'*"  the  said  John  Roberts 


Merriam  Wills  from  Rochester.  4c 

had  in  morgage  upon  the  payment  of  such  monej-  as  I  doe  owe  unto 
them  unto  the  said  Stephen  Merryham  his  heires  &  assignes  for  ever 
witnes  hereunto  Salomon  Were  Senio'  and  others — Richard  ISIeryam. 

Proved  i*' 

February  1 610 

(English  style). 

Stephen  Merryham  of  Horsmonden,  co,  Kent,  yeo- 
man. Dated  3  Nov.,  161 1;  proved  20  Dec, 
1 6 1 1 .      (Consistory  of  Rochester.) 

Testamentu  Stephaii  Merryham  de  Horsmonden. 
In  the  name  of  God  Amen,  the  third  day  of  Noveber  Ano  Dili  161 1 
I  Stephen  Merryham  of  Horsmonden  in  the  Countie  of  Kent  yeoman 
sick  in  bodie  but  of  good  &  pfeS  remembrance  (thanks  be  given  to 
Almightie  God)  do  ordeyne  and  make  this  my  last  Will  and  Testa- 
ment in  manner  &  forme  following  First  I  comefid  m}'  Soule  to  Al- 
mightie God  my  Maker  and  Redeemer  by  whose  death  and  passion 
I  hereby  trust  to  have  pdon  &  forgivenes  of  all  my  sinnes  and  to  be 
one  of  the  eleSe  &  chosen  nomber  of  Almighty  God  and  mj'  body  to 
Christian  buriall  the  order  thereof  I  comitt  to  the  discretion  of  my 
Executrix  under  named  Itm  I  give  to  the  poore  people  of  Horsmonden 
aforesaid  xiij^  iiij''  to  be  distributed  unto  them  at  my  buriall  Itffi  I  will 
that  Agnes  Merryham  my  mother  shall  have  her  cowe  kept  both  in 
the  winter  and  sofner  on  my  landf  for  and  during  her  naturall  life  (yf 
she  shall  so  long  dwell  in  her  howse)  w*''out  paying  anj'  money  for 
the  same  keeping  Itffi  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  my  three  sisters 
Margarett  Alice  and  Elizabeth  forty  shillings  of  lawfull  mony  of 
England  a  peece  and  unto  Thomas  Merryham  mj-  brother  twentie 
shillings  and  vnto  Henry  Merryham  mj-  brother  fortie  shillings  to  be 
paid  unto  such  of  m}-  said  sisters  and  brothers  w'^in  the  space  of  five  3-eres 
next  coffiing  after  that  the  heires  of  John  Roberts  late  of  Gowthurste 
deceassed  shall  be  paide  the  suffie  of  one  hundred  pounds  for  the 
redeeming  of  my  lands  and  tenements  as  shall  be  then  lyving  Itffi 
I  will  give  and  bequeath  unto  Joan  my  wife  all  my  messuages  mylls 
lands  and  tenem"  and  the  lands  w'*'  shall  be  redeemed  from  the  heires 
of  the  said  Robertf  for  and  during  the  naturall  life  of  her  the  said 
Joan  for  and  towardf  the  paying  of  such  legacies  as  are  yet  for  to 
pa3-e  in  the  last  Will  and  Testament  of  Richard  Merryham  my  late 
father  deceassed  and  my  legacies  in  this  my  last  Will  and  Testament 
and  the  bringing  up  and  mayntayning  of  my  childe  or  children  w'^''  my 
said  wife  now  goeth  w"'  all  (yi  she  shall  be  with  childe)  and  from  and 
after  the  decease  of  the  said  Joane  mj-  wife  I  will  give  and  bequeath 
mj'  said  messuage  mills  lands  and  tenementf  unto  the  children  or 
childe  w^'  my  said  wife  now  goeth  w*  all  (yf  she  shall  be  w""  childe) 
and  to  the  heire  and  heires  of  them  for  ever    And  for  lack  of  such  yssue 
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I  will  give  and  bequeath  my  said  messuagf  mylls  landf  and  tenement^ 
unto  W'illm  Merryham  his  heires  and  assignes  for  ever  so  that  my 
Executrix  her  execute"  and  assignes  shall  be  discharged  of  all  such 
obligacofis  and  bonds  as  I  do  stand  bounde  w""  the  said  William 
Merryham  my  brother  to  any  pson  And  further  my  will  and  mynd 
is  that  the  said  Willm  Merryham  my  brother  his  heirs  or  assignes 
shall  satisfye  and  pay  all  such  legacies  as  are  then  for  to  pay  to  any 
pson  either  in  or  by  the  last  Will  and  Testament  of  the  sayd  Richard 
Merryham  my  father  or  this  my  last  Will  and  Testament  And  because 
I  do  feare  that  my  goodes  will  not  paie  all  my  debts  and  legacies  I 
do  will  assigne  and  appoint  my  tymber  woods  and  underwoods  growing 
on  my  said  landf  shall  be  felled  and  sould  by  the  said  Joan  my  wife 
or  by  her  assignes  for  and  towardf  the  paj'ment  of  my  debts  and 
legacies  and  repayring  of  my  said  Mills  And  my  will  and  mynd  is 
and  I  do  by  this  my  last  Will  &  Testament  desire  &  appoint  the 
heires  or  heire  of  the  said  John  Roberts  to  assure  over  (such  lands  as 
should  be  assured  unto  me  and  my  heires  by  the  last  Will  &  Testa- 
ment of  the  said  Richard  Merryham  my  father)  unto  the  said  Joane 
my  wife  for  and  during  her  naturall  life  and  to  the  childe  &  children 
that  she  now  goeth  w'"all  yf  she  be  w"'  childe  and  to  their  heire  or 
heires  for  ever  or  ells  unto  the  said  Will"  Merryham  my  brother  his 
heires  and  assignes  for  ef  The  Resydewe  of  all  my  moveable  goods 
come  cattell  chattells  and  debts  not  before  willed  (all  my  debts  and 
legacies  being  paid)  I  give  &  bequeath  unto  the  said  Joane  my  wife 
whome  I  ordayne  hi.  make  my  sole  Executrix  of  this  my  last  Will  and 
Testament  Witnes  hereunto — Salomon  Were  Sen — Frauncis  Hunt — 
Salomon  Were  Jufi  Stephen  Merryham. 

Proved  20*''       \ 

December  161 1 J 

Ann  Mirrhiam  of  Horsmonden,  co.  Kent,  widow. 
Dated  2 1  Dec,  1629;  proved  2  Feb.,  1629-30. 
(Consistory  of  Rochester.) 

December  21*''  1629. 
Anne  "|  IN  the  name  of  God  I  Ann  Mlrrhia  of  Horsmonden  in  the 
Myrhiaf  Countie  of  Kent  wid:  being  aged  &  weeke  in  bodie  but 
of  good  and  sufficient  memorie  doe  ordayne  make  &  declare  this  my 
last  Will  and  Testament  in  manner  and  forme  followeing  My  soule  I 
yeald  into  the  sure  proteftion  of  the  blessed  Trinitie  in  Unitie  God  the 
Father  Sonne  &  Holie  Ghoast  and  my  bodie  to  decent  &  Xian  buriall 
at  the  discretion  of  my  Executor  hereafter  named  in  this  my  Will 
And  concerning  my  goods  &  personall  estate  wherew"'  the  Lord  hath 
blessed  me  I  dispose  of  it  thus  First  I  give  to  the  use  of  the  poore 
people  of  Horsmonden  afore  sayed  the  su  of  fowre  shillings  to  bee 
payed  by  my  Executor  to  them  at  my  buriall  according  to  his  discretion 
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Item  I  give  unto  Annie  Mills  my  grand  child  fowre  payre  of  sheetes 
fowre  towells  and  all  my  wearing  apparell  linen  &  wollen  Item  one 
brasse  kettle  of  5  :  00  :  6  :  gallons  one  brasse  candlestick  &  a  chaflRng- 
dish  Item  one  iron  pott  of  a  gallon  &  halfe  and  a  little  pot  brasse  stup- 
net  Item  my  best  flock  bedd  two  boulsters  &  two  blankets  a  shred 
coverlet  &  the  bed  stedle  to  the  same  two  chests  &  two  wodden  boxes 
Item  two  ioyned  stooles  Item  one  linen  trendle  two  table  cloths  &  two 
pillowe  coates  Item  I  give  unto  Alee  my  daughter  the  wife  of  John 
Bayleife  one  fine  sheet  and  three  pillowe  coates  and  two  payre  of 
courser  sheetes  &  two  towells  Item  I  give  unto  my  sonne  Henrie 
Mirrhiam  one  measeing  fate  two  keilers  one  brasse  ketle  4  gallons  and 
a  latten  brasse  stupnet  and  one  payre  of  finer  &  two  paire  of  corser 
sheets  &  one  course  &  an  other  fine  table  cloth  Item  one  flock  bedd 
two  boulsters  &  two  blanketts  &  one  barrell  of  8  or  9  gallons  The 
rest  of  all  my  goods  &  chattells  not  bequeathed  and  given  my  debts 
discharged  &  my  legacies  payed  &  satisfied  my  funeratl  performed  I 
give  and  bequeath  to  my  loveing  sonne  Thomas  Mirrhiam  whome  I 
ordayne  and  make  my  sole  Executor  of  this  my  Will  and  entreate  my 
loveing  frend  M''  Geffrey  Amherst  to  bee  my  Overseere  to  see  this 
my  Will  performed  And  soe  revoking  all  other  Wills  doe  publish  and 
declare  this  to  bee  my  last  Will  &  Testament  And  have  signed  ii 
sealed  the  same  the  daye  and  yeare  above  writen. 

In  the  presence  of  The  Marke  or  y° 

Samuell  Barnden  above  ^  testatrix. 

the  ^  marke  of 

Edward  Downes.  (    Seai. 

Proved  a""*        "j 

February  1629  J 

William  Mirriam/  of  Hadlow,  co.  Kent,  clothier. 
Dated  8  Sept.,  1635  ;  proved  27  Nov.,  1635. 
(Consistory  of  Rochester.) 

In  the  name  of  God  Amen  the  eighth  daie  of  September  in  the  yeare 
of  our  Lord  Christ  one  thousand  six  hundred  thirty  and  five  I  William 
Mirriam  of  Hadlowe  in  the  County  of  Kent  Clothier  being  of  sound 
and  good  memory  And  in  reasonable  good  health  of  body  but  aged 
And  thereby  as  well  as  by  daylie  examples  and  the  consideracofl  of 
mans  mortalitye  put  in  mynde  of  my  last  end  and  departure  of  this 
world  for  the  setling  of  that  estate  wherewith  God  hath  blessed  mee 
doe  ordayne  and  make  this  my  Testament  and  last  Will  in  manner 
followinge  First  therefore  recomending  my  soule  to  the  gratious  ac- 
ceptance of  Almightie  God  through  Jesus  Christ  my  Saviour  And  my 
Bodie  to  the  Earth  in  decent  manner  to  be  buried  I  will  to  the  poore 
of  Hadlowe    Tenn  shilling^     Item    I   will   to   Susan    my  daughter 

'  Vide  facsimile. 
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already  preferred  fifty  shillingf  Item  I  will  to  my  daughter  Margarit 
likewise  preferred  alredy  the  like  sufne  of  fifty  shillingf  Item  to  my 
daughter  Joane  already  preferred  one  shillinge  Item  I  will  to  Sara 
my  daughter  the  sume  of  fortie  poundes  of  lawfuU  English  money  to  be 
paid  unto  her  within  three  monethes  next  after  my  decease  by  mine 
executor  here  after  named  Item  I  will  to  Sara  my  loveinge  wife  all 
the  household  stuffe  of  myne  which  is  in  my  nowe  dwelling  house 
scituate  at  Barnestreete  in  Hadlowe  aforesaid  Item  I  will  to  the  said 
Sara  my  wife  The  Five  poundes  p  Annum  which  she  is  to  be  paid 
out  of  my  landes  in  Goodherst  in  the  County  of  Kent  duringe  her 
naturall  life  And  allsoe  I  will  unto  her  Three  poundes  p  Annu  of  law- 
full  English  money  to  be  paid  to  her  during  her  naturall  life  (halfe 
yearely  by  equall  porcons)  out  of  my  tenement  and  lands  in  Yaldinge 
in  the  said  County  And  for  defaulte  of  payment  thereof  to  her  accord- 
inglie  I  will  that  it  shall  and  may  be  lawfull  to  and  for  my  said  wife 
and  her  assignes  to  enter  and  distreyne  upon  my  said  tenement  and 
landes  or  any  parte  thereof  And  the  distresse  and  distresses  to  hold 
and  deteyne  vntill  the  said  Annuity  of  three  poundes  shall  be  paid 
unto  her  from  tyme  to  tyme  according  to  the  purport  of  this  my  Will 
And  further  I  will  that  my  said  wife  shall  freely  and  quietly  have  her 
dwelling  &  abidinge  in  my  dwellinge  house  aforesaid  after  my 
decease  during  the  whole  terme  of  her  naturall  life  with  free  howse 
ingresse  egresse  and  recourse  to  and  from  the  same  And  into  and  from 
the  gardens  and  orchards  for  herbs  water  and  for  her  Bruinge  Bakeing 
washing  dryeinge  and  the  like  needful  occasions  Item  I  will  to  my 
Sonne  Joseph  Mirriam  all  such  household  stuffe  as  I  shall  have  at  the 
time  of  my  decease  remayning  and  being  in  the  howse  wherein  he  now 
dwelleth  scituate  in  Tewdly  or  elsewhere  where  he  shall  shall  then 
dwell  being  in  his  custody  or  possession  Item  I  will  to  George 
Mirriam  my  Sonne  five  poundes  and  to  his  daughter  Mary  my  god- 
daughter five  shillingf  Item  I  will  to  William  Howe  my  grandchild 
Tenn  shillingf  And  to  every  childe  of  his  father  Thomas  Howe 
which  he  had  by  my  daughter  his  late  deceased  wife  I  will  five 
shillingf  Item  I  will  to  William  Mirriam  my  grandchilde  sonne  of 
the  said  Joseph  my  sonne  five  shillingf  All  which  Legacyes  before  bj' 
mee  bequeathed  (not  assigned  to  anie  tyme  of  payment)  I  will  shalbe 
paid  within  one  whole  next  after  my  decease  And  if  anie  Legatorie 
before  named  shalbe  then  within  age  I  will  my  executor  shall  paie  it 
to  the  parent  of  such  Legatorye  and  so  shalbe  discharged  thereof 
And  as  touchinge  my  landf  and  tenementf  this  is  alsoe  the  last  Will 
of  mee  the  said  William  Mirriam  made  and  declared  the  daie  and 
yeare  first  above  written  Item  I  will  to  Joseph  Mirriam  my  sonne 
and  to  his  heires  and  assignes  for  ever  All  my  Landes  and  Tene- 
ments lying  in  Yalding  in  the  said  Countie  of  Kent  with  theire  and 
every  of  theire  appurtenncf  charged  with  the  before  mentioned  An- 
nuitie  of  three  poundes  willed  to  my  said  wife  as  aforesaid  to  be  paid 
unto  her     Item  I  will  to  Robert  Mirriam  my  sonne  and  to  his  heires 
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and  assignes  for  ever  all  that  Messuage  or  Tenement  wherein  I  nowe 
dwell  scituate  lying  and  beinge  in  Hadlowe  aforesaid  with  the  Barnes 
Outhouses  Yardes  Gardens  Orchardf  And  all  my  Landes  thereto  be- 
longinge  And  alsoe  all  other  my  Landes  Tenem'*  and  Hereditaments 
with  theire  and  every  of  theire  appurtenncf  lying  and  being  in  Had- 
lowe aforesaid  To  hold  to  the  said  Robert  his  heires  and  Assignes  for 
ever  He  and  they  sufferinge  my  wife  to  have  her  dwelling  and  the 
Easements  and  comodityes  aforesaid  To  the  which  Robert  my  sonne 
I  will  and  give  all  my  Goodf  and  Chattels  not  formerly  bequeathed 
To  hold  to  him  his  executors  and  Assignes  for  ever  And  I  doe  ordeyne 
&  make  the  said  Robert  the  full  and  sole  Executor  of  this  my  Testa- 
ment &  last  Will  Sealed  with  my  Seale  Dated  the  daie  and  yeare 
first  before  written — The  marke  of  the  said  William  Mirriam — Sealed 
subscribed  and  declared  in  the  presence  of  Thomas  Humphrey — John 
Hooper  norie  pBqe 

Proved  27'"! 

Nov''  1635  / 

Robert  Goldston  of  Tonbridge,  co.  Kent.  Dated  10 
April,  1637  ;  proved  16  May,  1637.  (Consistory 
of  Rochester  xxii,  248.) 

In  the  name  of  God  Amen  the  tenth  of  Aprill  In  the  yeare  of  o'^  lord 
God  One  thousand  six  hundred  thirty  and  scaven  And  in  the  thir- 
teenth yeare  of  the  raigne  of  o'  Soueigne  Lord  King  Charles  of 
England  &c.  I  Robert  Goldston  of  Tonbridg  in  the  County  of  Kent 
being  of  Reasonable  good  health  of  body  and  of  sounde  and  pfeft 
mynde  &  memory  (thanckf  therefore  be  given  to  Almighty  God)  Doe 
ordeine  &  make  this  my  testam'  and  last  will  in  maher  and  forme 
ffollowing  fHrst  &  principally  recomending  my  Soule  to  Almighty  god 
my  maker  w"'  an  assured  hope  of  Salvation  through  the  merittf  death 
&  passion  of  his  Deere  Sone  Jhesus  Christ  mj'  Savior  And  my  body 
to  the  earth  in  decent  manner  to  be  burled  Item  1  give  and  bequeath 
to  the  poore  of  the  parish  of  Tonbridg  aforesaid  the  some  of  fforty 
shillingC  to  be  devided  amongst  by  my  executo''  hereafter  named  on 
the  day  of  my  buriall  Item  I  give  to  the  poore  of  the  parishes  of 
Tewly  &  Capell  the  like  some  of  40'  to  be  distributed  amongst 
them  w^'in  one  moneth  next  ensueing  my  decease  Item  I  will  and 
bequeath  unto  M' Joell  Callys  my  loving  friend  Twenty  shillingf  of 
lawfuU  money  of  England  to  be  paid  him  w"'in  three  monethes  next 
after  my  decease  Item  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  Elizabeth  the  wife 
of  William  Howe  Twenty  shillingf  or  a  Ringe  of  that  value  for  a 
testimony  of  my  thanckfulness  for  her  great  paines  taken  w""  me 
Item  I  give  unto  William  Dyker  five  shillingf  and  to  Thomas  and 
ffrauncys  the  Sones  of  Sara  the  daughter  of  Waller  Thompson  two 
shillingf  six  pence  a  peece  And  to  Willia  How  and  Robert  Rootf 
the  apprenticef  of  Thomas  Diker  two  shillingf  a  peece  Item  I  give 
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and  bequeath  to  Elizabeth  Goldstone  the  late  wife  of  William  Gold- 
stone  of  Brenchley  deceased  the  some  of  twenty  shillingf  of  lawfull 
money  of  England  to  bee  paid  her  w'in  one  yeare  next  after  my  de- 
cease Item  I  will  and  give  to  Elizabeth  ffrauncys  and  An  Goldstone 
the  three  daughters  of  the  said  William  five  shillingf  apeece  of  like 
money  to  be  paid  them  likewise  w"'in  one  yeare  next  after  my  decease 
Item  I  give  and  bequeath  to  ffrauncys  my  loving  mother  now  the  wife 
of  Thomas  Dyker  of  Tonbridg  aforesaid  Tayler  the  some  of  Ten 
poundf  of  lawfull  money  of  England  to  be  paid  to  her  use  w'in  six 
monethes  next  after  mj-  decease  Item  I  give  &  bequeath  to  Eliza- 
beth my  Sister  in  law  the  Daughter  of  the  said  Thomas  Diker  fforty 
shillingf  of  like  lawfull  money  to  be  paid  her  w'^'in  two  )-eares  next 
after  my  Decease  Item  I  likewise  give  the  said  Elizabeth  one  paire 
of  the  finest  sheetf  which  ar  now  in  the  howse  wherein  Richard 
Kipping  of  Tewdly  aforesaid  Tanner  now  dwelleth  Item  I  give  and 
bequeath  to  ffrauncys  An  and  William  Diker  the  three  children  of  the 
said  Thomas  Diker  Two  shillingf  six  pence  apeece  to  be  likewise 
paid  them  w"'in  two  jeares  next  after  my  decease  Item  I  give  &c 
bequeath  unto  Jane  the  wife  of  Thomas  Howe  of  Tonbridg  aforesaid 
Clothier  and  to  Sara  the  wife  of  Joseph  Merryam  of  Tewdly  aforesaid 
Clothier  my  sisters  Ten  shillingf  a  peece  to  be  paid  them  vv*''in  one 
moneth  next  after  my  decease  Ad  I  will  &  give  to  Hanna  Mirriam 
my  goddaughter  the  daughter  of  the  said  Joseph  one  paire  of  fine 
sheetf  which  ar  in  the  howse  of  the  said  Richard  Kipping  Item  I 
give  and  bequeath  to  An  Tanner  the  wife  of  James  Tanner  five 
shillingf  to  be  paid  to  her  or  to  her  use  w"'in  six  monethes  next  after 
my  decease  Item  I  will  and  give  unto  {^blankl  my  goddaughter 
the  daughter  of  Stephen  Bennett  late  of  Tewdly  aforesaid  deceased 
XX*  to  be  laid  out  5c  ymployed  by  myne  executors  towardf  the 
educacon  of  her  in  learning  Item  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  the 
ffower  Children  of  Roger  Thompsett  of  Brenchley  my  uncle  two 
shillingf  &  six  pence  a  peece  to  be  paid  them  w"'in  two  jeares  next 
after  my  decease  Item  I  will  and  give  to  William  How  Sara  the 
wife  of  Nathaniell  Weller  Elizabeth  the  wife  of  Josias  Johnson  Mary 
Susan  and  Thomas  How  the  children  of  the  said  Thomas  How  Two 
shillingf  six  pence  apeece  to  be  paid  them  likewise  w"'in  two  yeares 
next  after  my  decease  Item  I  will  &  give  to  John  Willia  James 
Martha  &  Susan  the  five  children  of  Willia  Jeffrey  of  london  two 
shillings  &  six  pence  a  peece  to  be  paid  them  likewise  w*''in  two 
yeares  next  after  my  decease  Item  I  give  to  Simon  John  &  Thomas 
Jeffrey  the  three  sones  of  Thomas  Jeffrey  of  Tonbridg  aforesaid  and 
to  the  two  children  of  Nicholas  Jeffrey  two  shillingf  apeece  to  be  paid 
them  also  w"'in  two  years  next  after  my  decease  Item  I  give  and 
bequeath  unto  John  Baldock  Jane  the  wife  of  Christopher  Constable 
and  to  Martha  Harborough  to  ether  of  them  ffive  shillingf  to  be  paid 
to  them  &  ether  of  them  w"'in  sixe  monethes  next  after  my  decease 
Item  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  ffrauncys  John  &  Mary  Johnson  the 
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three  children  of  the  said  Jane  my  sister  by  Beniamyn  Johnson  her 
late'deceased  husband  and  to  Alice  &  ffrauncys  the  two  other  children 
of  the  said  Jane  by  the  said  Thomas  How  her  now  husband  the  some 
of  six  poundf  a  peece  to  be  paid  them  w"'in  ffive  yeares  next  after  my 
decease  And  my  will  and  mynde  is  that  if  either  or  any  of  them  shall 
happen  to  decease  before  his  her  or  theire  legacy  aforesaid  shalbe  pay- 
able by  virtue  of  this  my  will  Then  the  part  of  him  her  or  them  soe 
dyeing  slialbe  and  remayne  to  the  survivor  or  survio'^s  of  them  then 
living  equally  to  be  shifted  and  devided  amongst  them  part  &  part 
like  Item  I  give  &  bequeath  unto  Willia  Sara  Joseph  Thomas 
Elizabeth  and  Hannah  the  six  Children  of  the  said  Joseph  Mirriam 
by  the  said  Sara  his  now  wife  to  ether  of  them  the  like  some  of  Six 
poundf  apeece  to  be  paid  them  likewise  w"'in  fhve  3'eares  next  after 
my  decease  And  my  will  and  meaning  likewise  is  that  if  ether  or  Any 
of  them  shall  happen  to  Decease  before  his  her  or  theire  legacy  or 
legacyes  aforesaid  shalbe  due  &  payable  as  afforesaid  then  the  part 
or  porcon  of  her  him  or  them  soe  deceasing  shalbe  &  Remayne  to  the 
survivor  or  survivors  of  them  then  living  to  be  equally  shifted  and 
devided  amongst  them  part  &  part  like  Item  I  give  and  bequeath 
unto  Thomas  Dan  the  sone  of  Thomas  Dan  by  Elizabeth  my  sister 
deceassed  the  like  some  of  six  pownds  to  be  paid  to  him  or  to  his  use 
w"'in  fRve  yeres  likewise  next  after  my  decease  And  if  it  shall  happen 
that  the  said  Thomas  Dan  the  soiie  shall  decease  before  his  legacy 
afforesaid  shalbe  payable  as  aforesaid  then  my  mynde  and  meaning  is 
that  the  said  Legacy  soe  as  aforesaid  [bequeathed]  and  given  to  the 
said  Thomas  Dan  shalbe  and  Remayne  to  the  use  of  my  executo"^" 
Item  I  give  and  bequeath  to  Roger  Goldston  my  brother  all  such 
lynnen  wollen  pewter  brasse  and  other  howshold  stuff  and  ymplem'f 
as  ar  now  standing  and  being  in  the  now  dwelling  howse  of  the  said 
Richard  Kipping  Except  the  two  paire  of  Sheetf  before  willed  6c 
given  to  the  said  Elizabeth  Diker  &  Hanna  Merriam  which  sheetes  I 
will  shalbe  deliued  to  them  the  said  Elizabeth  &  Hanna  w"'in  six 
monethes  after  my  decease  And  my  will  is  that  if  it  shall  happen  that 
if  Any  of  the  legatees  before  named  shalbe  under  age  when  his  her  or 
there  legacy  or  legacyes  aforesaid  shalbe  due  &  paiable  by  virtue  of 
this  my  will  that  then  An  acquittance  to  be  Sealed  and  subscribed  by 
the  parent  or  goiino'"  of  him  her  or  them  soe  under  age  as  aforesaid 
together  w"'  such  Legatee  himself  Testifying  the  true  paym'  thereof 
shalbe  a  sufficient  discharg  for  myne  executo"^  The  residue  of  all 
other  my  goodf  cattell  &  chattells  not  before  bequeathed  I  wholly 
give  and  bequeath  unto  the  said  Thomas  How  and  Joseph  Merriam 
whome  I  make  and  ordeyne  the  ffuU  and  sole  executo"  of  this  my 
Testam'  and  last  will  to  see  the  same  proved  And  all  my  legacyes 
before  menconed  well  and  truly  to  pay/ 

'2E^i3  I'S  also  the  last  Will  of  me  the  said  Robert  Goldston  made 
&  declared  the  day  &  yeare  first  before  mencofied  touching  the  ordering 
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and  disposing  of  all  and  singuler  my  landf  and  tenem'f  in  Brenchley 
aforesaid  or  els  where  in  the  said  County  of  Kent  ffirst  my  mynde 
and  meaning  is  That  my  said  Execute  Thomas  How  &  Joseph 
Merriam  (fFor  and  towardes  the  better  payment  of  my  legacies  &  dis- 
chardging  of  my  debts)  shall  or  may  have  Receive  And  take  up  to 
theire  owne  use  and  uses  The  rentf  that  shalbe  paj^able  for  Any  my 
landf  at  the  fFeast  of  the  Nativity  of  St  John  Baptist  now  next  ensue- 
ing  by  Any  lease  thereof  in  being  And  also  the  Rentf  isshues  & 
profitts  of  all  and  singuler  the  landf  &  tenemtf  affbresaid  w"'  their 
appurtenncf  (they  fellmg  noe  woodf  nor  suffering  noe  other  wast  to 
be  donne  or  suffered  there  uppon)  for  &  during  the  terme  of  fRve 
whole  yeares  next  ensueing  from  and  after  the  said  fFeast  day  of  the 
Nativit}-  of  St  John  the  Baptist  now  next  coming  together  w"*'  the 
Rent  that  shalbe  due  in  the  end  of  the  said  fRve  yeares  And  from 
and  after  the  end  of  the  said  fflve  yeares  I  wholly  give  the  said  landf 
Tenementf  unto  the  said  Roger  Goldston  my  brother  his  heires  & 
Assignes  To  hold  to  the  only  use  of  him  the  said  Roger  his  heires 
ic  assignes  for  ever  And  if  the  said  Roger  Goldston  shall  happen  to 
decease  before  the  said  Terme  of  fRve  yeares  shalbe  fully  ended 
vv"'out  issue  of  his  body  to  be  lawfully  begotten  Then  I  will  &  devise 
all  the  before  menconed  landf  tenemtf  &i  p'^misses  w"'  the  appurtefinf 
unto  the  said  Jane  the  wife  of  the  said  Thomas  How  and  the  said 
Sara  the  wife  of  the  said  Joseph  Mirriam  my  sisters  theire  heires  and 
assignes  To  hold  to  them  the  said  Jane  and  Sara  theire  heires  and 
assignes  for  ever  Provided  alwayes  and  my  will  and  meaning  is  that 
if  the  said  Roger  Goldston  shall  happen  to  decease  as  aforesaid  leaving 
noe  issue  before  the  said  fflve  j'eares  shalbe  fully  ended  as  aforesaid 
Then  my  will  is  that  the  said  ffrauncys  my  mother  if  she  shalbe  then 
living  shall  have  the  use  and  occupacoiJ  of  all  that  part  of  the  landf 
&  p'misses  before  devised  which  is  now  in  the  occupacofl  of  one 
William  Turner  conteyneing  by  estimacofl  ffourteene  acres  more  or 
lesse  and  Receave  and  enioj'  the  Rentf  yssues  Si  pfittf  thereof 
ymmediatly  from  and  after  the  such  decease  of  the  said  Roger  for 
by  &  during  the  whole  terme  of  the  natural  life  of  her  the  said 
ffrauncys  any  thing  herein  before  menconed  to  the  contrarj'  hereof  in 
any  wise  notw^'standing  In  Witnes  Whereof  I  the  said  Robert 
Goldston  to  this  my  testam'  i^  last  will  conteined  in  Six  Sheetf  of 
paper  have  to  every  of  the  said  sheetf  vv"'  myne  owne  hand  written 
my  name  and  to  the  last  of  the  said  sheetf  have  putte  my  seale  the 
daj'and  yeare  first  before  menconed  Robert  Goldston  sealed  published 
&  declared  b}-  the  said  Robert  Goldston  to  be  his  testam'  &  last  will 
in  the  price  of  Thomas  Dyker  George  Hooper  and  John  Hooper 
norie  pub:/. 

Proved  by  the  said  Executors  i6  May  1637. 
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Richard  Meriam  \  of  Tudely,  co.  Kent,  clothier. 
Dated  8  June,  1640;  proved  26  June,  1640. 
(Consistory  of  Rochester.) 

The  eyght  daye  of  June  in  the  slxtenth  yeare  of  the  Raigne  of  our 
Sovereigne  Lord  King  Charles  1640  I  Richard  Meriam  of  Tudely 
in  the  County  of  Kent  Clothier  doe  make  and  ordeyne  this  my  laste 
Will  and  Testamente  in  maner  and  forme  foiling  Firste  I  bequeathe 
my  Sowle  to  Almightie  God  trustinge  throughe  the  merrites  of  Jesus 
Christe  to  be  partaker  of  his  eternalle  kingdome  and  my  bodye  unto 
the  earthe  from  whence  it  came  Inprimis  I  will  and  bequeathe  unto 
my  mother  fyve  shillinges  to  be  paid  unto  her  presently  after  my 
decesse  Item  I  give  unto  my  sister  Yece  Meriame  to  shilling  and  six 
pence  to  be  paid  unto  her  presently  after  my  decease  The  residewe  of 
all  my  goodes  and  chattels  as  namely  my  come  and  wheate  nowe 
growing  upon  the  ground  and  all  other  my  goodes  cattells  and  chattells 
whatsoever  not  otherwise  by  me  in  this  my  Will  disposed  I  give  unto 
Jonne  my  wel  beloved  wife  to  paie  my  debtes  and  legacies  and  to  kepe 
herselfe  the  which  Jonne  I  doe  make  and  appointe  my  Executrix  of 
this  mj'  last  Will  and  Testament  By  me  Richard  Meriam  and  declared 
signd  and  sealed  in  the  presents  of  us — The  Marke  ^/  of  Richard 
Meriam  [ji?fl/]— John  J?.  Watling — Arther  Amherst— Jack  Binshell, 

Proved  26  f        0/ 

June  1640  J 

John  Mirriam  of  Yalding,  co.  Kent,  yeoman.  Dated 
8  Nov.,  1648  ;  proved  5  Jan.,  1648-9.  (Arch- 
deaconry of  Rochester.) 

November  8  Anno  Dni  1648. 

In  the  Name  of  God  Amen.  I  John  Mirriam  of  Yalding  in  the 
County  of  Kent  Yeoman  beinge  sicke  in  bodie  but  of  good  and  perfeS 
remembrance  thanks  be  given  to  Allmighty  God  therfore  Doe  make 
my  last  Will  and  Testam'  in  manner  &  forme  following  ffirst  of  all  I 
bequeath  my  soule  into  the  handf  of  allmightie  God  stedfastly  trusting 
that  through  the  prcious  blood  sheading  of  my  Lord  and  Saviour 
Jesus  Christ  all  my  sinnes  are  freely  pardoned  and  forgiven  and  my 
bodie  to  be  buried  in  the  Churchyard  of  Yalding  Item  I  give  and  be- 
queath vnto  Ann  my  wife  two  cowes  fower  hoggs  one  mare  all  my 
howshold  stuffe  and  all  my  husbandry  tooles  all  my  stocke  and  the 
lease  of  the  farme  wherin  I  live  soe  long  as  shee  shall  continue 
vnmarried  but  if  shee  shall  marrie  then  my  will  and  mind  is  that  she 
have  her  third  part  and  the  rest  to  be  equally  divided  amongst  the 
rest  of  all  my  children  Item  my  will  and  mind  is  that  the  porconl  w*^*" 
shalbe  given  vnto  my  sonne  Henrie  remaine  in  his  masters  handf  and 
'  I^Ue  facsimile. 
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my  mind  is  that  she  receive  the  profitt  of  his  estate  soe  long  as  she 
shall  continew  ill  towards  the  keeping  of  him  I  doe  therefore  nominate 
and  appoint  her  the  onlie  Executrix  of  this  mj'  last  Will  and  Testament 
Now  as  touching  the  disposicofl  of  my  landf  I  doe  bequeath  it  vnto 
my  three  sonnes  Richard  Henry  and  George  and  my  minde  is  that  one 
of  my  sonnes  lay  downe  soe  much  money  as  two  of  the  parts  be  worth 
and  soe  reserve  the  land  to  himselfe  if  anie  one  of  them  have  monie 
sufficient  for  to  doe  it  otherwise  to  be  sold  and  equally  divided  betweene 
them  three  Item  my  mind  is  that  if  my  sonne  Richard  die  without 
heires  that  then  the  part  before  given  to  him  be  given  to  my  daughter 
Margar'  and  if  any  of  the  other  shall  chance  to  die  then  my  mind  is 
that  their  portion  be  equally  divided  amongst  the  survivo''  of  them 
Item  I  give  and  bequeath  vnto  my  daughter  Margarett  Tenn  poundf 
for  the  payment  of  w"^''  monie  my  mind  is  that  the  Timber  w"''  groweth 
vpon  my  lands  be  felled  and  sold  and  if  the  timber  shall  fall  short  of 
Tenn  pounds  then  my  mind  is  if  ther  be  pollardf  enough  for  to  make 
it  vp  Item  I  give  and  bequeath  vnto  my  sonne  Henrie  and  my 
daughter  Margarett  each  of  them  a  bed  to  be  delived  vnto  them  out 
of  the  howshold  stuffe  w'''  before  was  given  to  my  wife  Item  my  mind 
is  that  if  my  son  Richard  live  that  he  vse  this  farme  to  haves  with  his 
mother  or  else  if  she  be  minded  to  lease  it  to  give  her  soe  much  monie 
as  two  men  shall  think  fitt  and  soe  to  vse  it  all  himself  In  wittnes 
whereof  I  John  Merriam  the  testator  have  here  sette  my  hand  seale 
John  Merryam — Wittnesses  w''^  were  pfsent  at  the  making  of  the 
Will — Waller  Gutridges  his  marke — Robert  Plummer  his  marke — 
Edward  Simons 

Proved  5"'  January  1648. 

Richard  Merryam,  of  Yalding,  co.  Kent,  yeoman. 
Dated  21  April,  1662;  proved  27  June,  1662. 
(Rochester  Registers  xxiv,  5.) 

In  the  name  of  God  Amen  the  one  and  Twentieth  of  April  1662  and 
in  the  yeere  of  the  Raigne  afs**  God  of  England  Scotland  France  & 
Ireland  King  Defender  of  the  fFaith  &c  the  ffowerteenth  I  Richard 
Merrya  of  Yalding  in  the  County  of  Kent  yeoman  Being  sick  in  body 
but  ot  good  and  pfefl  Remembrance  (Thankes  be  given  to  Almightie 
God)  doe  make  &  ordaine  this  my  last  Will  &  Testam'  in  manner 
and  forme  following,  ffirst  of  all  I  bequeath  mysoule  into  the  hands 
of  Allmightie  God  and  my  Body  to  the  Earth.  Now  as  touching 
the  disposition  of  that  estate  w'''  God  in  his  mercj-  hath  bestowed  vpon 
me  Imprimis  I  give  and  bequeath  vnto  my  sonne  John  Merryam  all 
that  my  moyety  or  half  part  of  the  lands  (being  betweene  my  brother 
George  Merryam  and  myselfe)  w'''  land  lyeth  in  Yalding  and  is  in  the 
tenure  or  occupacon  of  John  Plumer  and  George  Grcenehill  or  theire 
assignes  vnto  him  and  vnto  the  heires  of  his  body  lawfully  to  be  be- 
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gotten  And  for  want  of  such  heires  vnto  my  daughter  Ann  Merryam 
and  vnto  the  heires  of  her  body  And  for  want  of  such  heires  Then 
to  my  two  nephews  Richard  and  John  Mannering  to  them  and  their 
heires  for  ever  equally  to  be  divided  betweene  them  Item  I  give  & 
bequeath  vnto  my  daughter  Ann  Merryam  the  joyned  chest  and  all 
the  Lynnen  therein  the  flock  bed  bolster  and  pillow  w"'  the  Brasse 
Caldron  joyned  box  and  joyned  stoole  w'''  was  formerly  given  unto 
my  wife  by  her  mother  Ann  Mannering  widow  Item  I  give  vnto  my 
daughter  Ann  all  my  wife's  wearing  Lynnen  &  one  halfe  of  all  the 
best  of  my  Lynnen  w*''  a  chest  that  was  her  Mother's  The  other 
halfe  of  my  best  Lynnen  w"'  a  chest  standing  in  the  Ovter  Chamber 
I  give  vnto  my  sonn  John  w'^''  Lynnen  and  Chests  shall  be  delivered 
vnto  them  by  my  Executors  when  they  shall  attain  vnto  theire  severall 
ages  of  eighteene  yeares  All  the  rest  of  my  Houshold  stuffe  my  stock 
goodes  and  chattels  my  will  &  mynd  is  should  be  prized  by  ffower 
honest  Able  men  &  sold  for  the  making  of  my  children's  portions  and 
paym'  of  my  debts  And  Two  pounds  of  the  money  w'''  shall  be  made 
of  the  stock  &  Goods  I  give  vnto  my  daughter  Ann  And  the  remainder 
of  the  money  to  be  equally  divided  betweene  them  W^''  money  my  will 
&  mynd  is  shalbe  paid  vnto  them  when  they  shall  attaine  to  their 
severall  ages  of  one  and  twenty  yeeres  Item  I  doe  nominate  &  ap- 
point my  brother  in  law  John  Mannerings  sole  Executor  of  this  my 
last  Will  and  Testam'  And  my  mynd  is  that  he  take  the  benefitt  of 
the  lease  where  I  now  live  during  the  terme  of  it  And  that  he  shall 
receive  the  remainder  of  my  land  &  the  interest  of  all  the  money  w''*' 
shalbe  made  of  the  Houshold  stuffe  stock  and  goods  for  and  towards 
the  bringing  vp  of  my  children  vntill  they  shall  attaine  to  the  age  of 
one  and  twenty  yeeres  And  if  it  shall  hapen  that  one  of  them  dye 
before  they  shall  attaine  to  the  age  of  one  &  twenty  yeeres  That  the 
survivour  shall  enioy  the  portion  formerly  bequeathed  to  him  or  her 
that  shall  soe  decease  In  witnesse  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my 
hand  and  seale  Richard  Merryam— In  the  prsence  of  Edward  Simons 
— William  Sharlotke 

Proved  27""  June  1662. 


tlZXins,  etc.,  in  t!)e  larerogatttie  Court 
of  Canterburp.' 

Will  of  Raynolde  Maryon  {sic).  Dated  2  July,  1554; 
proved  25  Jan.,  1554-5  (P-C.C.  18  More). 
[Original  will  filed,  but  no  locality  therein 
named,  nor  is  any  given  in  the  Probate  A61 
Book.] 

In  the  Name  of  god  Amen  The  seconde  dale  of  Julye  in  The  yere 
of  owre  Lorde  god  a  thousande  fiue  hundred  ffiftie  and  fowre  I  Raynolde 
Maryam  of  perfict  minde  and  remembrance  do  make  my  last  will 
and  testamente  in  maner  and  forme  as  ensuithe  ffirste  I  commende 
my  sprite  unto  my  redemer  and  sauyor  christe  in  whose  passion  and 
sufferinge  I  haue  suche  truste  and  confidens  that  of  my  saluacion  I  am 
nothinge  dowbtfull  I  bequethe  to  my  thre  Sisters  all  my  landes  to  be 
equally  deuided  betwene  them  I  bequethe  to  be  bestowed  at  my  buriall 
by  the  discretion  of  my  ouerseer  The  rest  of  all  my  goodes  and  debtf 
I  geue  and  bequethe  to  Johane  my  eldest  sister  whome  I  make  my 
hole  executrix  of  this  my  last  will  and  testamente  and  I  ordaine  and 
make  ouerseer  to  se  the  same  performed  Roger  holdworth  and  he  to 
haue  for  his  paines  vj'^  viij''  Witnes  to  this  my  last  will  William 
Currian,  Roger  holdworthe,  Edmund  butler,  Phillis  bostock,  and 
Johane  Rose. 

This  Will  was  proved  before  the  Dean  &  Chapter  of  Christ 
Church  Canterburj- — the  Archbishopric  being  then  vacant — 25  Jan 
1554  by  Johanne  Meryam  the  sole  Executrix/ 

Extract  from  the  Will  of  Robert  Edmede,  of  Hors- 
monden.  Dated  2  Mar.  i  &  2  Philip  &  Mary 
[1554-5].     (P.C.C.  48  Wattes.) 

"  Item  I  geue  unto  Agnes  my  wyfe  all  such  houshold  stuf  as  she 
brought  w"'  her  at  the  tyme  of  her  maryage  w"'  my  twoo  kyen  and 
thone  of  them  after  her  decease  to  remayn  unto  Steuen  Meryam  my 
godsonne." 

'   The  records  of  the  Prerogative  Court  of  Canterbury  (formerly  the  principal 
Court  of  Probate)  are  now  preserved  at  Somerset  House,  London. 
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Stephen  Meryam,  of  Horsmonden.  Dated  25  Nov., 
1558;  proved  4  March,  1558-9.  (P.C.C.  48 
Welles.) 

In  the  name  of  God  Amen  I  Stephyn  Meryam  of  horsemonden  in 
the  Countye  of  Kent  yoman  Doo  ordayn  and  make  my  last  vvyll  and 
testament  in  the  yere  of  our  Lord  god  1558  the  xxv  day  of  Nouembre 
in  maner  and  fo'me  followynge  ffyrst  I  bequeth  my  soule  to  allmyghtye 
god  and  my  body  to  be  buryed  in  the  parryshe  Churche  yard  of  hors- 
monden orells  where  yt  shall  please  god  to  call  me  fro  thys  transytory 
lyfe  IE  I  geue  and  bequethe  xx^  to  be  dystrybuted  amongest  the 
poore  people  of  horsmonden  at  the  day  of  my  buryal  If  I  geue  and 
bequeth  unto  euery  of  my  twoo  daughters  Marye  Meryam  and 
Catheryn  Meryam  the  some  of  xiij"  vj'  viij"*  of  good  and  lavvfuU 
monnye  to  be  payd  to  every  of  them  when  they  and  euery  of  them 
shallbe  xxiiij  yeres  of  Age  and  yf  they  or  any  of  them  do  marye 
before  that  yeres  than  I  wyll  the  sayd  sofne  to  be  payd  at  the  daye  of 
euery  theyr  maryage  Item  I  gyue  and  bequethe  to  Rychard  Meryam 
my  Sonne  xP  whan  he  shall  come  to  the  yeres  of  xxi'"  Item  I  gyue 
and  bequethe  to  Steuen  Meryam  my  sonne  the  soiiie  of  xx''  of  good 
and  lawfull  monnye  of  Inglonde  to  be  payd  whan  he  shallbe  of  xxiiij'"' 
yeres  of  age  Ite  I  gyue  and  bequethe  unto  Phylyp  Merya'n  my  sonne 
xx''  of  good  and  lawfull  mony  of  Ingland  to  be  payd  when  he  shallbe 
of  xxiiij'"'  yeres  of  age  The  resydewe  of  all  my  goodf  moveable  and 
unmoueable  whatsoeuer  my  dettf  payde  and  legacf  perfourmed  and 
wyll  I  gyue  and  bequethe  to  Catheryne  my  wyfe  to  the  bringynge  upp 
of  my  chylldren  the  w^''  Catheryne  my  Wyfe  I  ordayne  constytute  and 
make  of  thys  my  last  wyll  and  testament  sole  executryce  And 
Thomas  Myllward  and  VVyllyam  Meryathe  [sic]  I  ordayne  and 
apoynt  to  be  ouersears  for  the  perfo'^maunce  to  whome  I  gyue  vj**  viij'' 
a  pece  of  them  ouer  and  besydes  theyre  reasonable  expencf  in  takynge 
paynes  aboutf  for  the  same  over  and  besydes  the  aforesayd  legacf  I 
the  foresayd  testato''  doo  geue  and  bequethe  unto  John  Brecher  and 
Wyllyam  hyckemote  to  euery  of  them  xx''  and  to  Margery  hendley 
my  seruant  vj*  viij**  to  be  payd  w"'in  one  monethe  after  my  decease 
li  I  wyll  that  yf  my  sayde  wyfe  Catheryne  myne  executryx  doo 
fortune  to  marye  before  my  forsaid  legacyes  and  euerye  part  and 
parcell  before  by  me  bequethed  and  lykewyse  debts  perfo'med  doon 
and  payde  Then  she  to  putt  in  good  and  suffycyent  suertye  for  the 
payment  of  euery  such  parcell  as  shall  fortune  to  be  unpayd  unto 
Thomas  Myllward  and  Wyllyam  Meryam  my  brother  their  executours 
and  assignes  And  yf  my  saide  wyfe  Catheryn  shall  fortune  to  refuse 
to  putt  in  suffycyent  suerty  as  ys  ^mysed  unto  the  sayde  partyes 
Than  yt  shallbe  lawfull  for  the  sayde  Thomas  Myllward  and 
Wyllyam  Meryam  to  enioy  and  haue  all  the  benefyt  that  my  sayde 
I 
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wyfe  Catheryne  shoulld  haue  by  this  my  last  wyll  and  testament  in 
euery  condycyon  and  they  to  perfourme  the  same. 

Thys  ys  the  last  wyll  of  me  Steuen  Meryam  testatour  aforesayde 
made  and  declared  the  day  and  yere  before  specyfyed  for  and  con- 
cernynge  the  dysposycyon  and  order  of  my  Tentf  and  Landf  sett 
lyinge  and  beinge  in  the  parryshes  of  lij'rsemendon  and  brenchesely 
orells  where  in  the  Countye  of  Kent  ffyrst  I  gyue  my  Tennement  in 
the  w'''  I  dwell  w'  all  houses  and  two  gryndestones  myllf  and  all 
landes  unto  the  same  belonginge  unto  Catheryne  my  wyfe  w"''out  wast 
to  be  made  in  or  uppon  the  same  or  any  part  thereof  duringe  the 
terme  of  xx'"  yeres  fullye  to  be  completed  and  endyd  next  and 
ymmediately  after  my  decease  she  kepj'nge  all  manner  of  reparacofis 
paying  the  Lordes  rent  duringe  the  sayd  terme  and  leuynge  as  well 
the  saj'de  tenement  as  all  other  houses  and  the  twoo  gryndestones 
mylls  w'*"  all  utensyls  pertaynj'nge  to  the  same  gryndestones  tenantf 
lyke  at  thende  of  the  termes  of  the  sayde  xx'"'  yeres  in  maner  and 
forme  and  uppon  condycj'on  followynge  that  the  sayde  Catheryn  my 
wyfe  or  her  assignes  doo  godlye  vertueouslye  and  well  brynge  up  my 
Chylldren  and  pay  all  my  debtf  and  perfo'^me  all  my  legacyes  before 
mencyoned  ffurdermore  I  wyll  my  saide  tenement  in  horsemonden 
gryndestones  mylls  and  all  other  houses  and  land^  unto  the  stone 
appertaynynge  w"'  all  and  singuler  theyre  app''tenanncys  unto  the 
same  belongynge  unto  John  Merjam  mj'  son  and  to  hys  heyres  for- 
euer  after  thende  and  terme  of  xx'"  yeres  aforesaide  yelldinge  and 
payinge  yerelie  to  Catheryne  hys  mother  xl''  a  yere  during  all  her 
naturall  lyfe  to  be  taken  by  way  of  dj'Stres  Moreouer  I  wyll  thalfe 
of  one  Teflt  set  lying  and  being  in  Brencheseley  and  all  the  Landf 
belongynge  unto  the  same  w' ''  I  late  pchased  of  Gregorye  bj'nge  and 
Thomas  bynge  w"'  all  theyr  ap'^tenanncf  ymmedj-atelie  after  mj- 
decease  unto  my  sayde  wyfe  Catheryne  during  all  her  lyfe  uppon 
cond}-C}'on  followynge  namelj-  that  my  sayde  wyfe  Catheryne  doo 
make  a  dede  of  feoffement  in  her  wydowhed  w"'in  one  yere  after  my 
decease  of  all  such  right  Tytle  and  ynteres  as  she  hath  in  and  unto 
all  the  londs  and  tennements  within  the  parysh  of  brenchesley  which 
descended  from  her  father  John  Rodynbredge  The  use  of  the  said 
Dede  to  be  to  the  sayde  Catheryne  my  wyfe  during  her  naturall  lyfe 
and  after  her  decease  the  sajd  use  to  be  unto  Rychard  Meryam  sonne 
of  me  the  aforesayde  Testatour  and  of  the  sayde  Catheryne  and  to 
hys  heyres  for  euer  And  I  wyll  unto  Rychard  my  sonne  all  my  sajd 
part  of  tenemente  and  landes  in  brencheseley  before  geven  as  ys  sayde 
to  my  wyfe  Catheryne  after  her  deceas  unto  Rychard  Meryafi  my 
son  and  to  hys  heyres  forefi  And  I  further  wyll  that  yf  Catheryne 
my  wyfe  doo  not  make  or  cause  to  be  made  one  dede  of  ffeoffment  (as 
ys  aforesayde)  w"'in  the  tyme  before  l}-mytted  Than  I  wyll  that 
Rychard  my  sonne  shall  enioye  and  haue  the  sayde  part  and  Landf 
in  brechesly  aforesayde  soo  gyven  to  her  for  terme  of  lyfe  at  thend  and 
terme  of  one  yere  next  and  ymmediatelye  after  my  decease  w"'  all  and 
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synguler  thap'^teiincf  unto  the  sayd  Richard  my  sonne  and  hys  heyres 
foreuer  Wytnesses  hereunto  Martyne  Colyn  clerk  Rychard  Were 
ats  Soifier  John  Golde  John  bratell  Wyllyam  Meryam  Thomas 
Myllward  Wyllyam  lackemote  [sic]  Thomas  Nicholas/ 

Proved  4  March  1558  by  Tho'*  Umpton  proSor  for  Katherine  the 
reliS  &  Executrix/. 

William  Meryam  citizen  &  fishmonger  of  London. 

Dated 1 60 1 ;  proved  8  Feb.,  1 603-4.  (P.C.C, 

10  Harte.) 

In  the  name  of  God  Amen  The  ....  day  of ....  in  the  Thre  and 
fFortith  yere  of  the  raigne  of  our  moste  gracous  sovereigne  Ladie 
Elizabeth  by  the  grace  of  god  Queene  of  England  ffraunce  and  Ireland 
defender  of  the  faith  &c  And  in  Anno  Domini  one  thouzand  six 
hundredh  and  one  ;  I  William  Meryan  Citizen  and  ffishmonger  of 
London  being  in  pfeft  health  of  bodie  and  whole  and  pfef{  in  memorie : 
But  consideringe  my  mortall  estate  in  this  pflte  life  and  the  assurance 
of  death  and  incertentie  of  the  time  thereof,  which  I  referre  wholie  to 
the  pleasure  of  almightie  god  ordaine  and  make  this  my  pfite  testamente 
and  last  will  in  manner  and  forme  as  hereafter  followeth  ffirst  I  giue 
and  bequeath  my  Soule  into  the  handes  of  the  everlasting  God  Creator 
of  heaven  and  earth  nothing  doubting  but  fullie  assured  by  an  invincible 
faith  of  his  infinite  mercie  onelie  by  the  merritf  and  death  of  his  onely 
Sonne  Jesus  Christe  my  onely  Saviour  and  redemer  to  inherite  the  ever- 
lasting and  most  blessed  kingdome  of  heaven  And  my  bodie  I  commit 
to  the  earth  to  be  buried  at  the  discreacon  of  my  executrix  hereafter 
named  Item  I  giue  to  fortie  of  the  poore  inhabitauntf  of  Maydston  in 
the  Countie  of  Kente  fortie  shillingf  viz' :  to  every  of  them  twelve 
pence,  to  be  distributed  by  my  Executrix  under  named.  Item  I  will 
and  bequeath  unto  Suzan  West  my  Sister  nowe  the  wief  of  Henrie 
West  of  Stalisfield  in  the  County  of  Kente  minister  my  great  caldron 
of  brasse  Item  I  giue  and  bequeath  to  Marie  Bennet  my  Syster  the 
wief  of  John  Bennet  my  booke  of  sick  mans  salve  wherein  is  bounde 
the  flowerof  godlyprayers  And  the  image  of  god  with  certaine  sermons, 
Item  I  giue  and  bequeath  unto  my  brother  in  lawe  Henry  W^est  my 
booke  of  the  trueth  of  Xpian  Religion  made  by  my  Lorde  Phillip  of 
Mornay  of  Plessye  Marly  in  ffraunce  And  be  it  further  knowne  that 
whereas  I  haue  boughte  of  Thomas  Henman  thelder  of  Lenham  within 
the  Countie  of  Kente  yeoman  nowe  latelie  deceased  One  Annuity  of 
eight  poundf  a  yeare  for  the  somme  of  fRftie  poundes,  which  money 
I  paied  to  him  in  his  life  time,  which  aforesaid  Annuitie  was  made  to 
him  the  aforesaid  Thomas  Henman  and  his  heires  &c  by  James  Meryan 
my  brother  nowe  late  of  Maidston  aforesaide  deceased  And  which 
Annuitie  the  saide  Thomas  Henman  in  his  life  time  by  agreamente 
betwene  him  and  me  hath  graunted  assigned  and  set  over  in  fee  simple 
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to  my  sister  Sara  Bennet  by  his  deeJe  indented  bearing  date  the  .... 
Maye  in  the  Nine  and  thirtith  yere  of  the  raigne  of  our  Sovereigne 
Ladie  Elisabeth  by  the  Grace  of  God  Queene  of  England  fFraunce 
and  Ireland  &c  as  b}'  the  saide  deede  indented  aforesaide  more  at  large 
appearethe  I  do  hereby  assigne  nominate  and  appointe  my  sister  Sara 
Bennet  aforesaid  to  make  such  sufficient  and  lawfull  conveyaunce  and 
assurance  unto  my  sister  Suzan  West  aforesaid  and  to  her  children 
hereafter  named  in  this  mj-  pfite  testam'  and  last  will  and  also  unto 
my  Sister  Jane  Bennett  aforesaid  for  the  discharge  for  eu  of  the  afore- 
said rent  charge  of  the  aforesaid  annuitie  of  Eight  poundes  to  her  the 
said  Sara  Bennet  as  aforesaid  graunted  by  the  said  Thomas  Henman 
in  and  uppon  all  the  landes  tennementf  and  hereditamentf  lienge  in  the 
Towne  of  Maidston  and  in  the  parishes  of  Boughton  Mounchelse^- 
and  Langley  within  the  Countie  of  Kente  which  I  haue  gluen  and 
bequeathed  unto  my  sister  Suzan  West  and  her  children  hereafter 
named  And  also  of  and  in  the  tenement  which  I  haue  giuen  unto  her 
the  saide  Sara  Bennet  and  Jane  Bennet  in  Maidstofi  hereafter  named 
as  by  my  said  Sisters  Suian  West  and  Jane  Bennett  and  their  councell 
learned  in  the  lawe  shall  be  thoughte  sufficient  and  convenient  Item 
I  giue  and  bequeath  unto  my  welbeloved  frend  John  Adey  of  Boxley 
in  the  Countie  of  Kent  gent  fiue  poundes  of  lawfull  money  of  England 
to  be  paied  to  him  within  one  j'ere  after  my  decease  Item  I  giue  and 
bequeathe  all  the  rest  of  my  moveable  goodes  as  Ijnnen  woollen  brasse 
pewter  chestf  wainescot  and  all  other  my  moueable  goodes  money 
and  substauncf  whatsoeuer  my  debtf  and  legacies  being  paied  unto 
my  two  Sisters  Sara  Bennet  and  Jane  Bennet  And  I  doe  ordaine  and 
make  hereby  my  Sister  Sara  Bennett  my  Sole  Executrix  of  this  my 
last  Will  and  Testamente. 

This  is  the  last  wyll  and  testament  of  me  the  abouesaid  William 
Mer^'an  made  and  declared  the  daie  and  yeare  abovesaide  of  and  con- 
cerning the  disposicon  of  all  my  landes  tennementf  and  hereditament^ 
lieing  and  being  in  the  towne  of  maideston  aforesaid  and  in  the  parishes 
of  Boughton  IMounchelsey  and  Langley  within  the  Countie  of  Kent, 
or  ellf  where  within  the  saide  Countie  ffirst  I  giue  and  bequeath  the 
tennement  close  and  litle  garden  thereunto  adioyninge  wherein  my 
mother  Christian  Packman  widowe  latelj-  deceased  dwelt  with  the 
Stable  Sake  house  and  chambers  over  them  thereunto  adio3'ning  like- 
wise whereof  parte  is  in  my  own  occupacon  And  parte  also  of  the 
same  in  the  occupacon  of  Paule  Burgf  of  Maideston  Glasyer  and 
Thomas  Avery  of  Maideston  Baker  And  boundeth  to  the  tennementf 
closes  and  garden  of  James  ffranklin  of  Maidston  aforesaid  mercer 
And  the  litle  close  of  William  Gull  gentleman  to  the  East  and  West, 
to  the  tennem'  and  close  of  William  Gull  gent  aforesaide  to  the 
North  And  to  the  Queenes  Ma'"'"  Streate  to  the  Soweth  to  my  Sister 
Sara  Bennett  and  Jane  Bennett  in  fee  simple  to  them  and  their  heires 
for  ever  in  satisfaccofi  and  discharge  of  ffortie  and  two  poundf  which 
1  owe  them  vis'  to  Sara  Bennett  two  and  twenty  poundes  And  to 
Jane  Bennett  Twentie  poundes    Item  I  giue  and  bequeath  my  tenne- 


Merriam  Wills  in  the  P.C.C.  6i 

ment  close  and  garden  thereunto  adioyning  in  Maidston  aforesaid 
wherein  William  Marshall  Pewterer  nowe  dvvelleth,  And  my  litle 
tennement  wherein  Pawie  Burgis  Glasier  now  dwelleth  which  standeth 
betwene  the  tennement  of  James  ffranclin  aforesaide  And  the  Tenne- 
ment of  .  ...  Goslinge  And  my  close  and  garden  thereunto  adioyn- 
inge  in  weekstreate  in  Maidston  aforesaide  being  nowe  in  the  occupacofl 
of  William  Gull  aforesaid  Gent  and  Pawle  Burgis  of  Maidston 
aforesaide  Glasyer  And  my  lytle  howse  and  the  close  and  garden 
thereunto  adioyning  in  Weeke  Streate  in  Maidston  aforesaide  wherein 
Alice  Cumberlech  widowe  nowe  dwelleth  And  all  my  landes  erable 
and  pasture  and  peece  of  woode  lande  called  Wealch  woode  lieng  in 
the  parishes  of  Boughton  Mounchelsey  and  Langley  aforesaid  in  the 
said  Countie  of  Kent  being  altogeather  by  estimacon  six  and  twentie 
acres  be  it  more  or  lesse  nowe  in  thoccupacon  of  William  Marten  of 
Boughton  Mounchelsey  aforesaid  unto  Suzan  West  aforesaide  my 
Sister  nowe  the  wife  of  the  aforesaide  Henry  West  during  her 
nrall  life  in  this  world  she  to  enter  uppon  it  and  to  take  the  rentf 
and  profRttf  thereof  nott  untill  the  Michaelmas  twelvemoneth  next 
after  the  day  of  my  death  during  which  time  and  space  I  will 
that  my  sister  Sara  Bennet  aforesaid  shall  take  up  the  profRttf  and 
rentf  thereof  for  the  discharge  and  payment  of  my  debtf  and  legacies 
And  after  the  decease  of  my  sister  Suzan  West  aforesaid  I  giue  and 
bequeath  my  litle  house  wherein  Pawle  Burgis  aforesaide  Glasyer 
nowe  dwelleth  And  my  close  and  garden  thereunto  adioyning  in 
Weeke  Streate  in  Maydeston  aforesaide  in  the  occupacon  of  the  afore- 
said William  Gull  gent  and  Pawle  Burgis  of  Maydeston  aforesaid 
Glasier  And  also  my  litle  howse  and  the  close  and  garden  thereunto 
adioyninge  in  weeke  Streete  in  Maidstofi  aforesaide  wherein  Alice 
Cumberletch  widowe  aforesaid  nowe  dwelleth  unto  her  three  daughters 
Sara  West  Marie  West  and  Suzan  West  to  them  and  to  their  heires 
for  ever.  Item  I  giue  and  bequeath  my  tennem'  close  and  garden 
thereunto  adioyning  in  Maydstofi  aforesaide  wherein  William  Marshall 
aforesaide  Pewterer  nowe  dwelleth  And  all  my  landes  errable  and 
pasture  and  peece  of  woodelande  called  Wealch  woode  lieing  in  the 
parishes  of  Boughton  Mounchelsey  and  Langley  aforesaid  within  the 
saide  Countie  of  Kente  being  by  estimacon  Thirtie  and  sixe  acres  be 
it  more  or  lesse,  nowe  in  the  occupacon  of  William  Marten  of  Boughton 
Mounchelsey  aforesaid  unto  her  three  sonnes  Henrie  West  John  West 
and  William  West  to  them  and  to  their  heires  for  ever  In  witnesse 
of  all  which  premisses  1  the  saide  William  Merriafl  haue  written  this 
my  pfite  testament  and  last  will  with  my  owne  hande  and  haue  here- 
unto set  my  hande  and  seale  dated  the  dale  and  yeare  first  aboue 
written  made  subscribed  sealed  declared  and  pronounced  as  and  for 
the  verie  testament  and  last  will  of  me  the  said  William  Meryafl  in 
the  piVce  of  .  .  .    . 

Proved  at  London  8  Feb  i6oi  by  the  oath  of  Sara  Bennett  the 
Executrix/  &  Sentence  pronounced  by  the  judge  for  the  validity  of  s*^ 
will  in  theCauseofJane  Bennett  the  sister&Sara  Bennett  the  executrix. 
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Robert  Pyper  of  Tonbridge.      Dated  ii  June,   1616  ; 
proved  2  Aug.,  161 6.      (P.C.C.  86  Cope.) 

"  I  Robert  Pyper  of  Tonbridge  in  the  Countie  of  Kent, 
Clothier." 

To  the  poore  people  resorting  to  my  burj-all  or  other  of  the  parishe 
of  Tonbridge  40^.  To  Elizabeth  and  Margaret  my  two  eldest 
daughters  /50  apeece  to  be  made  up  with  the  portions  willed  by  the 
Testament  of  John  Hablett  theire  late  grandsire  deceased.  To  Anne 
my  third  daughter  ^40  whereof  her  sayed  grandsire's  portion  to  her 
also  given  to  be  accompted  parcell.  To  Mary  my  youngest  Daughter 
£,\0-  All  which  legacies  are  payable  at  21  or  marriage.  Margaret 
my  wife  and  Robert  Piper  my  son  to  be  joint  executors.  Daniel  Piper 
my  brother  and  William  Merryam  my  brother-in-lawe  to  be  overseers 
thereof.  Concerning  my  Lands  I  devise  to  Robert  Piper  my  eldest 
Sonne  that  messuage  wherein  I  now  dwell  called  Loges  adjoining  to 
the  highe  waye  leading  between  Tunbridge  and  Tewdley  against  the 
north  to  the  highway  leading  from  Tonbridge  to  ffish  lodge  brooke 
against  the  west  and  Southeast  and  each  to  hold  the  same  to  him  and 
to  his  heirs  for  ever. 

"  Furthermore  I  will  and  prouide  that  yf  my  youngest  sonne 
William  Piper  shall  hereafter  be  trayned  up  to  be  a  Clothier  and  so 
shall  come  to  use  the  same  trade  That  then  he  the  said  William  shall 
have  libertie  freelie  and  peaccablie  to  come  and  goe  at  all  tymes 
reasonable  and  in  reasonable  sorte  order  and  manner  during  his  naturall 
life  to  and  from  my  workehouse  and  there  to  use  the  fatt  Copper  and 
other  ymplements  and  the  water  of  the  pond  for  the  Dying  of  his 
owne  wooll  onlie  and  to  laye  in  wood  from  t3me  to  tyme  in  the  Close 
or  yard  belonging  to  my  saied  Workehouse  and  to  spend  out  the 
same  in  the  said  workhouse  for  the  Dying  of  the  saied  wooll  and  to 
use  the  Hurdle  and  Teynter  uppon  my  landes  before  willed  to  my 
sonne  Robert." 

Other  lands  in  Tonbridge  to  my  said  son  William  at  21  and  to 
his  heirs. 

(Signed)  ROBERT  PYPER. 

Witnesses,  William  Mirriam,  Thomas  Gouldsmithe,  William 
Love,  and  John  Hooper,  Notary  Public. 

Proved  2  Aug.  16 16  by  Margaret  Piper  natural  and  lawful 
daughter  (sic)  of  the  said  deceased  and  one  of  the  executors. 

Robert  Meriam,  who  died  beyond  seas.  Dated  12 
July,  1633  ;  proved  29  April,  1635.  (P.C.C.  40 
Sadler.) 

Memorandum  That  Robert  Meriam  the  twelveth  daie  of  July 
Anno   Domini  one  thousand  six  hundred  thirty  three  being  sicke  and 
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weake  of  body  but  of  a  good  disposing  minde  and  memory  did  ordaine 
this  his  last  Will  and  Testament  in  maiier  and  forme  following  first  he 
gave  and  bequeathed  his  Soule  unto  God  that  gave  it  hopelng  through 
the  meritts  of  Jesus  Christ  to  receave  pardon  and  forgivenes  of  all  my 
sinnes  and  his  body  to  the  earth  from  whence  it  came  Sc^.  Item  he 
gave  and  bequeathed  unto  his  loving  brother  Thomas  Truser  two 
shirts  and  fower  capps  Item  he  gave  and  bequeathed  unto  his  loving 
sister  Ann  Truser  one  smocke  Item  he  gave  and  bequeathed  unto 
his  loving  brother  Edward  Meriam  one  shirt  and  fower  capps  Item 
he  gave  and  bequeathed  unto  his  loving  sister  Margrett  Meriam  one 
smocke  Item  he  gave  and  bequeathed  unto  his  loving  sister  Mary 
Meriam  one  smocke  Item  he  gave  and  bequeathed  unto  his  loving 
brother  John  Meriam  one  shirt  and  fower  capps  Item  He  gave  and 
bequeathed  unto  his  loving  friend  Samuell  Kenian  three  shirts  Item 
he  gave  and  bequeathed  unto  his  loveing  friend  Ralph  Jackman  two 
shirts  one  booke  and  one  hatt  Item  He  gave  and  bequeathed  unto 
his  loveing  friend  Robert  Huet  one  booke  called  the  Concordance  of 
Yeares  Item  he  gave  &  bequeathed  unto  his  loveing  friend  Adam 
Coppinger  one  coat  Item  he  gave  and  bequeathed  unto  his  loveing 
friend  Georg  Young  all  his  bedding  w'^''  he  had  in  the  said  shipp  Item 
he  gave  and  bequeathed  unto  his  father  John  Meriam  all  the  rest  of 
his  whole  estate  as  goods  monies  debts  wages  or  ought  else  which  he 
did  possesse  or  that  was  due  unto  him  ordayning  him  his  full  whole 
and  sole  Executor  of  his  last  Will  and  Testament  renouncing  all 
Wills  formerly  by  him  made  In  witnes  whereof  wee  whose  names 
are  under  written  have  sett  to  our  hands  Rich:  Fitch  purs'  mate — 
Robert  Hewitt. 

Aprilis  1635.  Vicesimo  nono  die  Probatum  fuit  tesfum  nuncupaf 
Roberti  Meriam  nuper  in  partibus  ultramarinis  decedents  habents  &c., 
Juramento  Johannis  Meriam  patris  diet  deff  et  exfis  &c.,  Cui  &c.,  de 
bene  &c.,  Jurat. 

1649.  Sept.  10.     Administration  of  the  goods,  etc.,  of  HENRY 
Merriam,  late  of  Sandwich,  co.  Kent,  deceased,  was  granted  at 
London  to  Judith  Merriam,  widow,  the  reliS  of  the  said  deceased. 
(P.C.C,  Admon.  Ad  Book  1649,  fo.  109.) 

1691.  OS.  16.  Administration  of  the  goods,  etc.,  of  GEORGE 
Meriam,  late  of  the  Inner  Temple,  London,  a  bachelor,  deceased,  was 
granted  to  Thomas  Meriam  the  father. 

(P.C.C,  Admon.  AS  Book  1691,  fo.  I8o^) 


Ct)ancerp  i^roceciDings.' 

The  Bills,  Answers,  and  Depositions  in  Chancery  suits  are  of  the 
highest  interest  and  value  genealogically.  They  begin  in  the  reign 
of  Richard  II.,  and  number  many  hundreds  of  thousands.  The  sub- 
jeS-matter  of  Chancery  proceedings  was  infinite  in  its  variety.  i£a;V/- 
quid  agunt  homines  might  be  described  as  the  motto  of  this  court.  It 
has  been  said  of  these  documents  that  they  "  record  not  only  the 
names  and  dates,  marriages  and  descents,  the  frailties  or  the  frauds,  of 
the  parties  concerned ;  but  their  words — their  gesticulations ;  a  de- 
scription of  the  rooms  they  sat  in,  the  beds  they  laid  in,  and  the  clothes 
they  wore.  Some  portions  read  like  pages  from  De  Foe  or  Pepys, 
and  some  expressions  recall  the  quaint  dialogues  of  Shakespeare." 
In  the  following  pages  full  copies  of  the  Bills  and  Answers  filed  in 
two  Merriam  suits  have  been  transcribed  ;  in  the  other  causes  it  has 
been  considered  enough  to  supply  brief  particulars  comprising  all  the 
genealogical  information  to  be  had  from  them.     G.F.T.S. 

THOMAS  V.  MERIHAM.2 

To  the  Right  honorable  Sir  Thomas  Egerton  knight  Lord  Keeper  of 
the  Great  Seale  of  England. 
(Sworn  25  Nov.  1597.) 

Most  humblie  Complaj'ning  sheweth  unto  yo"^  Lordshippe  yo''  Lord- 
shipps  poore  Orato'  Edward  Thomas  of  Hunton  in  the  County  of 
Kent  yeoman  that  whereas  yo'  saide  Orato'^  together^  w"'  one  John 
Thomas  for  the  debt  of  the  saide  John  Thomas  the  seavententh 
daj'  of  September  in  the  one  A:  thirteth  yeare  of  the  Raigne  of  our 
Soiiaigne  Ladie  the  Queenes  Ma'""  that  nowe  is  hy  theire  oblicacon 
became  Joynclly  &  seuallie  bownden  unto  one  Richard  Meriham  of 
Horsmonden  in  the  saide  Countie  of  Kent  yeoman  in  the  sume  of 
twenty  powndf  of  lawfull  mony  of  England  w"^  a  Condicon  thereon 
indorced  that  yf  the  said  John  Thomas  ^  yo"^  said  Orato'  theire  heires 
executo"*  or  administrato*  or  any  of  them  should  well  and  trulie  Con- 
tent satisfie  &  paie  unto  the  said  Richard  Meriham  his  executo'^ 
administrato"^*  or  assignes  the  sume  of  ten  powdf  in  manner  and  fourme 
following  that  is  to  sale  in  the  first  day  ol  September  next  after  the 
date  of  the  said  obligacon  the  sume  of  fyve  powndf  at  the  dwelling 
howse  of  the  said  Richard  Meriham  &  on  the  second  day  of  ffebruary 
then  next  following  after  five  powndf  at  the  place  aforesaid  that  then 

'  Preserved  at  the  Public  Record  Office,  London. 
2  B.  and  A.,  Elizabeth,  T.  7/1 1. 
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the  said  obligacon  should  bee  voide  And  whereas  the  said  John 
Thomas  did  according  to  the  Condicon  of  the  said  obligacon  or  ells 
w"'in  a  very  short  tyme  after  at  the  dayes  therein  p'^flxed  for  the 
paiement  thereof  well  &  truly  content  satisfie  &  paie  unto  the  said 
Richard  Meriham  the  saide  same  of  ten  powndf  &  did  not  take  up 
from  the  said  Richard  Meriham  his  saide  obligacon  but  suffered  the 
same  still  to  remayne  in  his  handf  not  thincking  that  hee  would  euer 
haue  put  the  same  in  suyt  the  saide  some  of  ten  powndf  being  to  him 
paied  as  is  aforesaid  Nowe  soe  it  is  if  it  may  please  yo"^  good  Lord- 
shippe  that  the  said  John  Thomas  is  dead  &  the  said  Richard  Meriham 
knowing  that  yo'^  said  Orato"^  was  not  priuy  to  the  paiem'  of  the  said 
sume  of  ten  poundf  albeit  hee  dyuers  tymes  in  the  life  tyme  of  the 
said  John  Thomas  &  sithence  his  death  to  dyvers  psons  of  good 
credditt  hath  confessed  that  hee  hath  beene  satisfied  the  said  sume  of 
ten  powndf  hath  of  late  Contrary  to  all  equitie  &  good  conscience 
impleaded  yo'^  saide  Orato'  for  the  some  meaning  to  recouer  the  whole 
forfeiture  of  the  said  bond  w"''  will  tend  to  the  utter  undoeing  of 
yo'  said  Orato'  beeing  a  meere  estranger  to  the  said  paiem'  made  as 
is  aforesaid  to  the  certaine  knowledge  whereof  hee  cannot  pfefllie 
attaine  unles  by  the  Corporall  oath  of  the  said  Richard  Meriham 
upon  w'^''  hee  dowbteth  not  but  that  hee  will  confesse  the  same  May 
it  therefore  please  yo"^  Lordshipp  the  p'^misses  considered  to  graunt 
her  Ma'*^  most  gratyous  writt  of  subpena  to  bee  direfted  unto  the 
said  Richard  Meriham  comaunding  him  by  a  day  certaine  therein  to 
bee  p'fixed  psonallie  to  bee  and  appeare  before  yo'^  Lordshippe  in  her 
ma''"  highe  Court  of  Chancery  then  &  there  to  awnswer  the  p'^misses 
and  to  sett  downe  &  declare  upon  his  oath  whether  hee  hath  receaved 
of  the  said  John  Thomas  or  of  any  other  pson  by  his  appoyntment  the 
said  sume  of  ten  powndf  yea  or  noe  6c  whether  the  same  were  to  him 
paied  at  the  dayes  contayned  in  the  condicon  of  the  said  obligacon  yea 
or  noe  &  whether  hee  haue  not  at  any  tyme  confessed  the  receipte 
thereof  and  to  stand  to  &  abyde  suche  further  order  &  direccon  heerin 
as  to  yo'  Lordshippe  shall  seeme  meete  and  convenyent  And  yo' 
said  Orato'^  according  as  his  duty  him  byndeth  shall  pray  for  y''  Lord- 
shippe in  muche  honour  long  to  contynue. 

The  Answer  of  Richard  Meriham. 

(Sworn  26  Nov.  1597.) 
The  sayd  Defendant  now  and  at  all  tymes  hereafter  to  him  saved 
all  advauntage  of  exception  to  the  uncertein'""*  &  insufRciencf  of  the 
said  bill  of  Compl'  ffor  aunswer  sayeth  that  true  it  )'s  that  the  sayd 
Complaynnt  Edward  Thomas  together  w"'  one  John  Thomas  deceased 
mencoed  in  the  said  bill  in  or  about  the  tyme  menconed  in  the  said 
bill  of  Complaynt  by  theire  obligacon  became  ioyntly  and  setially 
bounden  to  him  this  Defend'  in  the  some  of  Twenty  poundes  of  law- 
full  money  of  England  w"'  condycon  thereon  endorsed  or  underwritten 
K 
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the  same  obligacon  for  the  paj-ment  of  the  some  of  ten  poundf  at 
tj-mes  in  the  said  condicon  mencoed  to  w"''  this  def  for  more  ctenty 
therof  refereth  him  self  But  whether  the  same  were  for  the  debt  of 
the  said  John  Thomas  or  that  the  compl'  him  self  had  the  money  this 
deP  knoweth  not  S^-nce  the  makinge  &  delyfi}-  of  w^''  bond  b}'  the 
saj'd  Compl'  &  the  sayd  John  Thomas  (the  same  beinge  now  about 
eight  yerf  sj'nce)  he  this  defend"  never  as  j-et  receyved  the  said  some 
of  ten  poundf  either  in  the  life  of  the  said  John  Thomas  or  since  his 
Death  nor  one  pennj-  pffltt  or  use  for  the  forbearing  of  the  same  of 
the  said  Compl'  or  the  sayd  John  Thomas  or  of  any  other  gson  by 
their  or  either  of  theire  appoyntm'  or  direflion  or  for  them  or  cyther 
of  them  Although  at  dius  &  sondrj-  t}-mes  as  well  in  the  lilTe  tyme 
of  the  said  John  Thomas  as  sjnce  his  Death  he  this  Defend'  hath 
demaunded  the  said  sofi  of  ten  poundf  but  beinge  delayed  from  t^me 
to  tj'me  by  the  said  Compl'  &  the  said  John  Thomas  in  his  life  tyme 
he  this  defend'  lately  comenced  suite  in  Maydston  in  the  County  of 
Kent  before  the  Mayo'  of  the  same  towne  havinge  power  to  hold  plea 
upon  the  sayd  bond  agaj'nst  the  saj'd  Compl'  and  herupon  hath  had 
iudgm'  as  he  hath  ben  enformed  b}-  hys  Attorney  in  the  sayd  Court 
agaynst  the  sayd  Compla5'nnt  And  this  Defendent  further  sayeth 
that  he  never  hath  to  his  now  remembrance  confessed  to  any  pson  or 
psons  the  satisfaccon  of  the  sayd  some  of  ten  poundf  to  be  made  by 
the  said  John  Thomas  in  his  lyffe  tyme  to  this  Defend'  as  the  sayd 
Comp'  in  .5c  by  his  sayd  bill  supposeth  the  same  to  have  ben  Although 
the  saj'd  Comp'  very  subtillj'  &  in  close  &  secret  manner  hath  often 
t3'mes  caused  other  psones  to  move  the  same  to  this  defend'  intending 
hereby  (as  this  Def  varily  thincketh)  onelj'  to  gett  some  advauntage 
by  speeches  or  pmyse  he  shold  make  unto  them  wherebj'  he  might 
altogether  defeit  and  barre  him  this  defend'  of  his  due  debt  &  bond 
contrary  to  all  good  &  honest  pceedinge  And  w"''out  that  that  any 
other  matter  or  thinge  materiall  or  effefluall  in  the  sayd  bill  of  comp' 
mencoed  for  him  this  Defend'  To  make  further  answere  unto  &  not 
herein  before  by  him  sufficiently  confessed  &  avoj-ded  trausd  or  denyed 
j's  true  to  the  knowledge  of  this  defend'  All  w'*"  this  defend'  ys  read}' 
to  aver  &  pve  as  this  honourable  Court  shall  award  And  humbly 
prayeth  to  be  dismyssed  out  of  the  same  w"'  his  reasonable  costf  & 
chargf  in  this  behalf  had  &  susteyned. 

[A  Replication  of  Plaintiff's  case  follows.] 

USMER  V.  MERIAM.i     {AbstraB.) 

1603.  July  12.  John  Usmer  of  \Vrotham,  co.  Kent,  butcher, 
complains  that  about  18  years  past  and  divers  t\-mes  since  he  did 
buy  of  one  Rychard  Mers'am  of  Horsmonden,  j-eoman,  certain  cattle 
for  which  he  paid.     But  now  soe  it  is  the  said  Rj-chard,  knowing 

'  B  and  A.,  James  I.,  U.  1/44. 
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your  orator  by  reason  of  the  long  distance  of  time  could  not  make 
direS  proofe  of  payment,  caused  your  orator  to  be  arrested  in  the 
Maj'or's  Court  of  Rochester,  &c. 

[Reply  of  Richard  Meryam  who  denies  he  has  been  paid.] 

MERIA.M   V.  GREGORY.! 

1621.     OSober  22. 

To  the  right   Honorable   and  reverend  ffather   in  God  John  Lord 
Byshop  of  Lincolneand  Lord  Keeper  of  the  great  Seale  of  England 

In  all  humble  maner  complayneing  sheweth  unto  your  good  Lordship 
your  Orators  Thomas  Meriam  of  Horsmonden  in  the  County  of  Kent 
yeoman  and  Henry  Meriam  of  Harrisome  in  the  said  County  yeoman 
That  whereas  Richard  Meriam  late  of  Horsmonden  aforesaid  yeoman 
deceased  ffather  while  he  lyved  unto  your  said  Orators  was  in  his 
lyfetime  &  att  the  time  of  his  decease  lawfully  seized  in  his  demesne 
as  of  fee  of  &  in  one  messuage  two  myles  &  diuers  severall  peels  of 
land  w"h  ther  appurtenances  in  Horsmonden  aforesaid  being  of  the 
nature  and  tenure  of  Gavelkynde  &  tyme  out  of  mynde  jJtible  &  to  be 
de%'ided  betweene  &  amongst  all  the  heires  males  according  to  the  cus- 
tome  of  Gavelkynde  And  the  said  Richard  Meriam  soe  being 
thereof  seised  dyed  about  tenn  yeares  nowe  past  By  and  after  whose 
decease  the  said  messuage  milles  landf  &  pmisses  descended  &  came 
as  of  right  they  ought  to  descend  &  come  unto  Stephen  Meriam 
William  Meriam  &  your  said  Orators  as  sonnes  &  coheires  according 
to  the  said  Custome  of  Gavelkynde  unto  the  said  Richard  Meriam  by 
and  after  whose  decease  your  said  Orators  &  the  said  Stephen  and 
William  did  enter  into  the  pmisses  &  weare  therof  lawfull}'  seised  in 
their  demesne  as  of  fee  &  being  their  of  seised  the  said  Stephen 
Meriam  about  nyne  yeres  nowe  past  dyed  w'hout  any  issue  of  his 
body  and  by  his  death  his  pte  of  &  in  the  said  (Jmisses  descended  & 
came  unto  your  said  Orators  &  the  said  William  as  brothers  and 
heires  unto  the  said  Stephen  by  and  after  whose  decease  your  said 
Orators  &  the  said  William  Meriam  did  continue  in  the  possession  of 
all  the  same  pmisses  and  weare  therof  lawfully  seised  in  their  demesne 
as  of  fee  as  copteners  according  to  the  course  of  Gavelkinde  &  soe 
being  thirof  seised  the  said  William  Meriam  also  dyed  having  yssue 
Joane  &  Thomasyn  his  daughters  by  &  after  whose  decease  the  pte  & 
purpt  of  the  said  William  of  and  in  the  said  messuage  &  lands  de- 
scended &  came  unto  the  said  Joane  &  Thomasyn  as  daughters  and 
Coheires  unto  the  said  William  But  nowe  soe  it  is  may  it  please 
your  good  Lordship  That  shortly  after  the  decease  of  the  said  Richard 
Meriam  the  said  Stephen  Meriam  ptending  that  the  said  Richard 
Meriam  his  ffather  made  a  will  &  that  therby  hee  devised  the  said 
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messuage  landf  &  pmisses  unto  him  &  his  heires  hee  the  said  Stephen 
tooke  uppon  him  to  make  &  declare  his  will  thereof  &  did  therby 
sett  forth  amongst  other  thingf  therin  conteyned  that  Joane  Meriam 
his  wife  should  have  the  said  messuage  landef  &  pmisses  for  terme  of 
her  lyfe  &  that  after  her  decease  the  same  should  goe  unto  the  heires 
of  the  said  William  his  brother  wheras  in  truth  the  said  Richard 
Meriam  made  noe  such  will  but  desired  one  Soloman  Ware  being  his 
Neighbour  to  make  a  draught  of  a  will  of  the  said  messuage  landf 
6i  pmisses  &  to  giue  the  same  unto  the  said  Stephen  &  the  heires 
males  of  his  bodj'  lawfully  begotten  w'h  remainder  over  in  tayle  to  his 
other  sonnes  &  the  heires  males  of  ther  bodyes  successively  one  after 
another  of  them  and  the  said  Richard  understanding  about  one  weeke 
before  his  death  that  the  said  Solomon  Ware  had  drawen  the  said  will 
contrary  to  his  direflions  and  meaneing  the  said  Richard  required  to 
have  the  said  draught  brought  unto  him  &  sent  for  the  said  Ware  & 
in  his  death  bed  desired  the  said  Ware  to  bring  the  said  draught  unto 
him  and  said  that  it  should  not  stand  it  should  not  bee  his  will  because 
the  said  pmisses  were  therby  given  to  the  said  Stephen  &  his  heires 
&  hee  would  haue  it  intayled  to  him  &  the  heires  males  of  his  body  & 
soe  from  one  sonne  to  another  &  the  said  Ware  in  respefi  that  the 
said  Stephen  was  shortlie  to  marie  his  sonnes  wifes  sister  &  therefore 
desirous  to  settle  the  fee  simple  of  the  said  pmisses  in  the  said  Stephen 
contradifted  the  said  Richard  &  affirmed  unto  the  said  Richard  that 
the  will  was  well  Inough  And  there  upon  the  said  Richard  w'h  great 
vehemency  lyeing  sicke  uppon  his  death  bed  said  that  it  should  not 
stand  it  should  not  be  his  will  Si  that  hee  would  haue  another  will 
made  &  that  if  Ware  would  not  make  it  hee  would  send  for  one  Mr. 
Hodges  of  Goudgherst  to  new  make  his  will  &  there  uppon  the  said 
Ware  pmissed  to  bring  in  the  draught  hee  had  made  &  to  write  a 
new  will  &  although  that  the  said  Richard  Meriham  angerly  said 
that  hee  would  doe  it  when  it  was  to  late  &  sent  for  him  att  the  time 
appointed  that  the  said  Ware  being  a  neare  Neighbour  ^imissed  to 
come  &  divers  other  times  yet  the  said  Ware  absented  him  selfe  & 
would  neither  come  nor  send  in  the  said  draught  to  the  said  Richard 
Meriam  where  upon  the  said  Richard  Meriam  seeing  the  said  Ware 
to  absente  himselfe  did  absolutelie  revoke  and  make  void  the  said 
supposed  will  made  by  the  said  Ware  whereby  the  said  pmisses  shold 
bee  giuen  to  the  said  Stepen  &  to  his  heires  &  about  one  day  after  the 
said  Richard  dj-ed  but  the  said  Ware  kept  the  said  draught  in  his 
hands  by  &  after  whose  decease  the  said  draught  was  pved  as  a  will 
in  corhon  forme  w'hout  any  oath  of  executor  or  any  other  jison  &  after 
wardf  the  said  Stephen  also  made  &  declared  a  will  &  tooke  uppon 
him  to  give  the  pmisses  as  aforesaid  &  the  said  Joane  his  wife  being 
thirb}'  made  his  executrix  proved  the  said  will  &  shortly  after  maryed 
w'h  one  Henry  Gregorj'  by  meanes  wherof  the  said  Henry  &  Joane 
gott  into  ther  handf  &  possessions  all  the  deeds  charters  and  writings 
concerning  the  premisses  and  haue  to  colour  their  interest  in  the  said 
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Messuages  lands  and  premisses  combined  themselves  with  the  said 
Joane  &  Thamsine  Meriam  And  fearing  that  the  said  supposed  will 
wold  bee  questioned  hee  the  said  Henry  compounded  with  Agnes 
Meriam  the  widowe  of  the  said  Richard  and  agreed  and  gaue  her 
security  to  pay  unto  her  yeerly  during  her  life  twice  so  much  as 
by  the  said  supposed  will  she  the  said  Agnes  was  to  haue  and  the 
said  Henry  Gregorie  having  so  combined  with  the  said  Joane  and 
Thomasine  and  agreed  with  the  said  Agnes  shortly  after  offered  to 
lett  the  said  Messuage  and  lands  in  farme  to  yo'  said  Orato'  Thomas 
Meriam  who  not  knowing  of  the  truth  and  state  of  this  business  but 
the  same  being  kept  close  &  caryed  secretly  &  fraudulently  from  the 
knowledg  of  him  &  the  said  Henry  Meriam  your  Lordshipf  said 
Orators  your  said  Orator  Thomas  Meriam  tooke  the  said  Messuage 
&  landf  in  farme  att  will  of  the  said  Henry  Gregory  at  the  yearly 
rent  of  eight  &  twenty  poundf  &  did  use  &  occupy  the  same  & 
because  that  in  the  time  of  his  occupacofl  thereof  he  was  informed  & 
did  well  understand  that  the  said  p'tended  will  made  by  the  said  Ware 
was  as  aforesaid  contrary  to  the  meaning  of  his  said  father  &  by  him 
revoked  &  that  his  said  ffather  would  haue  cancelled  the  same  if  hee 
could  haue  come  into  it  hee  your  Lordshipf  said  Orator  Thomas 
Meriam  forebare  to  pay  his  rent  to  the  said  Henrj'  Gregory  h  thir 
uppon  hee  the  said  Gregory  brought  an  accofl  of  debt  at  the  comofi 
law  against  your  Orator  Thomas  Meriam  &  theruppon  an  issue  being 
ioyned  whether  Gregory  did  disseise  your  said  Orator  w'''  was  im- 
projjly  ioyned  because  hee  the  said  Gregory  defended  himselfe  under 
the  title  of  the  said  Joane  &  Thomasyne  Meryam  &  because  your 
Orator  Thomas  Meriam  had  not  then  jSsent  divers  of  his  witnesses 
w'''  could  &  would  haue  pved  the  foresaid  revocacofl  the  said  issue 
passed  against  your  said  Orator  Thomas  Meryam  &  the  said  Henry 
Gregory  doth  endeavour  to  gett  iudgment  against  your  said  orator 
Thomas  Meriam  for  the  said  eight  and  twentetfi  poundf  &  for  costf 
&  damages  wheras  in  truth  the  said  will  was  revoked  and  noe  pte  of 
the  pmisses  doth  in  righte  belonge  or  apgteyne  unto  the  said  Henry 
Gregory  nor  his  wife  &  wheras  your  said  orator  Thomas  Meriam  not 
knoweing  of  the  said  revocacofl  dyd  by  the  appointment  &  direftion  of 
the  said  Henry  Gregory  pay  of  the  said  rent  of  eight  and  twenty 
poundf  the  some  of  eight  poundf  pcell  of  the  said  rent  of  28''  unto 
the  said  Agnes  Meriam  the  widow  of  the  said  Richard  and  Mother 
of  your  said  Oratorf  &  also  by  the  like  assignement  &  appointment 
of  the  said  Henry  Gregory  your  said  orator  'I'homas  Meriam  did  pay 
of  the  said  28''  the  sum  of  flue  poundf  more  unto  one  Thomas  Weekes 
w'*'  in  all  doth  come  unto  thirteene  poundf  w'h  ought  to  be  abated 
and  deduced  out  of  the  said  eight  &  twentie  poundf  if  the  said  28'' 
weare  in  right  due  and  payable  unto  the  said  Henry  Gregory  as  the 
same  is  not  In  tender  consideracofJ  of  all  w'''  the  p'misses  &  forasmuch 
as  your  said  Oratorf  doe  not  know  the  certein  dates  number  or  con- 
tent^ of  the  said  deedf  charters  escriptf  &  writing^  neither  are  they 
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in  any  bagg  boxe  deske  trunke  or  Chest  Locked  or  Sealed  May  it 
please  your  good  Lordship  to  graunt  unto  your  said  Orators  his 
Maties  most  gracious  writt  of  subpena  unto  the  said  Henry  Gregory 
&  Joane  his  wife  to  be  directed  therby  streightlj-  charging  &  cofiiand- 
ing  them  at  a  certein  day  &  under  a  certein  payne  thirin  to  be  con- 
teyned  jisonally  to  bee  &  appeare  before  your  good  Lordship  in  his 
Maties  High  Court  of  Chancery  then  &  ther  to  answer  unto  the 
pmisses  &  further  that  the  said  Henry  Gregory  may  sett  forth  uppon 
his  Oath  whether  hee  did  not  appoint  &  assigne  your  said  Orator 
Thomas  Meriam  to  pay  the  said  eight  poundf  to  the  said  Agnes 
Meriam  &  the  said  fine  poundf  to  the  said  Thomas  Weekes  out  of 
the  said  rent  of  28''  &  whether  your  said  Orator  Thomas  Meriam  did 
not  accordingly  pey  the  same  And  further  to  stand  unto  c5c  obey  such 
further  order  and  direcoi?  in  the  premisses  as  to  your  good  Lo'p  shall 
seeme  to  be  agreable  to  equity  and  Justice  And  your  said  Orator 
shall  &c  alwaies  pray  for  the  long  and  happie  estate  of  yo'  good  Lop  Sec. 
[No  "  Answer  "  is  filed  at  this  reference.] 

MERRYAM    v.    LOWDWELL.^ 

1 63 1  Feb.  13.  Bill  of  Complaint  of  Alexander  Meryam  of  St. 
Olave's  Southwark,  co.  Surrey,  freemason.  That  whereas  Alexander 
Meryam,  late  of  Maydstone,  co.  Kent,  yeoman,  deceased,  your  orator's 
godfather,  was  sei::ed  of  divers  messuages,  etc.,  in  Maydstone,  in  the 
occupation  of  John  Byne  the  tenant  thereof  for  years,  of  the  yearly 
value  of  ^9  io/%  and  so  being  seized  the  said  Alexander  on  the  17* 
August  in  the  sixth  year  of  his  now  Majesty's  reign  made  his  will^ 
whereby  he  did  give  all  his  lands  in  Kent  (he  having  none  elsewhere 
to  your  said  orator's  present  knowledge)  to  your  said  orator  and  his 
heirs  for  ever,  charged  with  the  paj'ment  unto  Alexander,  Thomas, 
Anne,  Margrett,  and  Joane  Ridgvvay,  the  natural  children  of  Joane 
Ridgeway  then  a  widow  and  neece  unto  the  said  testator,  of  ^^4  per 
annum  by  equal  portions  until  they  were  24,  and  then  to  pay  them 
^50  each.  That  afterwards,  on  the  lo"'  December,  6  Charles  L 
[1630],  the  said  testator  died  at  Maydstone  aforesaid  After  whose 
death  your  orator  did  fully  intend  to  pay  the  said  legacies,  the  said 
children  being  all  under  2i,  and  all  of  them  but  the  said  Joane  who 
is  since  dead,  are  still  infants.  That  John  Lowdwell  of  Maydstone 
aforesaid,  mason,  having  intermarried  with  Margarett  Merryam  who 
was  and  is  the  next  heir  at  Comon  Law  unto  the  said  devisor,  did 
maliciously  and  unconscionably  intend  to  worke  some  meanes  to  defraud 
and  deceive  your  orator  of  the  said  premises  and  did  praSyse  and 
combyne  with  the  said  Joane,  now  the  wife  of  John  Gouldsmyth  of 
Maydstone,  husbandman,  who  was  formerly  the  said  Joane  Ridgway 
and  the  mother  named  in  the  said  will     And  the  better  to  effeS  his 
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purpose  did  earnestly  perswade  the  said  Joane  Goldsmyth,  who  then 
had  the  custody  and  tuicon  of  the  said  infants  to  keepe  them  concealed 
and  from  the  vewe  or  speech  of  your  said  orator  to  the  end  the  condicon  in 
the  will  menconed  should  bee  broken  and  that  the  said  Lowdwell  might 
himselfe  in  right  of  his  said  wife  make  entry  on  the  said  premises  by 
reason  of  nonperformance  of  the  condicons  of  the  said  will,  &c. 

The  joynt  and  severall  Answers  of  John  Lowdwell  and  Margaret 
his  wife,  John  Byne  and  Alexander  Ridgeway,  four  of  the  defend- 
ants, follows. 

BRIDGE   "u.    MERRIAM.i     [Abstraa.) 

1639  July  2.  Robert  Bridge  of  the  city  of  Westminster,  barber,  and 
George  Bridge  of  Sandwich,  co.  Kent,  glover,  complain  that  whereas 
Thomas  Bridge  late  of  Westminster,  woodranger,  deceased,  being 
seized  in  gavellkind  of  premisses  in  Midleton  als.  Milton,  co.  Kent, 
and  also  of  a  messuage  in  Mercerie  Lane  in  the  city  of  Canterbury  he 
the  said  Thomas  made  his  will  16  July  1625  and  after  leaving 
several  legacies  devised  and  bequeathed  the  whole  of  his  estate  to 
Margaret  Bridge  his  wife,  who  not  long  after  his  death  entered  into 
the  said  premises  in  Milton  and  Canterbury,  which  last  she  held  b}- 
sufferance  of  your  said  orators.  That  after  the  death  of  the  said 
Thomas  Bridge  the  said  premises  descended  and  came  to  Joseph 
Bridge,  Christopher  Bridge  and  Austin  Bridge,  brothers  and  heirs 
of  the  said  Thomas  Bridge,  by  reason  the  premises  were  held  in 
gavelkind.  That  the  said  Christopher  died  without  heirs  of  his  body 
after  whose  death  the  premises  descended  and  came  to  the  said  Austin 
Bridge  and  unto  your  orators  as  heirs  to  the  said  Christopher  Bridge, 
the  said  Joseph  Bridge  being  formerly  dead  having  issue  your  orator 
Robert  Bridge  And  the  said  Austin  Bridge  died  likewise  seized  of 
the  said  messuage  having  issue  your  orator  George  Bridge  his  son  and 
heir.  Now  soe  it  is  Margaret  Bridge  aforesaid  pretending  to  have 
some  estate  of  the  said  premises  entered  into  possession  of  the  same 
and  after  her  decease  one  Joane  Merriam  of  the  city  of  Canterbury, 
widow,  entered  and  doth  now  possess  the  same. 

The  Answer  of  Joane  Merriam. 

I  OS.,  15  Car.  L,  [1639].  The  defendant  saith  that  the  said 
Margaret  Bridge  by  her  will  dated  5  Jan.  1630,  did  devise  all  the  said 
premises  to  her  son-in-law  John  Meryam  and  his  heirs  in  fee  simple 
and  appointed  him  sole  executor.  That  the  said  John  proved  the 
said  will  and  shortly  after  died  leaving  John  Meryam,  Edward 
Meryam,  and  Nicholas  Meryam,  his  sons  and  coheirs  in  gavelkind. 
That  the  defendant  as  executrix  of  the  will "  of  the  said  John  delivered 

'  B.  &  A.,  Charles  I.  ^  See  page  28. 


72  Chancery  Proceedings. 

the  writings   relating    to  the  said    premises   to   John    Meryam    the 
younger  and  his  brothers,  &c. 

JEFFERY   V.    MERIAM.^    {AbstraSi.) 

1647,  June — Thomas  Jeffery  of  Chittingley,  co.  Sussex,  Esq.,  and 
Anthony  Fowle  of  Graies  Inne  co.  Middlesex,  Esq.,  complain  that  the 
said  Jeffery  about  22  June  in  the  14"'  year  of  our  now  King  Charles 
borrowed  of  Henry  Meriam  the  elder  of  Cranbrooke,  co.  Kent,  clothier, 
the  sum  of  ^510,  &c. 

The  Answer  of  Henry  Meriam  the  elder  and  Henry  Meriam  the 
younger  and  Anthony  Merry,  defendants  to  the  Bill  of  Thomas  Jeffery 
and  Anthony  Fowle  Esq.,  complainants.     Dated  30  June  1647. 

WANKFORD   v.    MERYAM.  ^    {AbstraB.) 

1661.  May  28.     Robert  Wankford  y' yonger  late  of  Notley  and  now 
of  Toppesfield,  co.  Essex,  gent.,  complains  that  about  July  1657  he 
was  in  treaty  with  one  Thomas  Merryam  of  Maidstone  co.  Kent, 
gent.,  concerning  your  orator's  buying  two  loads  of  hops,  &c. 
Reply  of  Thomas  Merryam,  dated  29  May  1661. 

COLLETT   V.    MERRIAM.  3    {AbstraB.) 

1685.  June  3.  Thomas  Collett  of  Maidstone,  co.  Kent,  gentleman, 
complains  that  Thomas  Merriam  of  the  same  place,  gentleman,  being 
on  23  Dec.  1673  possessed  of  two  messuages  in  Maidstone  and  a 
butcher's  shop  at  the  lower  end  of  the  shambles  in  the  occupation  of 
Edward  Hope,  by  virtue  of  a  lease  for  a  long  term  of  years  yet  to 
come,  he  the  said  Merriam  by  a  writing  under  his  hand  of  the  said  date 
did  demise  to  Collett  the  said  shop  for  20  years.  That  Merriam  now 
denies  the  said  lease  or  demise,  .Sec. 

TRAY   V.    MERRIAM.^    {Abstradi,) 

1688.  Dec.  4.  Richard  Tray,  son  and  heir  of  Richard  Tray  late  of 
Bredhurst,  co.  Kent,  gent.,  deceased,  an  infant,  by  Thomas  Haymes, 
clerk,  his  next  friend  and  guardian  of  Elizabeth  Tray  and  Anne  Tray 
the  daughters  of  the  said  Richard,  deceased,  also  under  21,  allege  that 
Richard  Tray  your  orator  and  oratrices  late  father  did  borrow  of  one 
John  Bowyer  late  of  Chatham  ;^50,  and  for  security  thereof  became 
bound  with  one  Thomas  Meriam  of  Maidstone,  gent.,  &c. 
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MERRIAM   V.   MERRIAM.i    {AbstraB.) 

1699.  Feb.  5.  John  Merriam  of  Horsmonden,  co.  Kent,  yeoman, 
alleges  that  Thomas  Merriam  of  Cranbrooke,  yeoman,  and  William 
Merriam  of  Tenterden,  yeoman,  your  orator's  brothers  were  seized  in 
1672  as  tenants  in  common  of  several  lands  in  Brenchley  in  the  occu- 
pation of  one  Robert  Love  and  the  said  Thomas  Merriam  desiring  a 
further  part  for  peace  and  quietness  sake  consented  to  the  same,  &c. 
The  Reply  of  Thomas  Merriam  of  Cranbrook  states  that  by  Indenture 
of  28  March  1672  between  y°  comp'.  and  said  William  Merriam  by 
the  names  of  John  Merriam  of  Horsmonden,  taylor,  William  Merriam 
then  or  late  of  Horsmonden  aforesaid,  two  of  the  sons  of  Thomas 
Merriam  late  of  Horsmonden,  taylor,  deceased,  of  the  one  part  and 
the  said  defendants  of  the  other  part,  &c. 

Merriam  v.  Merriam  (Collins  447)  contains  nothing  additional; 
it  refers  to  the  same  matters. 

'  B.  and  A.,  "before  1714,"  Collins  96. 


iaari0l)  iaegtsters  anti  £garrtage 

Goudhurst  Parish  Register,  compared  with  the 
Bishop's  Transcripts  of  the  same,  at  Canterbury, 
which  begin  in  1560. 

Baptisms,  1558  to  1615. 

1560  Sep.  I.     Richard  son  of  John  Meriam. 

1561  Nov.  16.    John  son  of  WylHam  Meriam. 

1 561-2  Feb.  22.     George  son  of  Thomas  Meriam. 
1 561-2  Mar.    16.     Thomas  &  Wylliam  sons  of  Richard  Meriam 
basse  borne. 

1 562  OS.  4.     Anne  doughter  of  John  Meriam. 
1563-4  Jan.  30.     Thomas  son  of  Thomas  Meriam. 

1564  May  II.     Wylliam  &  Joane  children  of  Wylliam  Meriam. 

1564  Dec.  28.    Joane  doughter  of  John  Meriam. 
1564-5  Jan.  12.     John  son  of  Thomas  Meriam. 

1565  Dec.  16.     John  son  of  John  Meriam. 
1565-6  Jan.  6.     William  son  of  Thomas  Meriam. 
1566-7  Jan.  5.     William  son  of  John  Meriam. 

1568-9  Feb.  8.    Joane  &  Joane  doughters  of  John  Meriam. 
1569-70  Jan.  15.     John  son  of  Thomas  Meriam. 

1570  Dec.  17.     Alse  doughter  of  John  Meriam. 

1 57 1  Apr.  29.     John  son  of  John  Meriam. 

I  571    Nov.  20  [25  in  Trs.].     Elizabeth  doughter  of  George  Meriam. 
1571-2  Feb.  20  [17  in  Trs.].    Marie  doughter  of  Thomas  Meriam. 

1577  Mar.  25  [24  in  Trs.].     Richard  son  of  Thomas  Meriam. 
1577-8  Mar.  23.     Alexander  son  of  Thomas  Meriam. 

1578  Jul}'  6.     Denis  doughter  of  George  Meriam. 

1580  Aug.  26.     Elizabeth  doughter  of  Richard  Meriam. 

1 58 1  May  14.     John  son  of  Thomas  Meriam. 

1 58 1  July  16.      William  son  of  William  Meriam. 

1582  June  24.      Henrie  son  of  Richard  Meriam. 

1583  Ap.  7.     Elizabeth  doughter  of  Meriam  [sic]. 

1584  Aug.  30.     Annis  doughter  of  Richard  Meriam. 
1589  June  16.    John  son  of  Henrie  Meriam. 

1592  Aug.  13  [20  in  Trs.].    Joane  doughter  of  Henrie  Meriam. 
1598  June  II.     Selvister  doughter  of  Robert  Chisman. 

1601  Aug.  16.     Nicholas  son  of  William  Meriam. 

1602  Aug.  25.     Thomas  son  of  Stephen  Meriam. 
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1603  Sep.  18.  Elizabeth  doughter  of  Stephen  Meriam. 

1605  Mar.  31.  Stephen  son  of  Stephen  Meriam. 

1606  Nov.  30.  Sara  doughter  of  Stephen  Meriam. 
i6o8  Aug.  14.  Richard  sonne  of  Stephen  Meriam. 
1609  July  23.  Wyllfii  Sonne  of  Stephen  Meriam. 
161 1  July  — .  Annes,  daughter  of  Stephen  Meriam. 

1613  March  6.    John  sonne  of  Stephen  Meriam. 

1615  June  18.     Elizabeth  daughter  of  Thomas  Meriam. 

Marriages,  1558  to  1648. 

1560  OS.  13.  [14  in  Trs.]     WylHam  Meriam  to  Alse  Apse. 

1568  Nov.  14.     Edward  Tomson  to  Joane  Meriam. 

1 57 1   OS.  15.     William  Meriam  to  Joane  Beall. 

1575  Aug.  7.     John  Startopp  to  Kathern  Meriam. 

1580  [158 1  in  Trs.]  June  5.      Richard  Meriam  to  Joane  Papworth. 

1580  [1581  inTrs.]  July  25.     Thomas  Buckhurst  to  Peace  Meriam 

1584  Sep.  27.     Henrie  Meriam  to  ffaythe  Mason. 

1592-3  Feb.  10.     John  Meritt  to  Elizabeth  Meriam. 

1592-3  Feb.  20.     William  Meriam  to  Rachell  Weeksell. 

1594  Aug.  12.     Wylliam  Meriam  to  Margarett  Bynde. 

1595  July  28.     Mathew  Hosher  to  Eve  Meriam  wydowe. 

1596  Nov.   29  [19  in  Trs.].     Thomas  Crafte  to  Rachell   Meriam 

wydowe. 

1597  Aug.  15.     Roberte  Chisman  to  Annes  Meriam. 

1614  July  24.     Thomas  Meriam  to  Sara  Hartenden. 
1614  0£t.  17.     Jeames  Evans  to  Sara  Meriam. 

Burials,  1558  to  1609. 

1559  Aug.  8.     Elizabeth  doughter  of  John  Meriam. 

1560  June  20.     Annes  wife  of  William  Meriam. 

1560  July  18.     A  mayde  of  Wylliam  Meriam. 

1 561  Apr.  22.     Annes  doughter  of  John  Meriam. 

1564  May  14.    Joane  [John  in  Trs.]  doughter  of  Wylliam  Meriam. 

1564  Dec.  29.     Joan  doughter  of  John  Meriam. 

1564-5  Jan.  13.    John  son  of  Thomas  Meriam. 

1565-^  Jan.  I.    John  Meriam. 

1565-6  Jan.  28.     Wylliam  Meriam,  housholder. 

1568-9  '   Feb.  8.    Joan  doughter  of  John  Meriam. 

1571"  Aug.  15.  [14  in  Trs.]     Wydowe  Meriam. 

'  There  is  no  entry  of  the  burial  of  Henry  Meriam,  which  according  to  the 
Archdeaconry  Transcript  at  Canterbury,  took  place  at  Goudhurst,  22  Sep.,  1566  ; 
but  the  original  register  contains  no  burial  entries  at  all  for  Sep.,  1566. 

"  1571  Sep.  20.  Probate  of  the  will  of  Elline  Meryam  of  Goodherste,  de- 
ceased, and  Comission  to  the  Vicar  of  Cranbroke,  to  swear  the  witnesses. — AiSl 
Book,  Arch.  Cant.,  17/2.     See  page  38. 
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1573  ^^3y  4.    John  Meriam,  hosolder. 

1577  Mar.  25.    John  son  of  Thomas  Meriam. 

1577  Mar.  26.     Richard  son  of  Thomas  Meriam. 

1578  Apr.  15.     Alexander  son  of  Thomas  Meriam. 
[1579  Sep.  21.     John  Meriam,  Bp's.  Transcript] 

1579  Sep.  21.     Two  children  of  Thomas  Meriam. 

1 580, Aug.   6.   [26  in   Trans.].     Wydowe    [Elisabeth    in    Trans.] 
Meriam,  housolder. 

1583  June  II.     Thomas  Beall,  houseolder. 

1584  Aug.  30.    John  son  of  Wylliam  Meriam. 

1585  May  26.     The  Lame  sonne  of  Thomas  Meriam.     [Thomas 

Meriam  in  the  Transcript.] 

1592  03..  16.      [0(3.  18,  and  she  is  called  Jone  in  Trs.].     The  wyf 

of  William  Meriam. 
1592-3  Feb.  23.     The  wyf  of  Henrie  Meriam. 

1593  J'*"^  6  [13  in  Trs.].     Joane  doughter  of  Henrie  Meriam. 

1594  May  19.     George  Meriam,  housolder. 
1596  Sep.  23.      Wylliam  Meriam,  housolder. 
1596  OS.  20.      Robert  sonne  of  Henrie  Meriam. 

1604  May  17.     Elizabeth  doughter  of  Stephen  Meriam. 


Horsmonden  Parish  Registers,  from  their  beginning, 
in  1558,  to  1617. 

Baptisms. 

1576  May  20.    John  Merryham,  sonn  of  Richarde. 

1577  Feb.  9.     Stephan  Merryham,  sonne  of  Richarde. 
1580  May  3.     William  Merryham,  sonne  of  Richarde. 
1582  Nov.  4.     Margeret  Merryham,  daughter  of  Richarde. 
1584  Nov.  15.     Thomas  Merryha,  sonne  of  Richarde. 
1587  April  9.     Alice  Merryham,  daughter  of  Richarde. 
1589  April  13.     Elizabethe  Merryham,  daughter  of  Richarde. 
[1590  The  names  Merryall  and  Merrye  occur  frequently.] 
1595  July  29.     Henry  Merryha,  sonne  of  Richarde  Merryham. 

1607  OS.  23.     Joane  Merryham,  daughter  of  Hennery  Merryham. 

1608  Feb.  19.     Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Henry  Merryham. 
161 1    Feb.  9.     Richarde  Merryham,  son  of  Harry. 

1616  March  2.     John  Merryham,  sonn  of  Thomas. 

Marriages. 

1563  Dec.  6.     Willia  Hickemote  and  Marye  Merryham. 
1574  Nov.  27.     Richarde  Merryham  and  Agnes  Were. 
1607  July  22.     Henry  Merryham  and  Joane  Wattes. 
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Burials. 

1558  Nov.  24.     Stephen  Merryham. 

1559  April  24.     Agnes  Were,  wydowe. 
1559  Dec.  13.     Phillipp  Merryham. 

1563  Sept.  13.     Catherine  Merryham. 

1576  July  31.     John  Merryham,  sone  of  Richarde. 
1607  Nov.  8.     Joan  Merryham,  daughter  of  Henrye. 

1610  Aug.  29.     Richarde  Meryham. 

161 1  Nov   12.     Stephan  Merryham. 

1 61 6-7  March  2.     Elizabeth  Merryham,  wife  of  Thomas.  • 

Boughton  Monchelsea  Parish  Register.  Transcript. 
1560  to  1626. 

1 56 1   May  12.     Benet  Meriham  bap"*. 

1564  July  12.     John  Meriham  &  Margaret  Payne  married. 
1564  Harry  Meriham,  Sidesman. 

1567  8   Feb.  25.     Richard  Reader  &  Margaret  Meriham  married. 
1573  -^P'  ^^-     Harrie  Meriham,  householder,  buried. 
1575   May  17.    Margaret  Meryhamy' Daughter  of  George  Meryham 
baptised. 

1577  June  30.     Alice  daughter  of  George  Meriham  bapt''. 
1579  80  Feb.  9.     Richard  Cooper  &  Annis  Meriham  marr'^. 
1582  May  24.     John  Robbeason  &  Margaret  Meriam  marr'^. 
1586  7  Mar.  17.     John  Meriam  son  of  Henry  Meriam  bur''. 
1589  Ap.  12.     Josias  Everden  &  Mildred  Meria  marr'. 
ijgi  Feb.  10.     Thomas  Hasselden  &  Rennet  Meriam  marr'. 
1596  7  June  19.     William  son  of  George  Merria  baptised. 
1614  Nov.  28.     Tho".  Hooker  &  Margery  Meriam  married. 
1626  Sep.  II.     William  Meriam  buried. 

Frittenden  Parish  Register  Transcript. 
1613  4  Mar.  24.     William  Merryam  &  Margaret  Walchin  married. 

Bearsted  Parish  Register  Transcript. 

1609/10  Feb.  26.     Thomas  Meriam  &  Joyce  Bull  by  licence  from 
the  Commioner  of  Faculties,  were  married. 

HolHngborne  Parish  Register  Transcript. 
1622  July  8.     Henry  Merryham  &  Judith  Watts  married. 
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Yalding  Parish  Registers. 
1587-1636. 
Baptisms. 

1595  Dec.  18.    John  Mirriam,  Sonne  of  Henry. 

1620  Dec.  3.     Richd  Mirriam,  sonne  of  John. 

1622  Dec.  15.     Henry  Myrria,  sonne  of  John. 

1626  Aug.  13.     Thomas  Mirria  sonne  of  John. 

1628  Aug.  21.     Thomas  Miriam,  ye  sone  of  Thomas. 

1628  Sept.  28.     Margarett  Miriam,  daughter  of  John. 

1630  March  27.     Thomas  Miriam,  son  of  John. 

1 630- 1  Jan.  I.     Thomas  Miriam  [?  son  of]  Thomas. 

1634.  Sept  5.     Thomas  Miriam,  sone  of  Thomas. 

[1634-5  March  23.     Absolom  Salmon  and  John  Miria   named    as 

churchwardens.] 
1635-6.     Feb.  24.     Susanna  Mirria,  daughter  of  John. 

Cranbrook  Parish  Registers. 

1601  Julie  20,    Stevan  Merriam  and  Dorothy  Collier  married. 
1604  Sept.  9.    John  Stone  and  Dessms  Merryd  [j/V]  married. 

Maidstone  Parish  Registers,  1542- 1620. 
(Marriages  only). 

1553  July  16.  Thomas  meryam  &  Cristyne  thatcher  married. 

1568  Nov.  28.  Thomas  Meriall  &  Joane  Cruxe  married. 

1608  May  16.  John  Lowdwell  &  Margaret  Meryam  married. 

1 61 1  0(3.  29.  Alexander  Meryam  &  Martha  Harvye  married. 

Canterbury  Cathedral.      Marriage  Register. 

1785  June  28.     Thomas  Miriams  of  the  DistriS  of  Acol  in  Birching- 
ton  &  Susanna  Justice  of  the  Archbishop's  Palace  by  Banns. 

St.  Alphage,  Canterbury,  Parish  Register. 

1657  July  7.     Buried,   Peter  Va  Lues  the  son  in  lawe  to  Larance 
Meram. 

St.  Mary  Magdalene,  Canterbury,  Parish  Registers. 

1599  Feb.  4.     Married.    John  Merryam  &  Joane  Joanes. 
1615  6  Mar.  10.     Bapf*.    Marye  Meryam  dau.  of  Edward. 
1619  OS.  4.      Buried.    Mary  Meryame  dau.  of  Edward. 
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1620  Ap.  9.     Bapt".  Mildred  Meryame  dau.  of  Edward. 

1622  Aug.  25.     Bapt"*.  Thomas  Meryum  son  of  Edward  Merivm. 

1679  Off.  27.     Buried.  The  widdow  Merriam  in  y'  Chappleyard. 

St.  George's,  Canterbury,  Parish  Registers. 

1 61 3  Ap.  6.     Married — Edward  Mirriam  &  Elizabeth  Fittey  {sic). 
1635  May  10.     Bap"*.  Richard  the  son  of  George  Simpson  &  Joane 

Miriam  his  wife. 
1637  Sep.  10.    Bap"*.  Katherine  the  dau.  of  George  Simpson  &  Joane 

Mirriam  his  wife. 
1639  Feb.  14.     Bap*^.  George  the  son  of  George  Simpson  &  Johan 

Meriam  his  wife. 
1650  Nov.  17.     Married — Richard  Marable  &  Mildred  Miria. 

St.  Peter's,  Canterbury,  Parish  Register. 

1646  Sep.  29.     Married,  Robert  Marrian  of  Cranbrooke&  Katherine 

Baldockof  Hothfield. 

St.  Dionis  Backchurch,  London,  Parish  Register. 

1647  May  25.     John  Hill  &  Elizabeth  Meriam,  married. 

Lewes  (All  Saints)  co.  Sussex,  Parish  Register. 

1587  OS.  8.     Richard  Myriam  and  Elizabeth were  maryed  y' 

viij*of  Oaob.  1587. 

Cliffe,  near  Lewes,  co.  Sussex,  Parish  Registers. 

1606  Nov.  14.     Paul  Myriam  buried. 

1610  May  10.  William  Myriam  and  Joane  Abbet  [married]. 
1609  [sic]  Jan.  19.  Joane,  wife  of  William  Merryam  buried. 
1652  March  11.     William  Merriam  was  buried. 

Marriage  Licences  at  Canterbury. 

1584  July  18.  James  Meryam,  of  Maidstone,  mercer,  &  Ann  Hen- 
man,  of  Lenham,  virgin — to  marry  at  Canterbury. 

1 592  Oa.  3 1 .  William  Merriham,  of  Minster,  in  the  Isle  of  Thanet, 
yeoman,  &  Ursula  Smyth,  of  Northbourne,  virgin. 

1592/3  Feb.  15.  William  Merriham,  of  Goudhurst, husbandman,  & 
Rachel  Wickin,  of  the  same  parish,  virgin. 
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1593/4  Feb.  26.     Jonas  Baker,  of  Preston  near  Faversham,  yeoman, 

&  Ann  Meriham,  of  Lenham,  widow. 
1586/7  Feb.  20.     Henr}'  West,  of  Maidstone,  &  Susanna  Meriham, 

of  Lenham,  virgin, — At  Canterbury. 
1 599/1600   Feb.  2.    John   Meryam,  of  the   parish  of  S'.  Andrew 

Canterbury,  &  Joan  Jones  of  S'.  Mary  Magdalene  Canterbury. 

At  S'.  Mary  Magdalene. 
1609  O^-  9-     William  Merryham,  of  Marden,  blacksmith,  &  Agnes 

Taj'lor  of  Harrietsham,  widow — ^At  Broomfield.    Tho'*  Risby 

of  Brenchley  scythesmith  a  bondsman. 
1 61 3  Ap.  5.     Edward  Merriam,  of  S'  Andrew,  Canterbury,  shoe- 
maker, &  Elizabeth  Titty,  of  S'  Georges  Canterbury,  virgin, 

At  S'  Georges  aforesaid. 
1 61 3   Ap.    12.     William   Meriam,  of  Minster,  merchant,  &  Joan 

Blocke  of  the  same  parish  widow.      At  Minster. 

1 61 3  Dec.   I.    John   Meriam  of  Ash   &   Margaret  Goulder   alias 

Gouldup,  of  the  same  parish,  virgin,  At  Ash. 

1614  July  23.     Nicholas  Consant  of  Mmster  in  the  Isle  of  Thanet, 

yeoman  &  Elizabeth  Merryam  of  Ash  widow.  At  Wood- 
nesborough  or  Monkton. 

1614  Nov.  23.  Thomas  Hooker,  of  Boughton-Malherbe,  clothier, 
&  Margery  Meriham  of  Boughton  Monchelsea  virgin.  At 
(i/c). 

1619/20  Feb.  25.  John  Merryam,  of  Yalden,  husbandman,  bach% 
ab'  24,  &  Joan  Symons  of  Marden,  maiden,  ab'  25,  whose 
mother — Symons  now  living  at  Horsmonden  consents — At 
Marden. 

1619/20  Mar.  II.  Henry  Merryham,  of  Harrietsham,  kersey- 
maker,  wid'',  upwards  of  24,  &  Elizabeth  Wattes,  of  the 
same  parish,  maiden,  ab'  18,  daugh'  of  William  Wattes  of  the 
same,  who  consents.      At  Harrietsham. 

1 620/ 1  Jan.  13.  John  Merryman  of  Harrietsham,  Ripper,  wid"^,  ab' 
33,  &  Agnes  Merriam  of  the  same  parish  widow,  ab'  45, 
reliS  of  William  Merriam,  late  of  the  same  parish,  blacksmith, 
deceased  about  5  years  since.     At  same. 

1625.  Aug.  18.  Thomas  Harvey  of  St  Clements  in  Middlesex 
gen',  bach%  ab'  54  &  Alice  Dabb,  of  Boughton  Monchelsea, 
widow,  ab'  38,  relifi  of  Thomas  Dabbs  of  St.  Giles  in  the 
Fields  CO  Middlesex  gent,  deceased.  At  S'  Peter's,  Canter- 
bury. William  Merriam,  of  Boughton  Monchelsea,  clothier, 
a  bondsman. 

1628/9.  J^n.  14.  John  Salter,  of  St  Georges,  Canterbury,  copemaker, 
bach'',  26,  and  upwards,  &  Ann  Pising  of  S'  Paul's,  Canti' 
virgin,  ab'  22,  dau.  of  Luke  Pising  deceased  &  of  Elizabeth 
Pising  alias  Merriham,  who  consents.  At  S'  Georges,  Canter- 
bury. 

1628/9.  Feb.    7.     Thomas   Tresser,    of  S'    Andrews,    Canterbury, 
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woollen  draper,  bach',  ab'  25  &  Ann  Meryham  of  same 
parish,  virgin,  ab'  20,  dau.  of  John  Meryham,  of  same  parish, 
mercer,  who  consents.     At  same.' 

1632.  May   7.      George  Sympson,   of  S'  Margaret's,   Canterbury, 

tailor,  bach'^  ab'  24,  &  Joan  Merriam  of  Harrietsham,  virgin, 
ab'  21,  who  has  the  consent  of  her  mother  as  is  testified  by 
John  Sympson  of  S"^  Margaret's  Canterbury,  grocer.  At 
Harrietsham. 

1633.  June  20.     Thomas  Merriam,  of  Staplehurst,  carpenter,  bach', 

ab'  30,  &  Agnes  Hamon  of  Marden,  virgin,  ab'  20,  dau.  of 
Margaret  Hamon  alias  French  of  same  parish,  who  consents. 
At  Staplehurst.  Stephen  Merriam,  of  Staplehurst,  carpenter, 
&  Edward  Merriam  of  Canterbury,  cordwainer,  bondsmen. 

1634.  Aug.  ig.  Thomas  Merryham,  of  Marden,  carpenter,  wid''  & 
Joan  Merryham,  of  same  parish,  virgin,  ab'  27,  dau.  of  George 
Merryham  of  same  parish,  who  consents.  At  S'  Margarets 
Canterbury.  Stephen  Merryham  of  Marden,  carpenter,  a 
bondsman. 

1635  May  5.  Nicholas  Somes  &  Alice  Humphry  of  Sandwich, 
spinster,  ab'  30  who  alledgeth  that  with  her  mother's  consent 
she  intendeth  to  marry  with  Nicholas  Somes,  of  same  parish, 
gardener,  bach'  ab'  37,  who  is  now  detained  in  prison  so  that 
he  cannot  come  in  person  to  crave  his  licence.  At  S'  Peter  in 
Sandwich.  Thomas  Humphry  innholder,  &  Henry  Merriam 
of  Sandwich,  kersey-maker,  bondsmen. 

1639/40  Mar.  3.  Thomas  Archer,  late  of  Brenchley,  diocese  of 
Rochester,  but  now  of  Staplehurst,  &  Agnes  Meriam  of 
Staplehurst.  At  Staplehurst.  Mr.  Browne,  Minister  of 
Staplehurst  certifies  that  the  banns  were  thrice  published 
between  the  said  parties  in  the  Church  of  Staplehurst  the  truth 
being  that  Archer  was  of  Brenchley,  but  since  May  last  he 
has  lived  in  Staplehurst. 

1640  Ap.  6.  George  Marrable  &  Elizabeth  Meriam  of  S'  Andrews 
Canterbury.     At  same. 

1 640/ 1  Jan.  16.  John  De  Le  Paine,  of  All  Saints,  Canterbury,  silk- 
weaver,  bach',  ab'  23,  whose  father  Peter  de  le  Paine  consents 
&  Hester  Merriam,  of  S'  Mary  Northgate,  Canterbury,  virgin, 
of  the  like  age,  whose  parents  are  deceased.  At  S'  Mary 
Northgate.  John  Meriam  alias  Merilon  of  S'  Alphage 
Canterbury  millwright  bondsman. 

1641,2  Jan.  5.  Nicolas  Johnson,  of  St.  George's  Canterbury,  tailor, 
bachelor,  ab'  22,  whose  father  Nicholas  Johnson  of  S' Andrews 
Canterbury,  Stationer,  consents  &  Thomasine  Merriam,  of  St. 
Georges',  Canterbury,  virgin,  ab'  27,  whose  parents  are  dead. 
At  Thanington. 

'  Cf.  with  will  of  Robert  Meriam,  page  62. 
M 
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1 64 1  June  19.     Michaia  Merriam,  of  S'  Andrews  Canterbury,  Chi- 

rurgeon,  bach"^,  ab'  27,  whose  mother  Joan  Merriam  consents 
&  Dorcas  Rayner  of  Barfreston,  virgin,  about  ig,  dau.  of 
Mary,  wife  of  Thomas  Thompson,  clerk,  ReSor  of  Barfreston 
who  also  consents.  At  Barfreston.  Tho*  Tresser  of  Canter- 
bury woollen  draper  &  John  Somner  of  Christ  Church,  Can- 
terbury taylor,  bondsmen. 

1642  0&.  20.     Avery  Giles  of  Challock  yeoman,  bach'',  ab'  26,  with 

his  father's  consent  &  Richardine  Freind  of  Northbourne, 
virgin,  ab'  23,  dau.  of  Ann  Freind  of  the  said  parish  widow 
who  also  consents.  At  Waldershare.  John  Merriam  of 
Canterbury  mercer  bondsman. 

1642  Sep.  29.  Robert  Marrian,  of  Cranbrook,  clothier,  bach%  20  & 
upw**'  son  of  Robert  Marrian  of  same  parish  who  consents,  as 
is  testified  by  Catherine  Baldocke  of  Charing  widow  & 
Catherine  Baldocke  of  Hothfield  virgin,  about  19,  daughter  of 
the  afores"*  Katherine  Baldocke  widow  who  also  consents.  At 
S^  Peters  Canterbury.  Richard  Stedman  of  Biddenden  tanner 
bondsman. 

1662  May  27.  Samuel  Sharpie  of  Cranbrook,  clothier,  a  bachelor, 
aged  27,  whose  parents  consent,  and  Mary  Merriam  of  Hors- 
monden,  virgin,  aged  24,  daughter  of  Mary  Merriam  of  the 
same  place,  widow,  who  also  consents  ;  to  marry  at  Marden 
or  Cranbrook. 

1665  April  18.  William  Bates  of  Cranbrook,  husbandman,  a 
bachelor,  aged  21  and  upwards,  and  Elizabeth  Merriam  late 
of  the  same  place,  widow  of  Richard  Merriam,  late  of  the 
same  place  ;  to  marry  at  Hedcombe  or  Frittenden.  John 
Nixon  of  Biddenden,  clothier,  and  John  Chandler,  of  the  same 
place,  yeoman,  bondsmen. 

1667/8  March  24.  Richard  Cumber  of  Worth,  husbandman,  a 
widower,  and  Catherine  Merriam  of  the  same  place,  widow  of 
Isiah  Merriam  late  of  the  same  place,  husbandman  ;  to  marry 
at  S'  Margaret's,  Canterbury.  William  Spaine  of  Ickham, 
maltman,  bondsman. 


1671  April  18.  Luke  Spenser  of  Northiam,  gent.,  and  Mary 
Merryam  of  Beckley,  spinster.  For  Westfield  church. 
Richard  Knight  of  Clive,  innholder,  bondsman.  (Marriage 
Licence,  Archdeaconry  of  Lewes,  Sussex). 


iStentisl)  ifeet  of  iFmes,  3Lap  t)Ub0iMes, 
iDollJBoohs,  anti  £gi0ceUanea, 

Kentish  Feet  of  Fines  [searched  from  April,  1 509,  to 
Michaelmas,  1642].  (Public  Record  Office, 
London.) 

The  records  known  as  Feet  of  Fines  almost  invariably  have  reference 
to  the  transfer  of  real  estate ^the  first  parties,  designated  plaintiffs, 
petentes^  or  querants,  being  the  buyers  ;  the  second  parties,  called  de- 
fendants, tenentes  or  deforciants,  the  sellers.  When  a  fine  was  levied 
the  praSice  was  to  engross  a  record  of  the  transaSion  in  triplicate, 
upon  a  single  sheet  of  parchment,  and  then  to  cut  the  sheet  into  three, 
handing  one  copy  to  the  buyer,  one  to  the  seller,  and  keeping  one, 
known  as  ihefoot,  in  the  custody  of  the  court. 

The  word  Fine  has  reference  to  the  faft  that  the  document  is  a 
record  of  the  "  finis  "  or  end  of  a  fiflitious  suit,  brought  by  the  buyer 
to  ejeS  the  seller  from  possession  of  the  estate  in  question.  The 
defendant,  always,  of  course,  let  judgment  go  against  him  by  default, 
and  so  the  "  feet  "  of  these  "  final  agreements,"  indisputable  evidences 
of  title,  were  filed  as  records  of  absolute  transfer  of  real  estate  from 
one  person  to  another.  The  Feet  of  Fines  beginning  in  the  reign  of 
Richard  I.  [A.D.  1195]  "cover  an  unbroken  period  of  over  six  cen- 
turies, and  have  no  parallel  in  the  records  of  any  other  country." — 
G.  F.  T.  S. 

A.D.  1614.  Easter  term,  11  James  I.  John  Stylman  and 
George  Wymble,  plaintiffs  v.  William  Myriam  and  Sara  his  wife. 
One  messuage,  three  stables,  one  garden,  one  orchard,  two  acres  of 
arable  land,  one  acre  of  meadow  and  one  acre  of  pasture  in  Sevenoaks, 
CO.  Kent. 

A.D.  1624.  Trinity  term,  22  James  I.  Thomas  Meryam, 
plaintiff,  v.  Henry  Gregory  and  Johanna  his  wife.  One  messuage, 
two  cottages,  two  water-mills,  three  barns,  one  garden,  one  orchard, 
fourteen  acres  of  arable  land,  six  acres  of  meadow,  and  ten  acres  of 
pasture  in  Horsmonden,  co.  Kent,  which  the  said  Henry  and  Johanna 
granted  to  the  said  Thomas  for  99  years,  he  the  said  Thomas  paying 
to  the  said  Henry  and  Johanna  during  the  whole  lifetime  of  Agnes 
Meryam,  mother  of  the  said  Thomas,  ;^io  per  annum,  at  the  house 
of  the  said  Henry  in  Hunton,  co.  Kent,  and  after  the  decease  of  her 
the  said  Agnes  Meryam,  to  pay  to  the  same  Henry  and  Johanna  ^15 
per  annum  during  the  whole  lifetime  of  her  the  said  Johanna. 
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A.D.  1638.  Easter  term,  14  Charles  I.  Anne  Towne,  widow, 
plaintiff,  v.  George  Mirriam  and  Susanna  his  wife.  Two  messuages, 
two  barns,  two  gardens,  two  orchards,  and  six  acres  of  land  in 
Tewdlej',  co.  Kent. 


A.D.  1676.  Trinity  term,  28  Charles  II.  John  Merriam, 
querant,  v.  Valentine  Ellis,  Thomas  Ashburnham  and  Catherine  his 
wife,  deforciants.  Lands  in  Pembury,  Tudeley,  and  Horsemonden, 
CO.  Kent.  {Miscellanea  Genealogica  et  Heraldica,  New  Series,  ii. 
208.) 


Kentish  Lay  Subsidy  Rolls. 

The  Lay  Subsid}-  Rolls  (Henry  III.  to  Wm.  &  Mary)  preserved 
at  the  Public  Record  Office,  London,  "  consist  of  the  Rolls  of  Ac- 
counts, Assessments,  Inquisitions,'^Certiflcates,  and  other  documents  re- 
lating to  the  assessing  and  coUeftion  of  the  Tallages,  Carucages, 
Scutages,  Aids,  Subsidies,  Loans,  Benevolences,  Contributions,  Reliefs, 
etc.,  granted  to  the  King  by  the  Laitj'  in  Parliamnet,  or  enjoj-ed  by 
him  in  virtue  of  the  Roj^al  Prerogative  or  ancient  prescriptive  right. 
As  many  of  these  Rolls  contain  the  names  of  the  persons  assessed 
towards  the  pajment  of  each  subsidy,  they  are  extremel}'  valuable  in 
the  compilation  of  pedigrees,  showing  at  once  the  precise  hundred  and 
township  in  which  the  family  lived  at  the  time  of  the  assessment,  and 
also  to  a  certain  extent  its  rank  and  position,  which  may  be  deduced 
from  the  amounts  paid."  In  explanation  of  some  of  the  following 
entries,  where  two  amounts  are  entered  against  a  name,  thus  :  "  John 
Meryam,  in  goods  x'' — v**."  it  maj-  be  pointed  out  that  ten  pounds 
was  the  assessed  value  of  John  Meryam's  goods,  upon  which  he  paid 
a  tax  of  five  shillings.     G.  F.  T.  S. 

A.D.  1327-77.     Temp.  Edward  III. 

Hundred  of  Marden  [which  contains  only  the  parishes  of  Marden 

and  Goudhurst].     William  Meriham  iij^  viij''. 
Borough  of  Wyke  :  John  Maryom  xviij". 

(12348.) 

A.D.  1372.     46  Edward  III. 

Horsmonden :   .  .   .  Meryham  .... 

West  Barnfield  Hundred  :   Wm.  Meriham  xyj**.  (123/29.) 

[For  other  entries  on  the  Lay  Subsidy  Rolls  prior  to  A.D.  1400, 
see  page  I.] 

A.D.  1523-4.     15  Henry  VIII. 

Headcorn  :  John  Meryam,  in  goods  x''. v^ 
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Horsmonden  :   Henry  Meryam,  in  goods  iij' 


Stephen  Meryham,  inlands  iiij''  xiij'.  liij''. 

iij^.  viij". 

Alex^  Meryham,  in  goods  xvj\ viij''. 

John  Meryham,  in  goods  xl\ xij''. 

Will"".  Meryham,  in  goods  xl' xij''. 

(124,192.) 
A.D.  1543-4.     35  Henry  VIII. 

Boughton  Monchelsea  :  John  Meryham,  in  goods  xiij^.  iiij"* 

Henry  Meriham,  in  goods  viij''. 
Horsmonden  :   Stephen  Maryon,  in  goods  iij".  viij**. 
VVest  Barnfield  Hundred  :    Rych''.  Meryham,  in  goods  iij^ 

(125  268.) 
A.D.  1544.     November,  36  Henry  VIII. 

Maidstone  :   Alice  Meriam,  in  lands  vj''.         (125  280.) 

A.D.  1544.      36  Henry  VIII.     Benevolence. 

West  Barnfield  Hundred  :   Richard  Meryham  x^ 
Aythorne  Hundred  :  John  Meryam  xvj^ 

(125/290.) 
A.D.  1545-6.     March  9. 

Boughton  Monchelsea  :  John  Meryam,  in  goods  xv^ 

Henry  Meryham,  in  goods  iiij**.  viij''. 
Maydstone  :  Alys  Meryham,  widow,  in  lands  vj'. 
Stephyn  Meryham,  in  lands  viij^ 

(125/307.) 
A.D.  1 571.     Aug.  2. 

Boughton   Monchelsea  :   Henrie  Meriham,  in  lands    xx''. 

'J'-  viij". 

Maidstone  :  John  Meryam,  in  lands  xP. v'.  iiij''. 

(126/417.) 
A.D.  1572.     September. 

Horsmonden  :   Rich''.  Merryam,  in  lands  xx^ xvj"*. 

The   heirs  of  Stephen   Merryam,   in    lands  xx". 

xvj". 

(126/424.) 
A.D.  1597-8.      Feb.  9. 

Boughton  Monchelsea  :   Henry  Meryham's  widow,  in  lands  xxx\ 
vj^ 

(127/535-) 
A.D.  1598.     Sept.  20. 

Tudeley  :  Will".  Meryam,  in  goods  iij''. viij^ 

Rugmerhill  :   Henrye  Meryam,  in  lands  xx^ iiij' 


A.  D.  1598.     Oa.  10. 

Minster :   Will"'.  Merryam,  in  goods  v''. xiij^  iiij 


(127/515.) 

iij". 

(127  519''. 
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A.  D.  1599.     Sept.  22. 

Rugmerhill  :   Henry  Merriam,  in  goods,  iij''. viij*. 

Horsmonden  :   Rich''.  Merriam,  in  lands  xx^ iiij^ 

Tudeley  :   Will".  Merriam,  in  goods  iij''. viij'. 

(I27;522.) 

A.  D.  1600.     Sept.  25. 

Horsmonden  :   Rich''.  Maryham,  in  lands  xx'. iiij^. 

Tudeley  :   Wm.  Moryan,  in  goods  iij''. viij^. 

Rugmerhill :   Henry  Meryam,  in  goods  iij''. viijl 

(127,527-) 

A.  D.  1610.   oa.  2. 

Rugmerhill  :   Henrie  Meriam,  in  lands  xP. v".  iiij"*. 

Tudeley  :   William  Meryham,  in  goods  iiij''. vj^  viij'' 


A.  D.  161 1.     March  27. 

Rugmerhill  :    Henry  Myrriam,  in  lands  xx'. xvj'' 

Tewdley  :   William  Merryam,  in  goods  iiij''. iiij'' 


(127/560'.) 


A.  D.  1621.     03..  17.      19  James  I. 

Chilton  near  Canterbury:  John  Meryam,  in  goods  iij''.- 


(127/569.) 


(127/578.) 
A.  D.  162 1-2.     March  16. 

Tudeley:  William  Merriam,  in  goods  iiij''. iiij'. 

Rugmerhill,    parish  of  Yalding  :  John    Meriam,  in  lands  xx*. 

xvj".  (127/572.) 

A.  D.  1623.     21  James  I. 

Burgate,  city  of  Canterbury  :  John  Meream,  in  goods  .... 

(127/584.) 
A.  D.  1625.     March  25. 

Rugmerhill :  John  Merriam,  in  lands  xx*. iiij^ 

(127/587.) 
[No  Merriam  appears  under  Hadlow  throughout. — C.  E.  G.-D.] 

A.  D.  1 67 1.     Michaelmas.     Hearth  Tax  Roll. 

Seven  Oaks  :  John  Merrams  2  hearths. 

Yalding  :  John  Merriam  i  do. 

Marden  :   Widow  Merriam  i  do. 

Maidstone  :  Mr.  John  Merriam  2  do. 

Mr.  Merriam  5  do. 

Mr.  Tho.  Merriam  8  do. 

Cranbroke  :  Thomas  Merryam  2  do. 

Wm.  Merriam  4  do. 


Kent  Poll-Book  for  the  Eledlion  of  1734. 

Merriham,  George,  of  East  Sutton,  for  a  freehold  at  Hawkhurst. 
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Kent  Poll-Book  for  1790. 
Merrim,  John,  of  Boughton  Monchelsea,  for  a  freehold  there. 

Miscellanea. 

William  Lambarde,  of  Greenwich,  historian  of  Kent,  styled  "  The 
Perambulator,"  author  of  the  Perambulation  of  Kent,  the  earliest 
county  history  known,  Archaionomia,l\\e  Office  of  Constable,  Eirenarcha, 
etc.,  born  1536,  died  1601 ;  married  thirdly,  13  April,  1592,  Margaret, 
dau.  of  John  Payne  of  Frittenden,  co.  Kent  ;  which  Margaret  was 
widow  respefiively  of  John  Meryam  of  Boughton  Monchelsea,  Kent, 
and  of  Richard  Reder.  She  was  at  the  date  of  her  marriage  to 
Lambard  aged  48,  and  by  him  she  had  no  issue. 

(Dioiionary  of  National  Biography,  ed.  Sidney  Lee,  1892.) 

Barbara  Shelley,  eldest  daughter  of  Richard  Shellej',  gent,  (of 
the  family  of  Shelley  the  poet),  born  about  1600;  married  about  1630 
Michael  Merryam,  and  died  before  16  July,  1689. 

{Miscellanea  Genealogica  et  Heraldica,  New  Series,  iii.  422.) 

Anne,  daughter  of  John  Barker  of  Bilston,  co.  Suffolk,  gent., 
married  John  Meryam  of  Clare,  as  appears  in  a  genealogy  of  the 
family  of  Finch,  compiled  by  John  Philipott,  Rouge  Dragon.  Philipott 
was  Rouge  Dragon  from  1618  to  1624.     {Ibid.,  ii.  337.) 

Feet  of  Fines  for  co.  Pembroke. 

A.D.  1575.  July,  18  Eli:.  Was  levied  a  Fine  between  Robert 
Dennys,  knt.,  Nich\  Turbervyle  Esq.,  John  Larder,  gent.,  and 
Margery  his  wife  of  one  fourth  part  of  the  Manor  of  Myrryam,  with 
divers  lands  in  Tresburyan,  Newton,  and  Knight  Warham,  co.  Pem- 
broke. 

A.  D.  1 58 1.  7  Aug.,  23  Eliz.  At  the  Castle  of  Haverfordwest, 
CO.  Pembroke,  was  levied  a  Fine  between  John  Brett  Esq"^.,  and 
Alexander  Brett,  gent.,  plaintiffs,  and  William  Sturton,  Esq.,  and 
Mary  his  wife,  deforciants,  of  the  fourth  part  of  the  Manor  of 
Meriham,  with  the  appurtenances,  and  of  the  fourth  part  of  30 
messuages,  10  tofts,  4  mills,  30  gardens,  500  acres  arable,  500  acres 
meadow,  1000  acres  pasture,  200  acres  of  woodland,  200  acres  furze 
and  gorse,  and  four  shillings  rent,  with  appurtenances  in  Meriham, 
Kimaneston,  Knegh,  Bruan,  Newton-juxta-Knegh,  and  Warham  in 
the  county  aforesaid.  (Public  Record  Olflce,  London.) 

I  find  the  Manor  of  Meriham  to  be  represented  by  a  substantial 
farm-house,  appearing  in  the  latest  Ordnance  Survey  as  "  Merrion 
Court,"  situate  in  the  parish  of  Warren,  5  miles  south-west  of  the 
county  town  of  Pembroke.  It  is  called  in  Fenton's  Historical  Tour 
through  Pembrokeshire,    181 1,   "  Merian   Court."     While    the  name 
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Merjham  is  more  likely  to  have  been  an  importation  from  Kent  or 
Sussex  than  the  reverse,  we  must  not  forget  that  Merioneth  is  the 
name  of  a  Welsh  county. 

For  Merriam  as  a  Welsh  surname — or  rather  a  surname  in  Wales 
— the  Pembrokeshire  Subsidy  Rolls  have  been  searched  in  vain.  The 
Hearth  Tax  Rolls,  professing  to  be  full  lists  of  every  householder  in 
the  shire,  do  not  record  one  occurrence  of  any  nearer  resemblance  than 
Merryman — this  in  1662.  C.  E.  G.-D. 
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Cooper,  Agnes.     23. 

Anne.      24. 

Annis.      77,  Table  E. 

Richard.     77,  Table  E. 
Coper,  Abraham,  44. 

Nicholas.     37. 
Coppinge,  John.      14,  17,  18. 
Coppinger,  Adam.     63. 
Courte,  Peter.     34. 
Covenney,  Thomas.     4. 
Crafte,  Rachell.     75. 

Thomas.     75. 
Cruxe,  John.      78. 
Cuckowt,  Thomas.      13. 
Cumber,  Richard.     82. 
Cumberlcch,  Alice.     61. 


Currian,  William.     56. 

Dabbs,  Alice.     80. 

Thomas.      80. 
Dan,  Elizabeth.      51,  Table  H. 

Thomas.     51,  Table  H. 
Dansy,  Anne.     33. 
Day,  Joane.     Table  G. 

Thomas,  Table  G. 

William.     33. 
De  le  Paine,  John.     81. 

Peter.     81. 
Delman  .   .  .   37. 
Dcnnys,  Sir  Robert.     87. 
Dickinson,  C.  E.  Gildersome-.     viii. 
Downes,  Edward.     47. 
Dabble,  Samuel.      31. 
Dunston,  Mother.     44. 
Dyker,  An.      50. 

Elizabeth.      50.  51. 

Frances.     50,  Table  H. 

Thomas.     49,  52,  Table  H. 

William.     49. 

Edmede,  Agnes.     56. 

Robert.     56. 
Edwardes,  Vincent.     25. 
Egerton,  Sir  Thomas.     64. 
Eilis,  Valentine.      84. 
Emmott,  Edward.     32. 
Emyot,  Johan.     37. 

Stephen.      37. 
Evans,  James.     75. 

Sara.      75. 
Everden,  Evernden. 

Josias.     23,  77,  Table  E. 

Mildred.     23,  77,  Table  E. 

Fellow,  Fellows. 

Benjamin.     32,  34. 
Finch,  family  of.      87. 
Fitch,  Richard.     63. 
Fittey  (or  Tittey),  Elizabeth.      79. 
Foat  ...  34. 
Forde,  John.      22. 
Fowle,  Anthony.     72. 
Francis,  Thomas.     38. 
Franckleyn,  Stephen.      14. 
Franklin,  James.     60,  61. 
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Frend,  Frende,  Freind. 

Ann.     82. 

Henry.     9,  12,  13. 

James.     9,  12. 

Johan.     9,  12.     Table  E. 

John.     1 2. 

Philip.      12. 

Richardine.     82. 
French,  Margaret.      81. 
Frythe  ah.  Poulter,  William.      37. 

Galys,  James.     25. 
Gardener,  Cicely.     25. 

John.     25. 
Gateford,  John.     37. 
George,  Thomas.      27. 
Gibson,  see  Gybson. 
Gilbert,  Edward.     33. 
Giles,  Avery.     82,  Table  C. 
Golde,  John.     59. 
Goldston,  Anne.     50,  Table  H. 

Elizabeth.     49,51, TableH. 

Frances.     50,  52,  TableH. 

Jane.      51. 

Robert.    49,  Tables  G,  H. 

Roger.     51,  52,  Table  H. 

Sarah.     Tables  G,  H. 

William.     49,  Table  H. 
Gorham,  Elizabeth.      32. 

Thomas.     32. 
Goslinge   ...  61. 
Gostling,  Rev.  William.     35. 
Goulder    ah.    Gouldup,    Margaret. 

80. 
Gouldsmithe,  Gouldsmyth. 

Joane.     70. 

John.     70. 

Thomas.     62. 
Greenehill,  George.     54. 
Gregory,  Henry.     68,  69,   70,   83, 
Table  B. 

Joane.     68,  70,  83,  Table  B. 
Gull,  Mary.     33. 

William.      60,  61. 
Gutridges,  Waller.     54. 
Gybson.  William.     37. 

Hablett,  John.     62. 
Halden  ...   28. 


Hall,  Edward.     28. 
Hamon,  Agnes.     81. 

Margaret.      81. 
Hannaker,  Jane.     32. 
Harborough,  Martha.      50. 
Harding,  Laurence.     36. 
Harengaud,  Sir  John.      1. 

Margery.      1. 

Thomas.      1. 

William.      1. 
Harfleete,  Sir  Thomas.      25,  26. 
Hartenden,  Sara.      75. 
Harvey,  Harvye. 

Alice.     30,  Table  F. 

Martha.     78,  Table  F. 

Thomas.     80. 
Hasilton,  Hasilden,  Hasselden. 

Bennet.     22,  77,  Table  E. 

Thomas.    22,  77,  Table  E. 
Haymes,  Thomas.     72. 
Head,  William.      32. 
Hendley,  Margery.      57. 
Henley,  Agnes.     40. 
Hcnman,  Ann.     79,  Table  F. 

Thomas.     59,  60. 
Henniker  .   .    .   24. 

Elizabeth.     Table  E. 
Herenden,  Amery.     4. 
Hewett,  Huet,  Robert.     63. 
Hickmote,  Hickemote. 

Mary.      76,  Table  B. 

Thomas.     44. 

William.    41,  42,  57,  76,  Table  B. 
Hill,  Elizabeth.      79. 

John.     79. 
Hills  ...  31. 
Hodge,  Thomas.     36. 
Hodges  .  .   .  68. 
Holden,  James.      39. 
Holdworth,  Roger.     56. 
Hont,  see  Hunt. 
Hooker,  Margery,     77,  Table  E. 

Thomas.     77,  80, Table  E. 
Hooper,  George.     52. 

John.     49,  52,  62. 
Hope,  Edward.     72. 
Hopkins,  John.      38. 
Horsmonden,  John,  19,  20,  2  1,  38. 
Hosher,  Eve.     75. 

Mathew.      75. 
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Howe,  Alice.     51,  Table  H. 

Elizabeth.     49,  51,  Table  H. 

Francis.     51,  Table  H. 

Jane.     50,  51,  Table  H. 

Mary.     50,  Table  H. 

Robert.     49. 

Sara.     Table  H. 

Susan.     50,  Table  H. 

Thomas.     48,  50,  51,  52,  Tables 
G,  H. 

William.     48,  49,  Table  H. 
Humphrey,  Alice.      81. 

Thomas.     49,  81. 
Hunt,  Hont. 

Agnes.      12. 

Frauncis.     46. 

Gy.     4- 

Robert.     9,  10,  37. 

Thomas.      12. 

.Jackman,  Ralph.     63. 
Jarvis,  John.     24. 
Jeffery,  Jeffrey. 

James.      50. 

John.      50. 

Martha.     50. 

Nicholas.     50. 

Simon.     50. 

Susan.     JO. 

Thomas.     50,  72. 

William.     50. 
Jenkins,  William.      25. 
Jessop,  Sara.      35. 
Joceaux,  Peter  de.      2. 
Johnson,  Benjamin.     51,  Table  H. 

Elizabeth.     50,  Table  H. 

Frauncys.     50,  Table  H. 

Jane.      51,  Table  H. 

John.     50,  Table  H. 

Josias.     50.     Table  H. 

Mary.     50,  Table  H. 

Nicolas.     81. 
Jones,  Joanes. 

Joane.      78,  80,  Table  C. 
Joy,  Merryam  ah.,  Jane.     33. 
Justice,  Susanna.     78. 

Kenian,  Samuel.     63. 
Ketchercll,  Samuel.     32. 
Kingisnorthe,  Henry.      13. 


Kingisnorthe,  Johan.  13. 
Kingsfoord,  Thomas.  28. 
Kipping,  Richard.  50,  51. 
Knight,  Richard.     82. 

Lackemote,  William.     59. 

Laket,  Roger.      1 . 

Lambarde,  Margaret.     87,  Table  E. 

William.     87,  Table  E. 
Lambe,  Christopher.     24. 

John.     24. 

Mary.     1 1 . 
Langlee,  BenediA     4. 
Larder,  John.     87. 

Margery.     87. 
Largner,  William.     27. 
Leonard,  Richard.      18. 
Levenoth,  Peter.     1  2. 

William.      12. 
LejTiard,  Peter.      1 2. 

William.      12. 
Love,  Christopher.     32. 

Thomas.     73. 

William.     62. 
Lowdwell,   John.     27,  70,   71,    78, 
Table  F. 

Margaret.      70,  71,  78,  Table  F. 
Lues,  Peter  Va.      78. 

Mannering,  Ann.      55. 

John.     55. 

Richard.     55. 
Marable,  Marrable. 

George.     81. 

Mildred.     79,  Table  C. 

Richard.     79,  Table  C. 
Marshall,  William.     61. 
Marsy,  Randall.      13. 
Marten,  William.     61. 
Mason,  Faythe.      75. 
Maunday,  Richard.     34. 
Merilon  ah.  Meriam,  John.     81. 
Meritt,  Elizabeth.      75. 

John.     75. 
Merriam,      Maryham,       Meriham, 
Mereham,Merream,Mirrhiam, 
Maryam,  Meryham,  Merryam, 
Myryam,  etc. 

Agnes.    3>  '3,  15,  37,  38^39.  42. 
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Merriatn,  etc. — continued. 

45i  69j    76.    80    615,    81,    83, 
Tables  B,  D,  E. 
Alexander.     5,  6,  11,  12,  26,  29, 

32,  33,  37,  70,  74,  76,  78,  85, 
Tables  D,  E,  F. 

Alice.     2,  10,  11,  19,20,  23,  30, 

37,  43,45,47,  74,  75,  76,  77, 

85  bis,  Tables  A,  B,  D,  E,  F. 
Ann,  Anne.     29,  31,  38,  46,  53, 

S5,  74,  79,  80.  81,  87,  Tables 

B,  C. 
Anna.     32,  33. 
Annis,    Annes.     74,    75    p.,   77, 

Table  E. 
Bartholomew.     9,  37,  Table  E. 
Benet,  Bennet,  Benedicfi,  77  615, 

Tables  D,  E. 
Catherine.      14,  30,  40,  57,   77, 

82,  Table  A. 
Charles  Pierce,  v,  viii. 
Cristyne.     78. 

Denis,  Deonys.     14,  74,  Table  A. 
Dessms  (?)  78. 
Dorcas.     Table  C. 
Dorothy.      78. 
Edward.     28,  36,  63,  71,  78  bis, 

79  p.,  80,  81,  Table  C. 
Elinor,     Ellynor.      13,     16,     18, 

Table  E. 
Elizabeth.     7,20,22,25,31,32, 

33,  36,  37,38,  43,  45,  51,  74 
p.,  75/).,  76p.,  77,79/).,  8op., 
81,  82,  Tables  A,  B,  C,  E,  G. 

Elline.     38,  75. 

Esau,    Esawe,    Esaye.      22,    24, 

25,  Table  E.       . 
Eve.     75. 
Faythe.     75. 
George,      v,  vi,   23,   25,   26,   29, 

32,  34,  38,  39,  48,  54,  63,  74 

615,76,  77p.,  81,  84,  86,  Tables 

E,  F,  G. 
Godlebe.     2,  Table  D. 
Hanna,  Hannah.    50,  51,  Table  G. 
Harry,  Herry.     4,  6,  8,  43,  76, 

77  bis. 
Henry.     3,  5,  6,  15,  19,  20,  29, 

32,  37,  38,  39,  45,  47,  53,  63, 

67,  72,  74  P-  75  bis,   76  p.. 
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77/'.,  78   bis,   80,   81,    85  p., 
86  p..  Tables  A,  B,  D,  E,  F. 
Hester.      81. 
Isabel.     21,  Table  A. 

Isiah.     82. 

James,  viii,  2,  59,  79,  Tables 
D,  F. 

Jane.     22,  23,  33,  Table  E. 

Joan,  Joane,  Johan,  Jone,  Jonne. 
2,4,5,6,7,8,9,  12,  14,  17,  20, 
21,22,  28,  38,45,48,  53,56, 
67,  71,  74  p.,  75  p.,  76  p.,  77, 
78,  79  p.,  80  bis,  81  p.,  82, 
Tables  A,  B,  C,  D,  E,  G. 

John.  V  bis,  1,2,4,5,6,  10,  11, 
12,  13,  15,  16,  17,  19,  20,  22, 
24,  26,  28,  29,  34,  36,  37,  38, 
40,53,54,58,63,71,73,  74p., 
75P-,  76p.,  77  P-,  78  p.,  80  p., 
81,82,  84p.,  85p.,  86p.,  87p., 
Tables  A,  B,  C,  D,  E,  F,  G. 

John  George,     v. 

Joseph.  V,  48,  50,  51,  52,  Tables 
G,  H. 

Joyce.     31,  77. 

Judith.     63,  77. 

Julian,  Julyan.  8,  13,  16,  18, 
Tables  A,  E. 

Katherine,  Katheren,  Kathern. 
30,  40,  75,  79,  Tables  B,  F. 

Laurence,  Larance.     viii,  1,  78. 

Margaret.  17,  22,  28,  43,  45, 
48,  54,  63,  70,  75,  76,  77  p., 

78  bis,  80,  87,  Tables  B,  C,  E, 
F,  G. 

Margery,  Margerie.      2,   77,  80, 

Table  D. 
Martha.     23,  24,   78,  Tables  E, 

F. 
Mary,   Marie.     28,   40,   57,   63, 

74,  76,  78  bis,  82  bis.  Tables 

B,  C,  G. 
Michael.     87. 
Micheias,  Michaia.     28,  82, Table 

C. 
Mildred,  Myldred.      22,   23,    77. 

79  bis.  Tables  C,  E. 
Nathan,     v. 

Nicholas.  10,  11,  37,  71,  74, 
Table  E. 
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Merriam,  etc. — continued. 

Paul.     79. 

Peace,   Peas.     20,   75,  Table  A. 

Peter.      22,  36. 

Philip,  Phillipp.    57,  77,  Table  B. 

Rachell,  Rachaell.  36,  75  bis, 
79- 

Raynolde.      13,  56. 

Richard.  8,  14,  19,  20,  37,  40, 
42,  45,  53-  54,  57,  64-67,  74 
p.,  75  bis,  76  p.,  77  bis,  78,  79 
bis,  82,  85  p.,  86  bis.  Tables 
A,  B. 

Robert.  V,  1,  2,  6,  28,  48,  62, 
76,    79,  81,  82,  Tables  C,  D, 

E,  G. 

Sara,  Sarah.  48,  50,  51,  52,  75 
p.,  83,  Tables  G,  H. 

Silvester.     38. 

Stephen,  Steven.  2,  4,  5,  6,  7, 
8,  15,  20,  31,  32,  35,  36,  37, 
38,  40,  43,  45,  56,  57,  67,  74, 
75  p.,  76  bis,  77  bis,  78,  81 
bis,  85  p.,  Tables  A,  B,  D. 

Susan.     47,  Tables  F,  G. 

Susanna.     78  bis,  80,  84,  Tables 

F,  G. 

Thomas.  7,  29,  31,  36,  38,43, 
45,  47,  51,  63,  67,  72  p.,  73, 

74  P-,  75  P-,  76  P-,  77  bis,  78 
p.,  79,  81  bis,  83,  86,  Tables 
A,  B,  C,  F. 

Thomasine,  Thomasyn.  67,  81, 
Table  B. 

Ursula.     79. 

William,  v  p.,  vi  6is,  viii,  1,  3, 
5,  11,  12,  15,  19,  20,  28,  32, 
35,  36,  37,  38,43,46,47,48, 
51,  57,  59,  62,  67,  73,  74  p., 

75  p.,  76  p.,  77  p.,  79  p.,  80 
p.,  83,  84  bis,  85  p.,  86  p.. 
Tables  A,  B,  C,  D,  E,  F,  G. 

Yece.     53. 
Merry,  Anthony.     72. 
Merryall.      76. 
Merrye.     76. 
Merryman.     88. 
Meryathe,  William.      57- 
Meryll,  Mcryall. 

Symon.      19,  20,  21. 


Mills,  Annie.     47. 

Mornay,   "  My    Lorde    Phillip    of." 

59- 
Moyse,  John.      14. 
Myllward,  Thomas.      57,  59. 

Nashe,  Thomas.     24. 
Nepeson,  William.      57. 
Nicholas,  Thomas.     59. 
Nixon,  John.     82. 
Nokes,  John.     34. 

^  Mary.     34. 
Norton,  John.      25. 

Oliver,  William.      42. 
Orgarle,  Alice.      14. 
Oure,  Boyes.     38. 
Elizabeth.     38. 
Owlett,  James.     32. 
Ownsted,  Thomas.      39. 
Owre,  see  Oure. 

Packman,  Christian.     60. 
Pagge,  John.     3  bis. 
Papworth,  Joane.      75. 
Parker,  Elizabeth.     35. 

Francis.     39. 
Pattenden,  Henry.      20. 
Payne,  John.     87,  Table  E. 

Margaret.     77,  87,  Table  E^ 
Peirce,  John.     31. 

Thomas.     31. 
Pemble,  Henry.      17,18. 
Pettinggale,  Richard.      38. 
Philipott,  John.     87. 
Piper,  Pyper. 

Anne.     62. 

Daniel.     62,  Table  G. 

Elizabeth.     62. 

Margaret.     62,  Table  G. 

Mary.     62. 

Robert,     vi,  62,  Table  G. 

William.     62. 
Pising,  Ann.     80. 

Elizabeth.     80. 

Luke.     80. 
Plumer,  Plummer. 

John.     54. 

Robert.     54. 
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Polhill,  Thomas.      13. 
Posyngewerse,  Possingworth. 

John.      1. 

Lawrence.      1. 
Pott,  Mary.     34. 
Poulter,  see  Frythe  als.  Poulter. 
Prescott.      1 . 
Pyper,  see  Piper. 

Ramsey,  "  Macolmus."     36. 

Rasell,  Thomas.     27. 

Raven,    Susan,    or   Susanna,  Table 

G. 
Rawlins,  Nicholas.     27,  Table  F. 
Rayffinis,  William.     25. 
Rayner,  Dorcas.     82,  Table  C. 

John.     35. 

Mary.     82,  Table  C. 
Rayns,  Peter.     33. 
Read,  Robert.     31. 
Reader,  Reder. 

John.      18. 

Margaret.     77,  87, Table  E. 

Richard.     77,  87,  Table  E. 

William.      14,  17. 
Reynalds,  William.     26. 
Rich,  Riche: 

Elizabeth.     30. 

Margaret.     30. 

Nicholas.  9,  10,  37. 
Richardson,  John.  13. 
Ridgway,  Ridgeway, 

Alexander.      27,  70,  71. 

Anne.     27,  70. 

Joane.     27,  70,  Table  F. 

Margaret.     27,  70. 

Thomas.     27. 
Risby,  Thomas.     80. 
Robbeason,  John.     77. 

Margaret.     77. 
Roberts,  John.     44,  45,  46. 
Robinson,  Robynson. 

William.      17,  24. 
Robyns,  Henry.      1 7. 
Rodynbridge,  Catherine.   58,  Tables 
A,  B. 
John.     58,  Table  A. 
Roode,  Oliver.      1  2. 
Rose,  Edward.     33. 
Johane.     56. 


Sackett,  John.     22. 
Salmon,  Absolom.     78. 
Salter,  John.     80. 
Sanders,  Francis.     38. 
Sare,  Stephen.     21. 
Satten  .  .  .     40. 
Sharlotke,  Edward.      55. 
Sharpe,  Margaret.      1  7  bis. 
Sharpie,  Samuel.     82. 
Sheaf,  Edmund.     Table  G. 

Mary.     Table  G. 
Shelley,  Barbara.     87. 

Richard.      87. 
Sherwood,  George  F.  Tudor,     viii. 
Shore,  Shoare. 

Arthur.     24,  Table  E. 
Jane.     23,  Table  E. 
Thomas.      23. 
Simmonds,  Elizabeth.      33. 
Simons,  Edward.      54,  55. 
Simpson,  Sympson. 
George.      79,  81. 
Joane.      79. 
John.     81. 
Katherine.     79. 
Richard.      79. 
Smith,  George.     30. 

Nicholas.     36. 
Smyth,  Ursula.     79. 
Somer,  see  Were  als.  Somer. 
Somes,  Nicholas.     81. 
Somner,  John      82. 
Spaine,  William.      82. 
Spenser,  Luke.      82. 
Spryngett,  Stephen       19. 
Stace,  James.      37. 

Johan.     37. 
Stannynden,  William.      1. 
Startopp,  John.     75. 

Kathern.     75. 
Stedman,  Richard.     82. 
Stephan,  Alexander.      15. 
Stephans,  William.      15. 
Stone,  Dessms  (?).     78. 

John.     78. 
Stubbard,  Elizabeth.     33,  34. 

Jacob.     33. 
Sturton,  Mary.      87. 

William.      87. 
Stylman,  John.     83. 


96 


Index  of  Names. 


Suate,  William.  37. 
Symons,  Joan.  80. 
Sympson,  see  Simpson. 

Tanner,  Ann.     50. 

James.     50. 
Tasseil,  Robert.     38. 
Taylor,  Agnes.     80. 
Thatcher,  Cristyne.      78. 
Thomas  .  .  .  Table  B. 

Edward.     64,  65 

John.     3,  64,  65,  66. 
Thompsett,  Roger.     50,  Table  H. 
Thompson,  Tompson,  Tomson. 

Edward.     75. 

Francis.     49. 

Joane.     75. 

Mary.     82,  Table  C. 

Sara.     49. 

Thomas.     82,  Table  C. 

Waller.     49. 

William.      12. 
Tittey  (or  Fittey),  Elizabeth.     79, 

80,  Table  C. 
Tompson,  Tomson,  see  Thompson. 
Towne,  Anne.     84. 
Tray,  Anne.      72. 

Elizabeth.      72. 

Richard.      72. 
Trusser,    Tresser,    Ann.       29,    63, 
Table  C. 

Thomas.     28,    29,    63,    80,    82, 
Table  C. 
Tucker,  Nicolas.     32. 
Turbervyle,  Nicholas.      87. 
Turner.  Nathaniel.      32. 

William.      52. 


Umpton,  Thomas. 
Usmer,  John.     66. 


59- 


Va  Lues,  Peter.      78. 
Vennall,  Thomas.     31. 
Vernell,  William.     32. 
Viney,  John.     32. 
Vinnington,  Alexander. 

Walchin,  Margaret.     77. 


30. 


Walker,  Edward.      18. 

John.     6. 

William.      17. 
Walter,  William.      21. 

Sir  William.      38  bis. 
Wankford,  Robert.     72. 
Ware,  see  Were. 
Watling,  John.      53. 
Watts,  Wattes. 

Elizabeth.     80,  Table  B. 

Henry.     39. 

Joan.  76,     Table  B. 

Judith.     77. 

William.     80,  Table  B. 
Weekes,  Thomas.     69,  70. 
Weeksell,  Rachell.     75. 
Weller  .  .  .  40. 

Nathaniel.     50,  Table  H. 

Sara.     50,  Table  H. 
Were,  Ware. 

Agnes.     76,  77,  Table  B. 

Salomon.     45,  46,  68. 
Were  als.  Somer,  Richard.      59. 
West.Henry.  59,6o,6l,8o,Table  F. 

John.     61. 

Suzan.     59,  60,  61,  Table  F. 

William.     61. 
Wheeler,  Joseph.     Table  G. 

Sarah.     Table  G. 
Whitlocke,  Edward.     22. 
Wickin,  Rachel.     79. 
Wilson,  Richard.      13. 
Wilye,  Wylye. 

Henry.     35. 

Isabel!.      14. 

Johan.     35. 

Margery.     35. 

Richard.     15,35,37- 

Stephen.     35. 
Wylgatt,  Alice.     40. 
Wyllard,  Margaret.      17. 
Wylye,  see  Wilye. 
Wymble,  George.     83. 

Young,  Yong,  Yonge. 

Bartholomew.     9,  10,  37. 
George.     63. 
Richard.     9. 
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(Nearly  all  these  places  are  in  Kent,  unless  otherwise  described.) 


Acol,  in  Birchington.     78. 
Ash,  Ashe.      25,  80. 
Atte  Watere,  in  Waldron.      1. 
Aythorne  hundred.     85. 

Barfreston.     82,  Table  C. 

Barncroft.     6. 

Barnfield,  see  West  Barnfield. 

Bearsted.     33,  77. 

Beckley,  co.  Sussex.     82. 

Belamengate.     6. 

Biddenden.     82  bis. 

Bilston,  CO.  Suffolk.     8". 

Birchington.     78. 

Blechynton.      1. 

Boughton  Malherbe.     80,  Table  E. 

Boughton  Monchelsea.  v,  1-6,  8, 
9,  I  1,  13,  15,  17,  22,  24,  26,  30, 
32,  33,  34,  36,  37  P;  38  p.,  60, 
77,  80  bis,  85  p.,  87  bis,  Tables  D, 
E,  F. 

Boxley.      6. 

Bredhurst.      72. 

Brenchley,  Brenchesley.  50,  52, 
58,  73,  80,  81,  Tables  A,  B,  G,  H. 

Brenzet.     37. 

Bridge.     36  bis. 

Brodefelde.     5. 

Broomfield.      80. 

Bruan,  co.  Pembroke.     87. 

Canterbury.     37,38,39,79,80,81, 
82,  Table  C. 
All  Saints.     81. 
Burgate.     86. 
Cathedral.     78. 
Christ  Church.     82. 
Marriage  Licences.      79. 


Canterbury — continued. 

Mercerie  lane.     71. 

Probate  registry.     2. 

St.  Alphage.     78,81. 

St  Andrews.     28,  38,  Sop.,  81 
its,  82,  Table  C. 

St.    George's.      36,    79,    80,   81, 
Table  C. 

St.  Margaret's.    30,  81  bis,  82. 

St.    Mary    Magdalene.      78,    80, 
Table  C. 

St.  Mary  Northgate.     81. 

St.  Paul's.     80. 

St.  Peter's.     79,  80,  82. 
Capell.     44,  49. 
Challock.     82,  Table  C. 
Charing.      38,  82. 
Chart.      13,  18. 
Chart  Sutton.     38. 
Chatham.     72. 
Chilton.     86. 

Chittingley,  co.  Sussex.      72. 
Clare,  co.  Suffolk.     87. 
Cliffe,  CO.  Sussex.      79. 
Clive,  CO.  Sussex.     82. 
Coginull.     8. 
Cokefrede.     4. 
Concord,  Mass.,  Table  G. 
Cranbrook.     29,  38  bis,  39  bis,  72, 

73,  75,  78,  79,  82  p.,  86,  Tables 

F,  G. 

Dannys.     4. 
Downe  Tott.     7. 


East  Farley. 
East  Sutton. 
Estfeld.     5. 


86. 
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Frittenden.     77,  82,  87,  Table  E. 

Glouerswode.     5. 

Goudhurst.  1,  6,  8,  I4,  19,  20,  35, 
36  bis,  37  p.,  38  p.,  44,  45,  48, 
68,  74,  79,  84,  Tables  A,  B,  G. 

Gray's  Inn,  co.  Middx.     72. 

Greenwich.     87. 

Hacheland.     4,  S,  Table  D. 

Hadlow.     47,  86,  Table  G. 

Halden.     28. 

Hardwell.     8. 

Harrietsham.     36,   38,   80  p.,   81, 

Table  B. 
Harrisome.     67. 

Haverfordwest,  co.  Pembroke,  87. 
Hawkhurst.     34,  86. 
Heathfield,  co.  Sussex.      1. 
Headcorn.     34,  84. 
Hedcombe.     82. 
Herst.      1. 
Hokefelde.     4. 
Hollingborne.     77. 
Horsmonden.     35,  40,  41,  42,  45, 

46,  56,  57,  64,  66,  67,  73,  76,  80, 

82,  83,84  6is,85p.,86  6Js,Tables 

A,  B. 
Hothfield.     79,  82. 
Houndpette.     4. 
Hunton  ah.  Huntyngton.  ■  34,  37, 

38,  64,  83,  Table  B. 

Ickham.     82. 

Isenhurst,  co.  Sussex,     viii,  1. 

Kimaneston,  co.  Pembroke.     87. 
Knegh,  CO.  Pembroke.      87. 
Knight  Warham,  co.  Pembroke.  87. 

Lamberhurst.      1 . 

Langley.      16,  17,  18,  37,  60,  Table 

F. 
Leeds.      24. 
Lenham.     36,  37  bis,  59,  79,  8o6is, 

Table  F. 
Lewes,  co.  Sussex.      1,  79. 
Linton,     v,  18. 
Loges,  in  Tonbridge.     62. 
London,     v,  viii,  50,  59,  Table  F. 


London,  Inner  Temple.     63. 

St.  Dionis  Backchurch.      79. 
Loose.     24. 
Lynton,  see  Linton. 

Maidstone,  v,  4,  26,  3 1 ,  33,  59,  60, 
70,  72  p.,  78,  79,  80,  85  p., 
86,  Tables  D,  F. 

Weeke  streete.      61. 
Marden.     4,  5,  6,  31,  32,  37,  39, 

80  bis,  8 1  bis,  82,  84,  86,  Table  D. 
Massachusetts.     Table  G. 
Meresham.     viii. 
Meriham,    Merrion,    or    Myrryam 

manor,   co.   Pembroke,      v,   viii, 

87. 
Merionethshire.     88. 
Meryhelles.      6. 
Milton  a/s.  Midleton.      71. 
Minster,  in  Thanet.     38,  79,  80  bis, 

85,  Table  E. 
Monkton.     38,  80. 
Moteland.     5. 

New  England.     Table  G. 
Newton,  CO.  Pembroke.     87  bis. 
New  York.     viii. 
Northbourne.     79,  82. 
Northiam,  co.  Sussex.     82. 
Notley,  CO.  Essex.     72. 

Pembrokeshire,     v,  viii,  87. 
Pembury.     84. 
Penshurst  castle.      1. 
Pevington.      15. 
Plessye  Marly  in  France.     59. 
Pluckley.      9,  12,  Table  E. 
Possingworth,  co.  Sussex.      1. 
Preston  near  Faversham.     80. 

Queenborough.     29,  Table  C. 

Robertsbridgc.      1. 

Rugmerhill,  in  Yalding.     85,  86  p. 

St.    Bartholomew's    Hospital.     25, 

Table  E. 
St.  Clement's,  co.  Middx.     80. 
St.  Giles  in  Fields,  co.  Middx.     80. 
St.  Nicholas  at  Wade.     21. 
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Sandwich.      25,32,33,63,71,81. 

Sevenoaks.      83,  86. 

Shonford.      5. 

Sketfeld.     3. 

Southwark,    co.     Surrey.      26,    70, 

Table  F. 
Stalisfield.     59,  Table  F. 
Staplehurst.     38,  81  his. 
Stockbury.     34. 
Stonfelde.     5. 
Sussex.     23. 
Sutton  Vallance.      18,  35,  36. 


Tenby,  co.  Pembroke,     v. 
Tenterden.     73. 
Thanington.     81. 
Tomies.     5. 

Tonbridge.     49,  62,  Tables  G,  H. 
Toppesfield,  co.  Essex.     72. 
Tovell,  in  Maidstone.     33. 
Tresburyan,  co.  Pembroke.     87. 


Tudeley.     48,  49,  50,  53,  62,  84 

bis,  85,  86  p..  Tables  G,  H. 
Two  Dannys.     4. 

Waldershare.     82. 

Waldron.      1. 

Walshwode.      5. 

Walsh  Wodfelde.     5. 

Warham,  co.  Pembroke.     87. 

Warren,  co.  Pembroke.     87. 

Wealchwoode.     6i. 

West  Barnfield  hundred.      1 ,  84,  85 

bis,  Table  A. 
Westfield,  co.  Sussex.     82. 
Westminster,  co.  Middx.     71. 
Woodnesborough.     80. 
Worth.     82. 
Wrotham.     66. 
Wyke.     84. 

Yalding,  Yalden.    39, 48,  53,  54,  78, 
80,  86,  Table  G.   Sec  Rugmerhill. 


CHISWICK   PRESS  :   CHARLES   WHITTINGHAM    AND   CO. 
TOOKS  CODRT,   CHANCERY   LANE,    LONDON. 


PEDIGREES. 

The  following  Tables  claim  to  be  nothing  more  than  attempts  to 
string  together  some  of  the  evidence  set  out  in  the  preceding  pages. 
It  is  scarcely  too  much  to  afRrm  that  no  colleSion  of  tabular  pedigrees 
is  entirely  free  from  error.  In  this  case  a  copy  of  the  evidence  lies  be- 
fore the  reader.  If  he  is  not  disposed  to  accept  some  of  the  assump- 
tions which  follow,  to  use  the  expression  of  an  old  heraldic  writer,  "  All 
errors  and  mistakings  as  shall  fall  out,  I  entreat  the  Learned-modest 
Reader  to  correfi  with  his  Pen."  Here  lies  the  foundation  for  the 
history  of  a  family  ;  future  research  will  contribute  towards  the  super- 
struffure  ;  it  is  quite  within  the  bounds  of  possibility  that  minor  altera- 
tions in  the  general  plan  will  be  found  necessary  as  the  work  proceeds. 

G.  F.  T.  S. 


TABLE    A. 


MERRIAM  OF  GOUDHURST  AND  HORSMONDEN,  CO.   KENT. 

John  Merf.ham,  of  Goudhurst,  ^Jone  .... 
Will  dated   16   May,  proved  27 
Sept.,    1497   (p.    6).     Seized  of 
lands  at  Down  Tott. 


Stephen  Mereham, 
eldest  son  and  heir. 


I 
Thomas  Mereham. 


JoNE.        Elizabeth. 


Stephen  Mereham  of  Goudhurst.  =p  Julian 
Born     before    1467,    for    his     son 
Richard  was  of  age  in  1 507.    Will 
dated    3    Oct.,    1506,    proved    19 
May,  1507  (p.  8). 


Richard  Mereham,  of  Goudhurst, =f=  .... 

JONE. 

yeoman.      Proved  his  father's  Will. 

Probably 

Legatee  in  the 

Probably    identical    with    Richard 

predeceased 

Will   of  her 

Meryham,  of  West  Barnfield  hun- 

her  husband. 

father,  1506. 

'dred,  in  the  tax-lists  of  1 543  and 

1544  (p.  85).     Will  dated   1   Feb., 

" 

1547-8,     proved     16    May,     1548 

(P-  H). 

William  Meryham,= 
of  Goudhurst.  Pro- 
bably eldest  son. 
Overseer  of  theWills 
of  his  father,  1548, 
and  of  his  brother 
Stephen,  1558.  Will 
dated  27  Jan., proved 
10  March,  1565-6 
(P-   19)- 


John  Mery- 
ham, eldest 
son  and  heir. 
Under  24  on 
27  Jan., 

1565-6. 


Alice  .  . 

Living, 

1565-6. 


Henry  Meryham,=j=Isabel  , 
of  Goudhurst. 
Overseer  of  the 
Will  of  his  father, 
1548.  Proved  the 
Will  of  his  bro- 
ther William, 
1565-6.  Will 

dated  16  Sept., 
1566,  proved  14 
Apr.,1567(p.  20). 


William  Mery- 
ham, of  Goud- 
hurst, 2nd  son. 
Under  24  on  27 
Jan.,  1565-6 


Richard  Meryam, 
only  son  and  heir. 
Under  23  on  16 
Sept.,  1566. 


Stephen  MeHyham^ 'of= 
Horsmonden,  yeoman. 
Joint  executor  with 
his  brother  John  of 
the  Will  of  their  father, 
1548.  Taxed  for  lands 
in  Horsmonden,  1523 
and  1543  (p.  85). 
Buried  there  24  (?) 
Nov.,  1558.  Will  dated 
25  Nov.,  1558,  proved 
4  March,  1558-9 
(P-  57). 


Jone.     Peas.     Elizabeth. 

All  unmarried  on  16  Sept., 
1566. 


Catherine,  dau.  and 
co-heir  of  JohnRodyn- 
bridge,  of  Brenchley. 
E,xecutri.\  of  her  hus- 
band's Will.  Buried  at 
Horsmonden,  13  Sept., 
1563.  Will  dated  6 
Sept.,  1563,  proved  6 
Sept.,  1564  (p.  40).  ■ 


For  issue  see 
TABLE    B. 


John  Meryham,= 
joint  executor 
with  his  brother 
Stephen  of  their 
father's  Will, 

1548. 


Alice,  legatee  in 
the  Will  of  her 
uncle  William, 
1565-6. 


Johane. 

DtONYS. 

Cathkhyn. 


TABLE   B. 

r 

MERRIAM    OF    GOUDHURST    AND    HORSMONDEN,    CO.    KENT   [continued). 

Issue  of  Stephen  Meryham  and  Catherine  Rodynbridge. 


I 
Richard  MERHYHAM,of  Hors-=pAGNEsWERE.  Married 


monden,  yeoman.  Eldest  son 
and  heir.  Proved  Will  of  his 
mother,  1 564.  Defendant  in 
Chancery  suit :  Thomas  v. 
Meriham,  I597(p.64).  Buried 
at  Horsraonden,  2g  Aug.,  1610. 
Will  dated  20  April,  1610, 
proved  1  Feb.,  1610-11 
(p.  42). 


27  Nov.,  i574,atHors- 
monden.  Living  1611. 
Probably  identical  with 
Ann  Mirrhiam,  widow. 
Will  dated  21  Dec, 
1629,  proved  2  Feb., 
1629-30  (p.  46). 


John  Meryam. 
Devisee  of 
lands  in  Brench- 
ley  by  the  Will 
of  his  father. 


Philip  Mery- 
ham. Mentioned 
in  Will  of  his 
father.  Buried 
at  Horsmonden, 
13  Dec,  1559. 


Stephen  Meryham. 
Legatee  in  the  Wills 
of  his  father  and 
mother,  and  heir  in 
remainder  to  his 
uncle  William. 


Mary, 
married,    6 
Dec,     1563, 
at  Horsmon- 
den, William 
Hickmote. 


Katherine. 
Legatee    in 
the  Wills  of 
her  father 
and  mother. 


John  Merhv- 
ham.        Bap- 
tized at  Hors- 
monden, 20 
May,  1576. 
Buried  there 
31  July  fol- 
lowing.      I 


Stephen  Merryham,  of  = 
Horsmonden,  yeoman. 
Eldest(surviving)sonand 
heir.  Baptized  there  9 
Feb.,  1577.  Buried  there 
12  Nov.,  1611.  Will 
dated  3  Nov.,  proved  20 
Dec,  1611  (p.  45). 


: Joan  .... 
Proved  her 
husband's  Will. 
Married,  2dly., 
Henry     Gre- 
gory, of  Hun- 
ton,  CO.  Kent. 


William  Merryham,  of = 
Horsmonden.  Baptized 
there  3  May,  1580. 
Named  in  Will  of  his 
brother  Stephen,  1611. 
Died  before  1621. 


Thomas  Merryham,  of  Horsmon-=pELizABETH 


Joan.       Thomasyne. 


den,  yeoman  Baptized  there  15 
Nov.,  1584.  Plaintiff  in  Chan- 
cery suit :  Meriara  v.  Gregory, 
1621  (p.  67).  Proved  the  Will 
of  his  mother  Ann,  1629-30. 


John  Merryham. 
Baptized  at  Horsmonden, 
2  March,  1616-7. 


Buried  at 
Horsmonden, 
2  March, 
1616-7. 


Joan  Wattes.=pHenry     Merryham,    of  =  Elizabeth,  daughter  of 


Married,  22 
July,  1607,  at 
Horsmonden. 
1st  wife. 


Horsmonden.      After-  William     Wattes,     of 

wards  (1619-20)  of  Har-  Harrietsham.  Marriage 

rietsham,  kersey-maker,  licence    11    March, 

PlaintifTinChancerysuit :  1619-20.     2nd  wife. 
Meriam  n.  Gregory,  1621 
(p.  67). 


Margaret.  Bap- 
tized 4  Nov.,  1582, 
at  Horsmonden. 


Richard  Merry- 
ham.    Baptized  9 
Feb.,    l6u,  at 
Horsmonden. 


Joan.  Baptized  23 
Oct.,  1607,  at  Hors- 
monden. Buried  there 
8  Nov.,  following. 


Elizabeth.      Baptized 
19    Feb,    160S-9,    at 


Alice.  Baptized  9  April, 
1587,  at  Horsmonden. 
Married  John  Bayleife. 
Both  named  in  the  Will  of 
her  mother,  Ann,  1629. 


Elizabeth." 
Baptized  13  April, 
1589,  at  Horsmon- 
den. 


TABLE   C. 


MERRIAM    OF    CANTERBURY. 


John  Merriam,  of  St.   Andrew's,  =j 

=  JoAN   Jones.      Married  4 

William   Merriam, 

in  the  city  of  Canterbury,  mercer. 

Feb.,     1599-1600,    at    St. 

legatee   in  the  Will 

One  of  the  Aldermen  of  that  city. 

Mary  Magdalene,   Canter- 

of his  brother,  1628. 

Mayor  1631.      Proved  the  Will  of 

bury.     Living    1641,  when 

his  son  Robert  1635.     Will  dated 

consenting  to  the  marriage 

2    Nov.,    1628,    proved    12  July, 

of  her  son  Michias. 

1637  (p.  28). 

John  Merriam,  of 
Canterbury, mercer, 
20  Oct.,  1642  (vide 
Marriage  licence  of 
that  date  to  Avery 
Giles,  of  Challock, 
to  whom  he  was  a 
bondsman,  p.  82). 


Edward  Merriam,         Michias  Merriam,=Dorcas    Rayner, 


clerk.  Curate  of 
Queenborough,  co. 
Kent,  1637.  Le- 
gatee in  the  Wills 
of  his  father  and 
brother  Robert. 


of    St.     Andrew's,  daughter  of  Mary, 

Canterbury,     sur-  wife    of    Thomas 

geon.     Born  circa  Thompson,  clerk, 

1614.      Legatee  in  rector  of  Barfres- 


the    Will 
father. 


of     his 


ton,  CO.  Kent. 
Marriage  licence 
dated  19  June, 
1641. 


Robert  Merriam, 
sailor.  Legatee  in 
the  Will  of  his  fa- 
ther, yet  died  be- 
fore his  said  father, 
who  proved  his 
Will.  Will  dated 
12  July.  1633, 
proved  29  April, 
1635  (p.  62). 


Margaret.       Mary. 


Both  legatees  in  the 
Wills  of  their  father 
and  brother  Robert, 
and  both  unmarried 
12  July,  1637. 


Ann.  Born  circa 
1608.  Licensed, 
7  Feb.,  1628-9, 
to  marry  at  St. 
Andrew's  afore- 
said Thomas 
Trusser,  of  that 
parish,  woollen- 
draper. 


Edward  Merriam,  of  St.  Andrew's,=pELizABETH     Fittey    (or 


Canterbury,  shoe-maker.  Prob- 
ably identical  with  "  my  couzen 
Edward  Merriam,"  legatee  in  the 
Will  of  Alderman  John  Merriam, 
abovenamed,  1628. 


Tittey)  of  St.  George's, 
Canterbury.  Married 
there  6  April,  1613. 


Thomas  Merriam. 
Baptized  25August, 
1622,  at  St.  Mary 
Magdalene's,  Can- 
terbury. 


Mary.  Baptized  10 
March,  1615.6,  at 
St.  Mary  Magda- 
lene's. Buried  there 
4  Oct.,  1619. 


Mildred.  Baptized  9  April,  1620,  at 
St.  Mary  Magdalene's.  Probably  iden- 
tical with  the  Mildred  who  married  at 
St.  George's, Canterbury,  1  7  Nov.,  1650, 
Richard  Marable. 


TABLE    D. 


MERYHAM    OF    BOUGHTON    MONCHELSEA,    CO.    KENT. 


RoBEBT  Meryham  of  Boughton  Monchelsea  appears  on  the  Tax  Rolls  for  Kent,  circa  1381. 


John      Meryham,     of    Boughton  =p  Johanne 
Monchelsea,   mason.       Will   dated 
23june,  1455,  proved  18 March, (?) 
1455-6  (P-  2). 


Proved         her 
husband's  Will. 


John  Mery- 
ham. 


James  Mery- 
ham. 


Stephen     Meryham. 
Possibly  identical  with 
the  testator  of  1480. 


Alice.     Margery.     Godlebe. 


All  unmarried  23  June,  1455. 


Robert  Meryham,  of  Boughton  Monchelsea.  =p  Agnes  .  .  .  . 
Executor  of  his  brother's  Will.  Will  dated  I  Appointed  by 
12  April,  1466.  Testament  5  April,  1468  |  her  husband 
(p.  2).  He  makes  one  Henry  Meryham  his  I  sole  execu- 
feoffee.  |  trix. 

Sons  and  daughters  referred 
to  in  their  father's  Will,  but 
not  by  name. 


William  Meryham,  of  = 
Boughton  Monchelsea.  Will 
dated  16  Jan.,  1478,  proved 
2  March  [?  1 47  8-9]  (p.  3). 


=  Benedict  .... 
Proved  her  hus- 
band's Will. 


William  Meryham.=j=  . . 


Sons  and  daughters  referred  to  in 
their  father's  Will,  but  not  by  name. 


Henry  Meryham,  of  Boughton 
Monchelsea.  Perhaps  feoffee 
of  Robert  abovenamed,  and 
possibly  brother  to  that  testa- 
tor. Will  dated  7  Dec,  1483, 
proved  9  March,  1483-4  (p.  5). 
Seized  of  lands  in  Boughton 
and  Marden. 


Robert  Mery-= 
ham.  Possibly 
identical  wiih 
Robert  above- 
named. 


=Johanne  Meryham. 
Legatee  in  the  Will 
of  her  son  Stephen. 


Alexander  Meryham.       Stephen  Meryham.       Henry  Meryham. 


Stephen  Meryham  of  Bough-= 
ton  Monchelsea.  Perhaps 
identical  with  Stephen,  young- 
est son  of  John  abovenamed. 
Will  dated  8  March,  1479-80, 
proved  31  July,  1 480  (p.  4). 
He  had  lands  in  Boughton, 
Maidstone,  and  Marden, makes 
one  Harry  Meryham  one  of 
his  feoffees,  and  directs  them 
to  enfeoff  the  children  of 
William  Meryham  in  lands 
called  Hatchelands. 


=J0HANNE    ... 
Proved  her  hus- 
band's Will. 


Legatees  and  devisees  in  the  Will  of  Henry  Meryham,  1483. 


Henry  Mehyam,  of  Boughton  Mon-; 
chelsea.  Possibly  identical  with 
Henry,  son  of  William  abovenamed. 
Will  dated  17  Sept.,  1490,  proved 
10  Jan.,  1491-2  (p.  6). 


Henry   Meryham. 
Devisee  in  the  Will 
of  Henry  Meryham, 
1483- 


=JOHAN     .     .     .     .     . 

Proved   her  hus- 
band's Will. 


Possibly  a  posthumous  son,  Henry, 

identical  with  the  testator  of  1526 

(see  TABLE    E). 


John  Meryham, 
son  and  heir. 


Daughters  referred  to  in  their 
father's  Will,  but  not  by  name. 


TABLE   E. 


MERYHAM    OF    BOUGHTON    MONCHELSEA,    CO.    KENT   {continued). 


Henry  Meriham,  of  Boughton  Mon-  = 
chelsea,  mason.  Possibly  a  post- 
humous child  of  Henry,  the  testator  of 
1490,  but  more  likely  son  of  Robert 
who  made  his  Will  in  1466  "(see 
Table  D).  Will  dated  19  March, 
1525-6,  proved  loApril,  1526  (p.  8). 


=  JOHANE    .    ; 

In  widowhood  went  to 
reside  at  Pluckley 
(near  Ashford).  Will 
dated  23  June,  1542, 
proved  21  May,  1545 
(p.  12). 


Alexander   Meryham,  of  Boughton=j 
Monchelsea.        Will   dated     9    Jan., 
'  532-3.  proved  20  May,  1 534  (p.  1 1 ). 


John  Meryham. 
his  father's  Will. 


William  Meryham. 


Alexaniier  Meryham. 


Bartholomew  Meri-  : 
HAM,  of  Boughton 
Monchelsea,  mason. 
Sole  executor  of  his 
father's  Will.  Will 
dated  19  Jan.,  1529- 
30,  proved  7  April, 
1530  (p.  9)- 


Joan.  Married  before 
19  March,  1525-6  .... 
Frend,  and  had  issue. 


John  Meryham,  of  Boughton  Mon-  = 
chelsea,  yeoman.  Probably  identical 
with  John,  son  of  Alexander  above- 
named.  ■  Will  dated  7  May,  proved 
25  May,  1547  (p.  13). 


=  Agnes 

Appointed  sole  executrix  of 
her  husband's  Will.  Will 
dated  1 5  May,  proved  1 
July,  1558  (p.   15). 


John     Meriham. 
Under  age  1 9  Jan., 
1 529-30. 


Henry  Meryham,  of  = 
Boughton  Monchel- 
sea. Sidesman  there 
1564.  Buried  there 
28  April,  1573. 


Nicholas  Meriham. 
Under  age  19  Jan., 
1529-30. 


: JoHANE      .      .    .    

Of  Boughton  Monchelsea 
and  of  Loose,  co.  Kent. 
Will  sans  date,  proved  30 
May,  1603  (p.  22). 


John    Meryham,   of  Boughton  =  Margaret   daughter    of   John 


Monchelsea,  yeoman.  Proved 
his  mother's  Will  "1558.  Will 
dated  8  Dec,  1565,  proved  10 
Jan.,  1566-7  (p.  17). 


Payne,  of  P'rittenden.  Born  circa 
1544.  Married  12  July,  1564, 
at  Boughton.  She  married 
2dly,  at  Boughton,  25  Feb., 
1567-8,  Richard  Reader  of  that 
place,  and  3dly,  13  April, 
1592,  William  Lambarde,  the 
historian  of  Kent. 


I  I 

Elynor.  Julian. 

Married  Unmarried 

....  Clark.  8  Dec,  1565. 


George  MERRiAM,of= 
Boughton  Monchel- 
sea, yeoman.  Living 
21  Jan.,  1613-4. 


=  Esau  Merriam,  of  =  Elizabeth 


1st     wife.     St.  Bartholomew's 
Buried  at     Hospital,  near. 

Ash-next-     Sandwich.         Will 
Sandwich,     dated      21      Jan., 
proved     28     Feb., 
1613-4  (p.  25). 


Proved  her  husband's 
Will. '  Licensed  23 
July,  1614,  to  marry 
Nicholas  Consant  of 
of  Minster- in-Thanet, 
yeoman. 


I 
Elizabeth. 
Married  (?) 
....  Henni- 
ker  {vide 
her  sister 
Martha's 
Will). 


I 
Jane. 
Married 
Arthur 
Shore, 
and   had 
issue. 


Margaret.  Mar- 
ried at  Bough- 
ton Monchel- 
sea, 28  Nov., 
1614,  Thomas 
Hooker,  o  f 

Boughton,  Mal- 
herbe,  clothier. 


Bennet.  Bap- 
tized at  Bough- 
ton Monchelsea, 
12  May,  1561. 
Married  there 
10  Feb.,  1593-4, 
Thomas  Hasil- 
ton,     and      had 


I 
John  Merriam. 
Legatee    in   the 
Will  of  his  uncle 
Esau,  1613-4. 


William  Merbiam. 
Baptized  at  Bough- 
ton, 19  June, 
1596-7- 


Margaret. 
Baptized  at 
Boughton, 
1 7  May, 
1575- 


Alice.  Bap- 
tized at  Bough- 
ton,   30    June, 

1577-     . 


I 
Mildred.  Married 
at  Boughton  Mon- 
chelsea, 12  April, 
1589,  Josias  Evern- 
den. 


Martha,  of  Bough- 
ton Monchelsea, 
spinster.  Will  dated 
14  June,  proved  16 
July,  1604  (p.  24). 


Annis.  Married 
al  Boughton  Mon- 
chelsea, 9  Feb., 
1579-80,  Richard 
Cooper. 


TABLE    F. 


MERRIAM    OF    MAIDSTONE,    CO.    KENT. 


William  Mebyham,  citizen  and 
fishmonger  of  London.  ~  Seized 
of  lands  in  Maidstone,  Boughton, 
and  Langley,  co.  Kent  Will 
dated  ....  1601,  proved  8  Feb., 
1603-4  (P-  59)-  Mentions  his 
sister  Mary,  wife  of  John  Ben-, 
net,  and  his  sisters  Sara  Bennet 
and  Jane  Bennet. 


James  Merryham,  of  Maidstone, 
mercer.  Licensed  18  July, 
1584,  to  marry  Ann  Henman,  of 
Lenham.     Died  before  1601. 


SuzAN,  or  Susanna,  of  Lenham. 
Licensed  20  Feb.,  1586-7,  to 
marry  Henry  West,  afterwards 
minister  of  Stalisfield,  co.  Kent. 
Both  living  in  1601,  with  issue. 


Alexander  Meryam,  of  Maid- :=  Martha  Harvye.        Margaret.     Married 


stone,  yeoman.  Will  dated  17 
Aug.,  proved  8  Nov.,  1630 
(p.  26).  Mentions  his  niece 
Joane  Ridgeway,  her  children, 
and  his  son-in-law,  Nicholas 
Rawlins, 


5»Iarried  29  Ocft., 
161 1,  at  Maid- 
stone. 


16  May,  1608,  at 
Maidstone,  John 
Lowdwell.     Legatee 
in  Will  of  Alexander, 
1630. 


George  Merriam,  of  Cranbrook,= 
CO.  Kent,  yeoman.  Will  dated 
20  061.,  1630,  proved  2  Dec, 
1634  (p.  29). 


Thomas   Merriam,  =p 
eldest    son.      Died 
before  20  0(£l., 
1630. 


John  Merriam. 


Henry  Merriam. 

Alexander  Merriam, 

Alice, 

'  late  wife 

Devisee  in  his  fa- 

of Southwark,  co. 

of  .  .  . 

.  Harvey, 

ther's   Will    of   a 

Surrey,  freemason. 

gent.," 

1630. 

messuage,  etc.,  m 

Legatee  in  the  Will  of 

Boughton     Mon- 

his  uncle  Alexander, 

chelsea,  and  sole 

1630. 

executor. 

Thomas  Merriam. 
Legatee  in  the  Will 
of  his  grandfather 
George,  1630. 


Katheren. 


TABLE   G. 
MERRIAM    OF    MASSACHUSETTS,    FROM    TONBRIDGE,    HADLOW,  TUDELEY,    ETC.,    CO.    KENT. 


William  Merriam,  of  Barn^ 

PSara  ....      Possibly  a 

1 
RobertPiper,  of  Lodges,=p  Margaret  ....   Per- 

1 
Daniel  Piper. 

Street,    in    Hadlow,    clothier, 

daughter  of  James  Bur- 

in  Tonbridge,  co.   Kent, 

hapsdau.of.  .  .  .  Mer- 

Appointed by 

formerly  of  Tudeley.      Seized 

gess,   of  Tudeley,    whose 

clothier.     Will  dated  U 

riam,  or  ...  .  Burgess, 

his  brother 

of  lands  in  Hadlow,  Goudhurst, 

mil  is  dated  1 590. 

June,     proved    2     Aug., 

as   her   husband   calls 

overseer  to 

and  Yalding,  co.  Kent.    Buried 

1616  (p.  62). 

William  Merriam 

his  Will. 

atHadlow,2T,Sept.,\bT,s.   Will 

"brother-in-law." 

dated  8  Sept.,  proved  27  Nov., 

1635  (p.  47). 

Issue. 

Joseph  Merriam,  of  Tu-  = 
deley,  clothier,  to  whom 
his  father  bequeathed  all 
the  goods  in  his  house  at 
Tudeley,  devising  to  him 
and  his  heirs  the  lands  at 
Yalding.  Emigrated  to 
Concord,  New  England, 
and  was  admitted  a  free- 
man of  Massachusetts, 
14  March,  1639.  Died 
1  Jan.,  1641. 


=  Sarah,  sister  of 
Robert  Goldston, 
ofTonbridge.  She 
married,  2ndly, 
Joseph  Wheeler, of 
Concord,  and  died 
12  March,  1671. 
{See  TABLE  H.) 


I 
George  Merriam.  = 
Sold  lands,  etc.,  in 
Tudeley  to  Anne 
Towne,  in  1638  (p. 
84).  Settled  at  Con- 
cord and  was  free 
of  Massachusetts 
2  June,  1 64 1 .  Died 
29  Dec,  1675. 


-Susan,  or  Su- 
sanna,   Raven. 
Married  \(> 
061.,  1627,  at 
Tonbridge. 


RoBERTMERRiAM.  =  :)/ar^,   daughter 
Devisee   of  lands      of  Edmund  Sheaf, 


in  Hadlow,  and 
sole  executor  of 
his  father's  Will. 
Free  of  Massachu- 
setts 1 3  March, 
1639.  Died  ij 
Feb.,  1682.  Will 
dated  I  o  Dec. 
l68l,  proved  4 
April,  1.682. 


of  Cranbrook. 
Bapt.  26  Sept., 
1620.    Will  dated 
15  Feb.,  1687,  , 
proved  21  Aug., 
1693- 


Susan. 

Margaret, 
"  already 
preferred," 
8. Sept., 
1635. 


William  Mebdiam. 


Joseph  Merriam. 
Born  1629. 


Thomas  Merriam. 


John  Merriam 
(posthumous). 
Born  at  Concord, 
Mass.,  9  July, 


Elizabeth.       Hannah. 


Mary.  Bapt. 
at  Tonbridge, 
30  A'ov.,  1628. 
Buried  there 
4  Dec,  follow- 
ing. 


JOANE.  Mar- 
ried Thomas 
Day,  of 
Brenchley, 
who  died 
1653,  and 
had  issue. 


a    daughter, 
married 
Thomas 
Howe,  and 
died  before 
8  Sept., 
1635,  leav- 
ing issue. 
{See  TABLE 
H.) 


Mary.     Bapt.  at 
Tonbridge  1 4  Nov., 
1630.    God-daugh- 
ter and  legatee 
named  in  the  Will 
of  her  grandfather. 
Died  at  Concord, 
10  Aug.,  1646. 


The  statements  printed  in  italics  are  taken  from  the  pamphlet  entitled  The  Family  of  Merriam  of  Massachusetts,  by  W.  S.  Appleton.      Boston,  Mass. 


TABLE   H. 


GOLDSTON    OF   TONBRIDGE,    CO.    KENT. 


.  .  .  .  GoLDSTON.  =p  Frances  ....  Married 
Dead  before  10  I  2ndly,  Thomas  Dyker,  of 
April,  1637.  I  Tonbridge,  tailor,  and  had 

I  issue.     Living  1637. 


Roger  Thompsett,  of  Brenchley, 
uncle  of  Robert  Goldston,  the 
testator  of  1637. 


Robert  Gold  ston, 
of  Tonbridge,  co. 
Kent.  Will  dated 
10  April,  proved 
16  May,  1637  (P- 
49)- 


Benjamin  John-= 
SON.  Died  before 
10  April,  1637.  1st 
husband. 


Jane.= 


:Thomas  Howe,: 
of  Tonbridge, 
clothier.  Living 
1637- 


Frauncys 
Johnson. 


John 
Johnson. 


Mary.      Alice.     Frauncys. 


=■....  Merriam. 
Dead  before  8 
Sept.,  1635  (ride 
Will  of  her  fa- 
ther      William 


Merriam, 
Hadlow,  p. 


William  Howe.        Thomas  Howe. 


Sara.  Mar- 
ried Nathaniel 
Weller. 


,  I 
Elizabeth. 
Married  Josias 
Johnson. 


of 


JosiPH  Merriam,=j=  Sarah. 
of       Tudeley, 
clothier.      Living 
1637- 

{See  TABLE  G.) 


Elizabeth.  Mar- 
ried Thomas  Dan, 
and  had  issue. 
She  was  dead  be- 
fore 10  April, 
1637. 


Mabv.       Susan. 


Roger  Goldston. 
Devisee  of  lands 
in  Brenchley,  co. 
Kent,  by  Will  of 
his  brother  Ro- 
bert. 


William  Goldston,= 
of  Brenchley.  Dead 
before  10  April, 
1637. 


:  Elizabeth  .  , 
Living  1637. 


Frauncys. 
(Daughter.) 


t    *    « 


I 


